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State Department review 
completed . 
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If the bODbing was stopped I have little doubt 
that the Soviet Union would feel itself freer to press 
advice on l~noi, and ccncciv~bly even use the threat 
of withholding of military supplio3 from Hanoi if Hanoi 
pl'oved l:1:!c~lc:i.t-j:c:nt. I doubt vc.r.y n;uch if the Sovlct 
G t ' . j'" ... t t' tl t ·cvernmcu- nas any OV2rr~Q~ug 1n'CreG 1n le ou co~a 
of th~ fi~ht in Vietnam. 

Another edv2nt~ge of a unilatcr31 cessation of-the 
boa;0ing ,-!Ould be that "7e ~-;ould thus r:::.::d.ntain fully our 
right to aerial surveillance over North Vietnam) a point 
vlhich ':'iould sure 1y be! contes ted by the north Vj.ctnC'l!l:3se 
if the ces5D.tion resulted from . .:1ny [arm of agi:ecir:8nt. 

I think thl~re 18 some merit in \-7ho.t Nick has sug­
gested, D3ru31y that after we have prescnted on }~ndoy 
t6 th2_North Victnn~aoe - in 3 private m~oting - desiderata 
vie pa~- .. ~ them to the Rllssj.ans ~t the, sc:.tl:e tim~ askin3 the 
~imrle question if in light of those desider2ta tho 
Soviets s till L~0_inUdn th8ir posit:LonG s.~t fOTth in 
Ko",,-·7;n'" l""-t"". I "·'0'1 1 C.1 CO,i-,,-i--,1y 1 .... 0 1. u""'~('r"~l/"" to ~ju .. · .. l w -.-l.,. ' __ • 4 .......... wl __ ~~.,I_t .. ~ ..... "- 1.,)",-~ __ L,...(" ........ ",~ 

guarantc2 thnt Soviet effo;:ts 't':ould h.:.vc any cc:t:t.:1inty 
of succeso, but I 3m reasonably confident that the Soviets 
would rJab.1 the effort. I do not believe thnt the Russian 
ViCH expi:cssed j,n I(osy~:i.n'3 letter is just a chec?p tl.-ick 
to delude us since I doubt th3t tilG Soviet Union places 
so Iowa value on their relations with the U. S. 
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'. Any j,;'clatio~G of thi.s sort of com:S2 rr.UGt enta:tt -:-----j.j 
(not corr.rmnic.Sltcd to any fm .. "8:Lgn couhtJ:"Y) the i:C~)lhT~ption . 
of bo~b1ng if cessation prcduces no valuable results . 
from our point of view. _ - '. . 
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