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January 26, 1972 
RN, Barend Biesheuvel, Alexander Haig, and J. William Middendorf 
 
RN: Uh, we do believe that by starting the long process of some sort of contact, there 
will--I will say, obviously, it will not come to recognition on our part— 
 
BB:  No. 
 
RN:  --because it cannot, since we still recognize Taiwan and will continue to honor our 
treaty commitments.  They know this will not come out.  What may come out of it will 
be, uh, however, uh, uh, some method of communication in the future, uh, some contact 
in the future, uh, and perhaps reducing the chance in the immediate future of a 
confrontation between the United States and the PRC in Asia, such as we had in Korea, 
and such as we had indirectly in Vietnam.  And looking further in the future, uh, when 
they become a super power, a nuclear super power, uh, to be in a position that at that 
time, uh, we will have such relations with them that, uh, we, uh, can discuss differences 
and, and not inevitably have a clash.  Now, also, no one can look at Asia, uh, and take 
750 million Chinese out of it and say you can have any policy in the Pacific that will 
succeed in preventing war without having the Chinese a part of it.  It’s just as cold-
blooded as that.   
 


