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FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 

May 18, 1972 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGERY~': ~ 
Psychological Warfare operahons Against 
North Vietnam and North Vietnamese 
Forces in South Vietnam 

In accordance with your request, following is a report on the psychological 
warfare operations now under way or in the planning stage against North 
Vietnam and North Vietnamese forces in South Vietnam. 

Leaflets 
A. Under Way 

-- 144 million leaflets have been or are being printed. Three 
separate texts are included, directed at North Vietnamese forces and 
the civilian population in the North. They inform the readers of your 
May 8 speech, and call on North Vietnamese soldiers and civilians to 
press for peace on the basis of your proposals and stress the theme of 
severe setbacks to North Vietnamese forces. 

-- Of these leaflets, 15.7 million have been dropped in three 
separate areas of South Vietnam (see map at Tab A) since May 11. 
These leaflet drops are continuing. 

- - 600, 000 leaflets were dropped over Hanoi by F -4 strike air craft 
at 2400 Washington time on May 18. 

B. Projected 
- - Dis semination in the next day or so of a minimum of 10 million 

leaflets has been directed by CINCPAC within the area of the Red River 
Delta and contiguous ter:!::itory. 5 million more are to be dissenirnated 
by wind -drift in the North Vietname se panhandle. 

-- Preparations are being made to use B-52 ' s for mass leaflet 
dissemination. 

Leaflet operations are being considered on-going, and materials 

will be updated as appropriate. 
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A. 
prograIT1IT1ing to North VietnaIT1 since May 8. 

It now b oadcasts f i ve hours daily during priIT1e evening tiIT1e (6 -11 p. IT1. ), 
us ing five t an mitte 5 wi.th strong IT1ediuIT1 and short wave signals. The 
a st two hou s of a m "lli.o n watt, IT1ediuIT1-wave transIT1itter are beaIT1ed 

d i r e ct y at Hanoi . T h e re has been no jaIT1IT1ing. 

- - VOA ' s signa l has been upgraded further for beaIT1ing i.nto North 
Vi e m aIT1 by renting sate llite transIT1ission facilities. 

- - Prograrnrnin a has consisted of your May 8 speech, official U. S. 
Gove rnment state-ment , co verage of the restrained Chinese and Soviet 
reaction to the rrrining, r epor tage of favorable U. S. opinion polls on 
your actions I and w a r c o r respondent reports eIT1phasizing the positive 
side of the military s i t uation in the South £rOIT1 our standpoint. 

- - The G G ene a Political ' -a rfare DepartIT1ent's Voice of 
FreedoIT1 is broad c a s ting 20 hou rs daily to ! orth VietnaIT1 (1100 to 0700 hours, 
Hanoi time ). Conte t bas e a s "z ed So uth Vi.etn mese resi.stance, the 
suppo rt of South ie tna m ' s a llies, an d o rth Vietn amese casualties. 

B. Projected (Ove t ) 
- - Widespread d" s seminati on in 1 o r th Vietnam by air -drop of 

simple, one-chann e l radios is bei.ng investiaated. Some stocks are 
believed to be on hand, and more can be ordered. 

-- Refi.ning of VOA programIT1i.ng to increase effectiveness will be 
undertaken. For exaIT1ple, favorable military information which up to 
now has not been broadcast due to its classified nature will be 
declas sified. 

-- Friendly foreign radio broadcasters which are believed to have 
substanti.al North Vi.etnaIT1ese audiences (e. g., BBC and Radio Australia) 
will be requested to include favorable, but accurate, accounts of the 
military situation in South Vietnam and of foreign reactions to our 
military measures w hich are di.sadvantageous to North Vietnam. 

C. Under Way (Covert ) 
- - Existing black and grey CIA as sets (Radio Sai.gon, Voice of 

£1'<:: 0:::<1 01"11, antl 0l11C:L" 0l d. c~ a dd g :ccy 3l.alion 5 in GUl.h Su-uth V .i€:L-,an1. anL~ 

Lao s ) are conce ntrati.ng on c a rrying the IT1essage to North Vi.etnamese 
tro cps alld th.e civi l popul a Li O.i"i iT.. ~h e i'~O :i:~tl1 t}l at dissension exi s ts, 
popular morale is poor, and that criticism of the regime is widespread. 

http:concentrati.ng
http:substanti.al
http:programIT1i.ng
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D. Pro;ected (Covert) 
- - A plan has been drafted for setting up an intensive, Tokyo Rose" 

or "Axis Sally"-type 24-hour a day broadcasting effort against North 
Vietnam. The basic pitch will aim at the people over the heads of the 
top leadership, and will have a very simple theme: the war is madness 
and continues only because of the blind ambition and insane policies of 
this top leadership. The announcers will be persons who speak the 
North Vietnamese dialect. 

- - To gain audiences, the programming will be made against a 
background of carefully selected musical entertainment, spot news 
conveying an aggregate message of North Vietnamese defeat, and accurate 
informatiop about such matters as killed or captured North Vietnamese 
soldiers and areas where the population will be affected by communications 
cuts. 

- - CIA communications spe cialists are already working with their 
counterparts in the military serv-lce and the Defense Department to 
arrang e for transmitters, determine optimum broadcast frequencies, 
and n:.solve the many technical problems this project poses. 

- - Consideration is being given to the possibility of using a SDIP­

borne transmitter if necessary. The U. S. Navy communications ship 
"Blue Ridge" has been offered by the JCS for this purpose. 

Disinformation 
- - CIA has a covert program underway to convince the top Hanoi 

leadership that the U. S. Government is in clandestine communication 
with a high-level dissident faction within the North Vietnamese Party 
apparatus. 

- - The first phase of this program involves "leaking" through a 
trusted agent in Vientiane the alleged word of an American official 
that "there are some people in Hanoi who also want to end this stupid 
war" and "thank God not everybody on the Central Committee is crazy. " 

- - "Evidence" will then be provided from a variety of sources and 
agents to develop the legend that the U. S. Government is in secret 
contact with a dissident faction in the North Vietnamese heirarchy. 
It might even be said that it was this faction which recommended the 
mining of Haiphong as the only tangible way to break the power of the 
hard-liners in Hanoi. 
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- - T he effects of this disinformation program could be significant-­
tension s and suspicions within the already-paranoic Hanoi leadership 
might increase , and fr unity of this leadership might be weakened. 

Othe 

(All of the measu res be low are under study for early implementation. ) 

- - Air - d op of empty parachutes, radios, and other equipment 
in var i o s p arts of . o r th Vietnam to suggest airborne agent insertions. 

- -. Placement of rubb e r life-rafts and associated equipment on 
North VietnaInese beache s to suggest seaborne agent insertions. 

- - Collection of s ea-borne assets and deployment along the 
North Vietname e coast to suggest that amphibious assaults are 
impending. 

- - Actual launching of small, commando-type operations along the 
North Vieman,-cse co as t. 

-- Location of the Radio Hanoi and Liberation Radio transmission 
facilities in North Vietnam, and inclusion of these facilities on regular 
USAF target listings. 

All of the foregoing operations (with the exception of the di.sinformation 
program) are being coordinated by the Indo-China Ad Hoc Committee 
which is chaired by Ambassador Sullivan. Its members include senior 
representatives of State, CIA, OSD/ISA, the JCS, USIA, and the NSC 
Staff. The psychological warfare program is ~eing handled at this 
level to assure rapid decisions and implementation of agreed acti.ons. 
Under this committee, an intensive effort is now under way to develop 
more steps to increase the impact of our total psychological warfare 
program. Regular progres s reports will be submitted to you. 

Following your telephone conversation with General Haig on May 17, we 
have undertaken a major effort to rejuvenate and energize all facets 
of our psychological warfare. Thelnes ,will be broadened to encompass 
those facets of the program included in your May 18 memorandum to. 
General Haig. General Haig has spoken personally to Director Helms, 
Ambassador Sullivan, Admirai lvioorer and ail otner Key oIiicials 
associated with this program and G e neral Haig is confident that dramatic 
improvements will iollow. 
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