MEMORANDUM POR BILL TIMMONS
Prom: pick Cook

The prevali situation on the guestion of voting rights
for 18 year- is very ocomplex, beth from a pariismentary
and tactiocal standpoint. Neverthaless, after talking to
B£11 MeCulloch, Diek Poff, Jerzy Pord, Frank Polk, Lew
Deschler, Bobyi¥nes and John Dean, the following seoms to
be shpping wp.

1. The Rouse will not take up the Eouse passed Voting Rights
Agt (as amended and passed hy the Senate) until after the
Raster recass.

2. When the bill is bafore the House, Cesller may offer a
motion to instruct the House conferses to receds and oconcur
in the Senate amendment with an amendment deleting the
Senate language granting the right to vots to 10 year-clds,

Should that motien fail, I think Celler wauld then move
that the House recoade and comour in ths fSenate amendment,
thus aveiding a conference {(and possidle Senate filidustaer
on consideration of the csnference report). The Prasideat
then would have the fenate passed Voting Rights bill (S5-year
c:wlm plus Hart-Scott and 18 ysar-old wote)} here for
signing.

Prior to offering his motion to instruct the NHouse conferees
to delstes the 18 year-old vots, Celler probably would promise
early Judicliary Coumittes hearings on reaching this goal
through the constitutional amendment prooess. HRe probably
would be supported by Bill NMoCullooh and other ramking
Judiciary Coomittes Members,

At the preseat time, nmany observers fsel that & motion to

instruct conferess to delads the )8 year-eold vots would be
defeated on a rxull osll vote. Were the Administration to

make an open move in favor of the constitutional amendment
?rios &: t?h vote, the lines might hardea beshind Celler,

see below

There is virxtually no chance of a fres and uaiastrusted
conferance. If there was, most of Celler's choices for
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oonferees wonid opposs the 18 year-old vote and the NHouse
position on this issus would probadly prevail. IXIf Celler
didn't try to eontrol the situation with his own motion,
the Speaker probably wounld have to reocognizs any Member
(am 1 from the Judiciary Committes) for the purpose
of effering a motion to instruot conferees. There are
nany Massbers (a majority on the Judiciary Coamittes) in
favor of the 18 year-eld wota who, in the sbsence of a
motion frem Celler, would offer a motion to {nstruet the
House confarases 0 recede mnd conour with the antire Senats
bill. miu !.u:"zm‘a vote {in favor of the Yord
substituts, this would be very 4iffbounlt to beat.

3. Justice has under considerastion tweo mﬂh scotions
subnission of a propossd constitutional amendwent te the
Speaker and President of the Senats that would permit the

18 year-old vota feor Prasident, Vies President and Congress
oxr a letter from tha Attornsy General to Cellsr and Bastland
mmmmmmapmnm;mzm
suggested by Kisindienst before ths Sensts Sudb-Committee

an Constitutional Amendments on Fedbruary 17, if.e., the
sonstitutional amsndunent routs.

MENDATION !

Joha Dean and I talked about this today. We think it would
be & good idea to have a masting with the Attorney Genaral,
Foxrd, MeCullosh, Boott and Hruska and White Houwe staff at
the sarliest opportunity.



http:3wUcd.HJ

