


(Draft of Harlow 1 tter to ae.gan .... by Alexander) 

De •• Ciovernor: 

FollowlDI Pre.ldeftt Nlzon t
• FeceDt (Februal'Y' If) tetephoDe 

conver •• tlon wi you, he •• ked that I look Into the ruling of the Lo. 

ADlat •• Superior Court which would.. 11'. compullory bUI.tnl of 

Icboot chlldreD throughout the Lol ADgel •• City School .Yltem. 

The Pr.lid.nt .bar •• "our deep eooc.rll about what alleet till. 

ru11ftl. If uph.ld by hlper .tate court.. will ha"e GpOa the a 'gbbor. 

hood school ."stem In Lo • .An,.lel. ae ha. laid maey Ume. that he 

I. totally 0 poI.d to ull «federal fuads to y tor compulsory bu.stlll 

to .chl •• e racial ball. • la pubUc Icho Ie: • b.l ....... 1 you do, 

that the money u •• d to buy.. d o,-rat. bus •• eould be better spent to 

improve the Q ltty of edueatioD t the .chooll. 

From what I am able to flad out, the be.' immediate hope fot 

ealtal thla dlfllcult al tloll would be rever. 1 01' modUleatioD olth. 

Superior Court order by hlper .tate courts. Altboup I bow enougb 

ot to try to predict t • court might do. it s .. ml that chaac •• Of 

modUleatioD of th. lower court rullDI mlpt b. lmpro"" If the 

Ca.lltorala State Board of EducatioD r. to r.aelad tt. rule.. utl'ta, 

.11 schOOl dlst .. let. la the atat. to hI. ..... pp.oaknee ... aelal bal. ce 

la their .chool.. I .fer to tll ... at that de.lpat •• aehool ".aclally 

Imbata ced" II the mlllOl'ity Iroup childree Ie the achool & ... 1ft perc a­

t I. mo .. e th.D I S per ceDt I .... tel' Ihaft the "aUo ot that mlftorlty raee 



z 

to the geDeral population within the aehool dt.trlet. The Superior Court 

Judge reUed upon the State Board rule to. r.qulrln. racial balance 11'1 
. 

the order he leeued. Of cour •• , even If the Board rule .ere re.ere.d, 

the judge·. findlcg of dl.criminatlon could eUll etand alace it wa. baeed 

upon the Federal Conetltutlon'e 14th ameadment. But a hi,ber etate 

court .bould be lDflua cad if the etate tte.lf r ... r.a. or modlfle' ite own 

rul Pectulrlftl rae lal b lance tn obriou. r •• pon. to a lower .tat. court 

decl.lon ba.ed in Ie. 

With cordial regard. 


