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NOMINATION/APPLICATION PROCEDURES  
(PROCEDURES PERTAIN TO ONLY THOSE COURSES THAT REQUIRE NOMINATIONS.  
CHECK COURSE DESCRIPTION TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY.) 
 
 

• The following are instructions for registering through AgLearn. 
 
1. Log-in to AgLearn at www.aglearn.usda.gov. 
2. Click on Catalog.  The page that appears is the Browse Subject page of the Catalog. 
3. You will find your course in one of the Subject Areas listed in the left hand column.  The course will be listed in the right 

hand column.  In the box containing the course description, you will see a button that reads “Register.”  Click on this 
button. 

4. You will be taken to a screen that tells you this course requires approval.  Click on “Yes” to proceed. 
5. The next page you are taken to is your Registration Page.  In the table, two levels of approvers are listed.  Level 1 is your 

Supervisor, and Level 2 is your Training Coordinator.  If you click on “Show All,” the name of your Supervisor and 
Training Coordinator should appear.  If the Supervisor does not appear, you have not successfully listed your supervisor 
in your Profile, and will need to update your Profile.  There is a tutorial on how to do this if you click on the “Help” link 
in the upper right hand of the screen. 

6. Once you have made certain both your Supervisor and Training Coordinator have been selected, please click on 
“Confirm.”  The approval process will begin automatically.  You will be taken to a summary of your registration.  Please 
note, the status of your registration will say “Pending.”  This means that you are not in the class until you have been 
approved by both levels of approvers. 

7. You will receive an email from AgLearn alerting you that you have submitted your registration for approval.  At the same 
time, your supervisor will receive an email alerting him or her to your request for registration, and instructing him or her 
to log-in to AgLearn to review and approve your request. 

8. When your supervisor approves your registration, you will receive an email alerting you that your request has moved up to 
the Training Coordinator.  The Training Coordinator will then receive an email from AgLearn similar to the one your 
supervisor received. 

9. When the Training Coordinator approves your request, you and your supervisor will be notified by AgLearn that you are 
registered for the course.  The Professional Development Staff course facilitator will also be notified that you have 
registered. 

 
Special Note: 

If you have not received an email, from AgLearn, in a timely manner alerting you that your supervisor has 
approved your training, you must personally follow up on your request with your supervisor.  AgLearn will not 
remind him or her again. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Each course description gives the course title, dates, purpose, and in some cases, objectives, eligibility, location, and contact 
person. 
 
The course dates do not include travel dates.  Travel dates are normally the day before the start of the course and the 
afternoon and evening of, or the day after, the end of the course. 
 
 
CANCELLATION AND SUBSTITUTION POLICY 
Based on each particular course, it is important that PDS be notified as soon as possible in the case of a substitution and/or 
withdrawal of a course participant(s).  We will accept substitutions and cancellations up to 1 week before the start of the 
course.   Any changes in the status of nominees or course logistics will be communicated immediately through the Training 
Coordinators. 

http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/
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Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory Course 
Plum Island, NY 
 
December 3 – 7, 2012 – REGISTRATION CLOSED 

 
 

Course Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this training is to orient veterinarians who work as laboratory diagnosticians and  
veterinary pathologists in the diagnosis of foreign animal diseases of livestock and poultry in the  
United States. 
 
 
Target Audience: The course is recommended for pathologists, parisitologists, virologists and 

bacteriologists..  
 
 
Cost: No tuition fee.  Travel and associated costs with travel will be paid by Area 

Offices that send employees to the training. 
 
Contact:  Ms. Elizabeth Clark | 631-323-3188 | Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: Participants will be selected by Region. 
 
Deadline:   
 
Letters: Participant invite letters will be sent to attendees two weeks prior to course 

date.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov
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VS Information Systems Training Network for SCS 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
December 4 – 6, 2012 – PARTICIPANTS ARE PRE-SELECTED 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
The VS Information Systems Training Network for SCS was developed to maximize training resources 
and provide local support for end users of the Surveillance Collaboration System (SCS).  The mission 
of the Training Network for SCS is to provide real-time training support to end users of SCS through 
a network of experienced users known as Network Associates.   
 
This course provides technical and training delivery instruction for individuals who are Network 
Associates in the VS Information Systems Training Network for SCS. 
 
Target Audience: Network Associates of the VS Information Systems Training Support Network for 

SCS 
 
Cost:   N/A 
 
Contact:  Dr. Narda Huyke | 515-337-7075 | narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov  
 
   Ms. Kristin Keller | 970-494-7338 | kristin.d.keller@aphis.usda.gov 
 
Nominations: N/A 
 
Selection: Participants are Network Associates for the SCS Training Support Network. 
 
 
Deadline:  N/A 
 
Letters: Participant letters for the course will be sent to attendees four weeks before 

the start of the course. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:kristin.d.keller@aphis.usda.gov
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Import and Export Training 
Houston, TX  
 
December 11 – 13, 2013 - REGISTER 
 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
This four-day training provides a forum for interaction between field personnel, regional  
import/export staff, and NCIE Headquarters staff to share updates on regulatory changes and  
disease situations around the world. 
 
Participants for this course are pre-selected and will be notified that they have been invited to 
attend. 

 
Target Audience: The audience is a mix of export officials, export document examiners, and Area 

Veterinarians in Charge. 
 
Cost: Travel Costs only 
 
Contact:  Dr. Teresa Drotar | 970-494-7104 | Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: All applications will be reviewed by the Regional Directors, prioritized and 

participants will be approved for attendance.  You will receive official approval 
of acceptance in the course by the PDS facilitator.  Approval status in AgLearn 
does not automatically enroll you in the course.    

 
Deadline:   
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters are sent to the 

participants and speakers. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=24909
mailto:Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov
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Foreign Animal Disease Investigation Refresher (FADIR) 
Ames, IA 
 
January 28 – February 1, 2013 - REGISTER 
June 3 – 7, 2013 - REGISTER 
 

 
Course Purpose: 
 
This intensive one week course will train field VMO’s in investigating a potential foreign or  
emerging animal disease. This course will be running in conjunction with the FADD school on Plum  
Island. Participants will view the presentations via videoconference and live speakers and the  
afternoons will include viewing clinical round videos and laboratory exercises. 
 
Target Audience: Field VMOs 
 
Cost: Travel Costs only 
 
Contact:  Ms. Elizabeth Clark | 631-323-3188 | Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov 
   Dr. John Bare | 515-337-7044 | john.r.bare@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: All applications will be reviewed by the Regional Directors and prioritized.  You 

will receive official approval for acceptance in the course by the PDS 
facilitator.  Approval status in AgLearn does not mean you are automatically 
enrolled in the course. 

 
Deadline:  Register in AgLearn by the following dates: 
   January course – October 28, 2013 
   June course – April 3, 2013 
 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters will be sent to the 
participants and speakers, Regional Training Coordinators, and Regional Directors. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30238
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30239
mailto:Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:john.r.bare@aphis.usda.gov
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Foriegn Animal Disease Diagnostician Course 
Plum Island, NY 
 
January 28 – February 8, 2013 - REGISTER 
April 8 – 19, 2013 - REGISTER 
June 3 - 14, 2013 - REGISTER 
 

 
Course Purpose: 
 
The FADD training course is a two week classroom and laboratory course, with instructor-led  
lectures, facilitated discussions, clinical rounds in the animal wing, necropsies, and a simulated  
Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) Investigation. This course provides foreign animal disease training for  
state, federal and military veterinarians in the field identification and diagnosis of disease in  
poultry and livestock not found in the United States. 
 
Target Audience: APHIS Field VMOs, state and military veterinarians. 
 
Cost: Travel and per diem only 
 
Contact:  Ms. Elizabeth Clark | 631-323-3188 | Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: 
All applications will be reviewed by the Regional Directors and prioritized.  You will receive official  
approval for acceptance in the course by the PDS facilitator.  Approval status in AgLearn does not  
mean you are automatically enrolled in the course. 
 
Deadline:  Register in AgLearn by the following dates: 
   January course – October 28, 2013 
   June course – April 3, 2013 
  
 
Letters:  Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters will be sent to the 

participants and speakers, Regional Training Coordinators, and Regional 
Directors. 

 
 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30235
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30236
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30237
mailto:Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov
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Inspection of Equine Semen Export Facilities 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
February 2013 – AgLearn Awaiting Date 

 
Course Purpose:  
 
Target Audience: . 
 
 
Cost:   Travel and per diem only. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Teresa Drotar | 970-494-7104 | Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection:   
 
Deadlines:   
 
Letters:  

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov
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Animal Health 101 
 
March 5 – 6, 2013 Riverdale, MD   REGISTER 
April 17 – 18, 2013 Raleigh, NC   REGISTER 
May 7 – 8, 2013 Ames, IA   REGISTER 
June 25 – 26, 2013 Fort Collins, CO  REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Understand how our domestic food animals fit into the scheme of animal classification.  
• Understand the basic components of animal husbandry. 
• List the multiple disease agents, such as prions, viruses, and bacteria that cause disease in 

organisms. 
• Appreciate how disease is transmitted between animals and from animals to people. 
• Define a VS Program Disease, and understand the following about each of the Program Diseases 

o Causative Agent 
o Transmission 
o Clinical Signs 
o Treatment and/or Prevention 
o The VS Plan for Control or Eradication of the disease. 

• Define a Foreign Animal Disease, and understand the basic concepts outlined above for select 
FADs. 

• Appreciate the economic impacts and potential human health risks associated with select 
Program and Foreign Animal Diseases. 

 
Target Audience: This course has been developed for administrative staff in Veterinary Services.  The 

training will be held at Headquarters in Riverdale, each Regional Office and the NCAH 
campus in Ames, IA.  We are providing this training in multiple sites to avoid travel for 
employees in Headquarters, the Regional Offices or the NCAH campus.  Administrative 
employees in the Area Offices are invited to attend any of the sessions.  Travel 
expenses will be the responsibility of the Area Office.  

 
Cost: No tuition fee.  Travel and associated costs with travel for Area Offices that send 

employees to the training. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Narda Huyke | 515-337-7075 | narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov 
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: 30 seats are available for each session.  If more than 30 nominations are forwarded, 

the seats will be filled based on the date the nomination was received. 
 
Deadline:  One month prior to start date. 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30245
https://aglearn.usda.gov/learning/user/deeplink_redirect.jsp?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30246
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30247
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30248
mailto:narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov
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Letters: Participant invitation letters will be sent to attendees two weeks prior to course date.   
 

Select Agent Inspector Training 
Atlanta, GA 
 
April 23 – 25, 2013 - REGISTER 
 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
This course will provide the technical training for Veterinary Services employees to inspect  
facilities working with high-consequence biological agents. Trainees will be familiar with biosafety  
and security practices, and be able to perform inspections of facilities registered with the Select  
Agent Program on behalf of the National Center for Import and Export. This training will prepare  
Select Agent inspectors to review facility biosafety and security procedures necessary to be in  
compliance with the Select Agent regulations. The course will include hands-on training in a variety  
of facilities to simulate real-life scenarios that the inspectors will encounter in the field. The  
course objectives are to cover the latest updates to the Select Agent Regulations, enable 
inspectors to discuss, identify, and describe biosafety levels requirements, to describe handling  
and shipping procedures, to describe the inspection process and procedures to use, to perform  
inspections of lab and animal facilities, and to and explain the reporting process. 
 
 
Target Audience: Veterinary Medical Officers (VMOs) and Microbiologists who are, or will be, 

responsible for performing these inspections.  
 
Cost: No tuition fee.  Travel and associated costs with travel will be paid by Area 

Offices that send employees to the training. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Narda Huyke | 515-337-7075 | narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Nominations: Participants are selected by Regional Offices. 
 
Selection: Participants will be selected by Regional Offices in consultation with NCIE 

Select Agent staff. 
 
Deadline:  N/A 
 
Letters: Participant letters will be sent to attendees one month prior to course date.   

 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30249
mailto:narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov
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Global Position System Methods for Field Investigations 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
April 30 – May 2, 2013 - REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
This hands-on course is designed to provide detailed training in the use of global positioning system  
(GPS) methods to determine the geographic coordinates of point locations, such as premises or  
livestock facilities.  In addition, participants learn how to use GPS methods to map the boundaries  
of agricultural facilities, or other areas of interest.  Training also includes how to create an  
accuracy check point, how to validate location accuracy and how to transfer coordinate data to a  
computer.  This training course builds skill in using GPS receivers to navigate from one location to  
another and knowledge in how to build GPS routes for more efficient field operations. The Garmin  
eTrex Legend model GPS receiver will be used for this training course and each student will have a  
GPS receiver available for their use during the training course.  Besides GPS training, this course  
incorporates the use of digital atlases, such as Delorme Street Atlas, in data validation, navigation,  
and route planning. 
 
Target Audience: 
 
This course is intended for animal health technicians, field veterinary medical officers, disease  
program managers, area epidemiologists, wildlife specialists, surveillance specialists, program  
analysts, geospatial specialists, incident managers, and others who would like to learn how to use  
GPS methods for reporting geographic coordinates and navigating to specific geographic locations. 
 
Cost: Participants pay travel and hotel. 
 
Contact:  Jerry Freier | 970-494-7275 | jerome.e.freier@aphis.usda.gov 

Dr. Teresa Drotar | 970-494-7104 | Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: Final selections will be made by the instructors. 
 
Deadline:  February 28, 2013 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, email notifications will be sent 

to the participants. 

 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30250
mailto:jerome.e.freier@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov
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Program Disease Field Skills Course 
NCAH - Ames, IA 
 
May 7 – 9, 2013 - REGISTER 
October 22 - 24, 2013 - REGISTER 
 

 
Course Purpose:  
To provide State and Federal Veterinary Medical Officers and Animal Health Technicians with the 
training to effectively perform basic regulatory veterinary field skills, particularly those pertaining  
to control, eradication, and surveillance programs.  Course will include e-learning pre-work by CD  
or online.  The “face to face” portion of the course will include lectures, live animal labs, and  
necropsy labs. 
 
At the end of the training participants should be familiar with: 
 

1. Sample collection  
 

2. Sample submission 
 

3. Basic program disease herd and flock plans 
 

4. Basic program disease forms and databases 
 

5. Basic program disease information and epidemiology 
 

Examples of specific skills/activities: 
 

1. Blood collection from the major classes of livestock 
 

2. Bovine tuberculosis comparative cervical test (TB CCT) 
 

3. Bovine tuberculosis reactor necropsy 
 

4. Rectal biopsy for scrapie 
 

5. Obex and lymph node collection for transmissible spongiform encephalopathies 
 

 
 
 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30240
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30552
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Target Audience: State and Federal Veterinary Medical Officers who are newly hired, or require 

training in one or more of the basic skills covered by the course.  Priority will 
be given to veterinarians, however if room is available the course is open to 
State and Federal Animal Heath Technicians whose supervisors feel that they 
could benefit from the training. 

 
 
Cost:   Travel and per diem only. 
 
Contact:  Dr. John Bare | 515-337-7044 |  john.r.bare@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection:  Selections will be made by the Regions and VS/NAHPP. 
 
Deadlines:  May Course – March 7, 2013 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters are sent to the 

participants and speakers,  
Regional Training Coordinators and Regional Directors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:john.r.bare@aphis.usda.gov
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Mobile Information Management (MIM) Advanced Training 
 
May 7 – 9, 2013 [TBD Eastern Region] - REGISTER 
July 9 - 11, 2013 [TBD Western Region] - REGISTER 
September 17 – 19, 2013 [Ft. Collins, CO] - REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
Mobile Information Management (MIM) Advanced will provide advanced MIM users with training on  
administration of MIM devices and data. The course will not cover basic use of MIM devices, instead  
focusing on administration of MIM data, troubleshooting hardware and software, installing devices,  
and managing information flow. 
 
Target Audience: Technical or advanced users of MIM 
 
Cost:   Travel expenses 
 
Contact:  Dr. Narda Huyke | 515-337-7075 | narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov 
   Ms. Kristin Keller | 970-494-7338 | Kristin.d.keller@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn. 
 
Selection:  Participants will be prioritized once registration is closed.  
 
Deadline:  8 weeks prior to course 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters are sent to the 

participants and speakers, Regional Training Coordinators, and Regional 
Directors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30522
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30523
https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30524
mailto:narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:Kristin.d.keller@aphis.usda.gov
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Wildlife Seminar for Emergency Animal Disease Preparedness 
Athens, GA 
 
May 14, 16, 2013 – AgLearn awaiting additional Informaiton 
 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
 
Target Audience:  
 
Cost:    
 
Contact:  Dr. Teresa Drotar | 970-494-7104 | Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn. 
 
Selection:   
 
Deadline:   
 
Letters:  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Teresa.drotar@aphis.usda.gov
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Animal Handling 
Warner Robbins, GA 
 
May 21 - 22, 2013 - AgLearn awaiting additional Informaiton 
 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
 
Target Audience:  
 
Cost:    
 
Contact:  Dr. Marvirstine Briggs-Fisher | 919-855-7166 |  

Marvirstine.Y.Briggs-Fisher@aphis.usda.gov 
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn. 
 
Selection:   
 
Deadline:   
 
Letters: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Marvirstine.Y.Briggs-Fisher@aphis.usda.gov
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Smith Kilborne Program 
Cornell University, NY & Plum Island, NY 
 
May 28 – June 4, 2013 – CLOSED REGISTRATION 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
The Smith-Kilborne Program is designed to acquaint veterinary students with various foreign animal  
diseases which potentially threaten our domestic animal population.  The program includes  
classroom presentations on diseases and their implications, public health, emergency response, and  
laboratory experiences including recognition and diagnosis of foreign animal diseases and  
diagnostic sampling techniques. 
 
Target Audience: Second-year veterinary students 
 
Cost:   No cost to participants. PDS pays for student travel expenses. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Jason Baldwin | 970-494-7225 | Jason.l.baldwin@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: The Dean’s office of each school announces its own application procedures and 

determines the selection criteria. 
 
 
Selection:  Each school selects one student and forwards the name to PDS. 
 
 
Deadline:  December 1, 2012 
 
Letters: November 1, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jason.l.baldwin@aphis.usda.gov
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VS Information Systems Training Support Network for EMRS 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
June 11 – 13, 2013 – CLOSED REGISTRATION 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
The VS Information Systems Network for VSPS is being developed to leverage training resources and 
provide local support for EMRS. The goal of the network is to evolve the existing informal training 
support network to a formal comprehensive network to support end-users of EMRS. This course 
provides technical and training delivery instruction for individuals who will be part of a formal 
training support network. 
 
Target Audience: Network Associates of the VS Information Systems Training Support Network for 

VSPs 
 
Cost:   N/A 
 
Contact:  Dr. Narda Huyke | 515-337-7075 | narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: N/A 
 
Selection:  Participants are Network Associates for the EMRS Training Support Network. 
 
 
Deadline:  N/A 
 
Letters: Participant letters for the course will be sent to attendees four weeks before 

the start of the course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov
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Southern Border Ports Conference 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
June 25 – 27, 2013  
 
Course Purpose: 
 
This biannual conference provides an opportunity for VMOs covering Mexican Ports of Entry into the 
United States, AVICs with Mexican Ports in their venue, and Regional and Headquarters 
Import/Export staff to share updated information and best practices. 
 
Participants will: 

 Review and discuss live animal and animal product import procedures for APHIS 
personnel responsible for regulatory activities at Mexico Border Ports of Entry to 
improve uniformity and consistency. 

 Improve standardization and understanding of inspection policies and other border 
import activities through interchange between port veterinarians, the chain of 
command, technical experts and national policy makers. 

 Provide an opportunity for field, region, and headquarters personnel to educate and 
enlighten each other in order to aid VS to function more cohesively from port to port. 

 Assess current port Standard Operating Procedures and communication methods, and 
identify inconsistencies, areas for improvement, and policy expansion. 

 
 
Target Audience: Southern Border Port of Entry VMOs and AVICs with Mexico ports in their area.  

Also attending will be Regional and Headquarters Import and Export staff. 
 
Cost:   Travel and per diem only. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Narda Huyke | 515-337-7075 | narda.huyke@aphis.usda.gov 
 
Nomination: Participants for this course are selected by the Regional Offices. 
 
Selection: The Regional Management Teams, in partnership with the NCIE and the 

Regional Import/Export Coordinators, will send an invitation to each AVIC to 
attend as a participant. Additionally, the invitation will request that the AVIC 
identify which Southern Border Port VMO(s) from his/her Area Office should be 
invited. 

 
Deadline:  N/A 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters are sent to attendees. 
 

https://aglearn.usda.gov/plateau/user/deeplink.do?linkId=REGISTRATION&scheduleID=30254
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University of Tennessee Foriegn Animal and Emerging Disease 
Training Course 
Knoxville, TN 
 
July 2013 – AgLearn awaiting date 
 

 
Course Purpose: 
 
The FADD training course is a two week classroom and laboratory course, with instructor-led  
lectures, facilitated discussions, clinical rounds in the animal wing, necropsies, and a simulated  
Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) Investigation. This course provides foreign animal disease training for  
state, federal and military veterinarians in the field identification and diagnosis of disease in  
poultry and livestock not found in the United States. 
 
Target Audience: APHIS Field VMOs, state and military veterinarians. 
 
Cost: Travel and per diem only 
 
Contact:  Ms. Elizabeth Clark | 631-323-3188 | Elizabeth.d.clark@aphis.usda.gov  
 
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn 
 
Selection: 
All applications will be reviewed by the Regional Directors and prioritized.  You will receive official  
approval for acceptance in the course by the PDS facilitator.  Approval status in AgLearn does not  
mean you are automatically enrolled in the course. 
 
Deadline:   
 
Letters: 
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Program Diseases Field Epidemiology 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
July 16 – 18, 2013 - REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
Course provides problem solving skills related to those diseases for which VS has a control, eradication or 
surveillance program.   
 
At the conclusion of the course, participants should be familiar with: 
 

1) Gathering surveillance data and applying epidemiological principals in the field including knowing 
the appropriate questions to ask 

  
2) Developing and implementing herd and flock plans 

 
3) Field investigation techniques  

 
4) Implementing program disease mitigation strategies in the field 

 
5) Either this course or the Area Epidemiology Officer Training Course will satisfy DE 

recertification 
 
Target Audience: Federal and state VMOs who visit herds and owners to gather disease specific 

information for the Area Epidemiologists.  This would include Designated 
Epidemiologists (DEs) or field VMOs who work with or intend to work with the following 
Programs: TB, Brucellosis, Scrapie, CWD and Swine Health.  

 
This course plus mentoring would allow a new DE to become qualified.    

 
This course is not intended for Area Epidemiologists.  AEOs should attend the Area 
Epidemiologist Training 

 
Cost:   Travel and per diem only. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Robert Dickens | 919-855-7171 | Robert.c.dickens@aphis.usda.gov 
 
Nomination:  Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn. 
   Nominations must be received by March, 5, 2013 
 
Selection:  Selections will be made by VS/NAHPP. 
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Area and State Epidemiology Officer (AEO) Training 
Ames, IA 
 
July 30 – August 1, 2013 - REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
To provide Area Epidemiology Officers (AEOs) and equivalent State Epidemiology Officers with the tools to 
effectively manage and direct surveillance and eradication programs, particularly those pertaining to 
program diseases in order to protect animal health. 

 
At the end of the training participants should know how to: 

 
1. Oversee and develop field surveillance and eradication strategies 
2. Communicate effectively with those carrying out field surveillance and eradication activities  
3. Properly evaluate field surveillance and eradication activities  
4. Coordinate the reporting (program surveillance and eradication activities of the USDA Program 

Diseases  
5. Implement strategies to mitigate risk for Program Diseases thus working towards the goal of  

disease eradication or maintaining disease eradication 
6. Coordinate and communicate Program Disease activities with State and Federal Health Officials 

and other stake holders  

 
Target Audience: Federal AEOs and equivalent State Epidemiology Officers who are or will be, actively 

involved in the planning, development, and operation of the epidemiologic delivery 
system, including animal health monitoring disease surveillance, risk assessment, and 
response to emerging issues along with possible training of Designated Epidemiologists. 
Note:  This training fills the classroom training portion of the "Designated 
Epidemiologist" requirements. 

 
Cost:   Travel and per diem only. 
 
Contact:  Ms. Nancy Platter | 515-337-7063 | nancy.k.platter@aphis.usda.gov   
 
Registration: All State and Federal employees must register and be approved by supervisor through 

AgLearn prior to the deadline date.  The Regional Offices will prioritize (if necessary) 
 
Selection:  Selections will be made by VS/NAHPP. 
 
Deadline:  AgLearn Registration:   May 30, 2013 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters are sent to the participants 

and speakers, Regional Training Coordinators, and Regional Directors. 
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Live Bird Marketing System 
Pomona, CA 
 
August 13 – 15, 2013 - REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 

1. Understand how to properly evaluate and define LBMS stakeholder    
activity and compliance with applicable state law, program standards, and licensing 
requirements through consistent audit and evaluation of paper records from the LBMS. 

 
2. Be able to identify and evaluate biosecurity and disease risks in the auction and flea 

market segments of the LBMS and subsequently provide education and outreach 
information on appropriate mitigation techniques e.g., cleaning, disinfection, best 
practices in biosecurity and transport to retail. 
 

3. Demonstrate the ability to communicate knowledge of biosecurity issues and best 
practices to various stakeholder groups via a pre-prepared presentation. 

 
4. Understand proper bird restraint, swabbing, and euthanasia techniques and be able to 

practice them. 
 
Target Audience: Federal and State VMOs and AHT’s who are, or will be, actively involved in the 

Live Bird Marketing System. 
 
Cost:   Travel and per diem only. 
 
Contact:  Dr. Marvirstine Briggs-Fisher | 919-855-7166 |  

Marvirstine.Y.Briggs-Fisher@aphis.usda.gov 
   
 
Registration: All nominations must be sent from the Area Offices to the Regional Offices.  

The Regional Office will fax the approved prioritized nominations to VS/PDS, at 
(919) 855-7185.  State Veterinary nominees should be submitted to the 
Regional Offices by the AVIC, as well. 

 
Selection:  Selections will be made by VS/NAHPP. 
 
Deadline:  AgLearn Registration:   June 13, 2013 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before class begins, letters are sent to the participants 

and speakers, Regional Training Coordinators, and Regional Directors. 
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Industry Training for Inspectors of Export Facilities 
TBD, Western Region 
 
August 13 – 15, 2013 - REGISTER  
 
Course Purpose: 
 
This course focuses on the more complex, yet common types of facility approvals, such as pet food 
and blood products.  Classroom time includes lessons on the manufacturing and industry of the 
chosen types of facilities.   
 

Time will be spent in the classroom working through pre-inspection packages, 
discussing what the requirements are for approval of these facilities to export 
to the EU and the reasons behind these requirements; proper completion of the 
forms within the pre-inspection packages; and what to look for during 
inspections.  The course also includes conducting inspections in actual EU 
approved facilities.  These inspections are led by experienced VMO inspectors 
in a facility, discussing what to look for in the facility and how to link what is 
observed in the facility with the documents and forms in the pre-inspection 
package.   

 
 
Target Audience: VMOs and Export VMOs who inspect facilities that export animal products to the 

EU 
 
Cost: Travel and per diem only 
 
Contact:  Dr. Jason Baldwin | 970-494-7225 | Jason.l.baldwin@aphis.usda.gov 
  
Nominations: Registration/Nomination will be conducted via AgLearn. 
 
 
Selection: All applications will be reviewed by the Regional Directors, prioritized and 

participants will be approved for attendance.  You will receive official approval 
of acceptance in the course by the PDS facilitator.  Approval status in AgLearn 
does not automatically enroll you in the course.    

 
Deadline:  To the Regional Office by June 18, 2012, To VS/PDS by June 13, 2013 
 
Letters: Approximately 5 to 6 weeks before the class begins, participants will receive an email 

with course information 
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Emergency Management Response System (EMRS) Advanced Training 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
September 2013 – REGISTER 
 
Course Purpose: 
 
The EMRS is a web-based task management system designed to automate many of the tasks 
associated with animal disease outbreaks and emergencies. It is used for routine reporting of 
foreign animal disease/emerging disease incident (FAD/EDI) investigations, state-specific disease 
outbreaks and control  
programs, classic national Animal Health Emergency responses, and natural  
disasters involving animals.  
 
This course will include EMRS advanced training in workflow management techniques used during 
an emergency response, including using combinations of zone statuses and premises visit forms. 
Advanced data management, data extraction and manipulation, forecasting, report generation, and 
mapping will be covered.  
 
Emergency Management Response System (EMRS) is a web based task management system designed 
to automate many of the tasks associated with animal disease outbreaks and emergencies. It is 
used for routine reporting of foreign animal disease/emerging programs, classic national Animal 
Health Emergency responses and natural disasters involving animals. 
 
 
Target Audience: Only authorized personnel in a specific state or with a definite “need-to-know” 
 
Cost:   Travel expenses 
 
Contacts:  Dr. Marvirstine Briggs-Fisher | 970-494-7225 

Marvirstine.y.briggs-fisher@aphis.usda.gov 
 
Nominations:  
 
Selection:  Pre-selected audience 
 
Deadline:   
 
Letters: 
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