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Sales to Sau di A r a b ia and Ku wait 

Yo u w i ll have r e a d in t h e daily b r i e f tha t Am b a s s a d o r Dinitz h a s con ­
v e y e d a st r on g I s r a e li a c t i on a g a i nst the US de ci s ion to sell F - 4 
P h a rit orn.s to S au di A r a b i a. It s e e rns t o me that w e mig h t s ave the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n som e t r oub l e by yo u r talk ing t o Dinitz n ow ab o u t thi s . 
H e is all ove r tow n w h i p p i n g up p r e s s op p o s i ti on to th e sale. 

T h e points DiniLz rna de to S i sc o are that the sale w oul d re duce I s r a e l ' s 
psyc h ologica l a d v a n tage ove r th e Arabs ; w ould detrac t f r o m the s y m .­
b o l i c val ue of a weapon h e r e t of o r e made a v a ila b l e in the r e gio n only t o 
I r a n a nd Is rael (h e cou l d hav e m .entio n e d T u r k e y and G r e e c e ); c o uld 
se t a p rec e de n t f o r e ve n tu a l U S F-4 s a l e s to J o r d a n and e v e n Egy p t ; 
could in h ib i t p rogress t ow a r d a Midd l e Eas t s ettleme n t by enc ourag i n g 
A r a b hopes of bei ng a b l e t o pres sure Is r a e l ; woul d s i gn i f i c a n Lly e nh a nce 
the m i l i t a r y c apab ili ties of Saud i A r a b i a , a n a ti on "a t wa r ! ' with I s r a e l; 
would p r ob a bl y lead t o E g y ptian p re s s u r e on the S a u d i s t o ta ke a m o r e 
aggre s s ive sta nce t owa r d I s r a e l ; a n d could e ncourage th e S ovie t s a nd 
the French to step u p a r m s t r a n s fers to th e A r a b s . Din i t z a l s o s a i d 
h i s govern m e n t w a s c onc e r n e d a b ou t the dang e r tha t F-4s m i g h t b e 
transfe rred f r orn S a u d i Ara bia to o the r A r a b state s and ab out the US 
ability to co ntrol the d i s p o s i t i on of the s e a i r p lan es in a n unp r e dic tabl e 
p o s t - F a i s a l era i n S a u d i A r a b i a . H e s a i d Sa u d i acqu is i tion of th e F - 4 s 
would oblige I s r a e l II t o re view its c onc e p t of s e c u r e b o r d e r s . " 

A p a r t fro m the f a c t th at a ny delive rie s w ou ld b e 3 -4 yea rs awa y . The 
po ints to be rna.de to Di nitz a r e: 
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o f b o th I s r ae l and the U n i te d Sta tes to k e e p the s e is s u e s a s 
sep a r a te a s p ossibl e . It i s n o t in the in terest of I s r a e l th a t 
the US v u lnera b i li ty to p r e s s u r e s in the oil a r e a s be inc r e a s ed. 
It is als o n o t in Israel ' s i n tere s t to ob j e ct s o v o c if r ou s ly to 
the US st r e n g th e n i n g of i t s po s i tion in S a u d i Arab i a th a t the 
A r abs w i ll be enc ourage d to u s e th a t as a p r e s s u r e p o i n t on 
th e US. 

2. W e hav e ca r e fu lly weighed a ll the c o n s i d e r a t i on s w h i c h the 
I sraelis h a v e rne n tione d a n d h a v e rna de the j u d g me n t that it is 
in the US in te r e st to rna k e this s a le. T her e f o r e , w e st r ongly 
u r g e the I sraeli governITlent to think twi c e bef ore it contin u e s 
i t s ac t i ve c a rrip a i.g n again st the Adrrrin i s t r a t i o n on this i s s ue . 

Recom m.e n d a t i o n : Tha t you c a ll Di n i t z in the n e x t day o r two w ith the 
a b ov e lin e . 
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