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r . 1\ i 8 s;i · e r : vVh er e do y 1 tl 'nk w ~ 8la1l1 ? 

- 11 . I _~I the J t l
• 

not just the ir i ndec ent ha s te in no -m alizing relations with China , b t t he y 
even picked National Day as their p r f r ence to go there. We have n 
i n i gen ce report which s a y the Chine s e d idn't even w ar t th th 
or a ny fo reignerso And yesterday they send me a me ssage saying their 
De puty Vice Foreign Minister T8ururni wants to meet with me privately 
to work out the agenda, and the next thing you k now they've told R og ers 
and Johnson, who we r e then hovering a ll around me. I don't know how 

. they d o it. I told ( the Japanese) I wouldn't see him. 

But back to our problem. What bother s me most is, do you think 
we Ive m ade an unreasonable proposal? 

A mba ssado r Bunke r: No, I do not think 80 0 

Dr . Kissin er: We have n 't a crificed all thes e yea rs in o rde r to 
I f y u <1. ' 1 tl i s is unreas , w e III cha n ge it. And 

w e III p .y wh t e v e r price we have to. 
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A 1D 1 - S~ Tle g lt s of "\' c, f C O l Y ~;;> : i , : o in t 4. 

T } f' • f E' e _ 1] ("" It e t · 1 to d ' S S J, d lh e t n (' f tl i 8 .- = t il t t 

." ,' 1.1 h e ,_ € , Ii ::1. R a co Ji Lion r .Jv erJil, l 1 t 1 a 
I n l \' r! L( ." , :r d " J p [ ", 11 J tn ( n ~ r -

(-) f e 1 1 d I.l n ' j s u' r e a ' s ' . 

Dr. Kiss i n g er: l SI 't it a paten f aud? 'h e sen _e 01:: ' " n s to 

the e lec t i on will be made to this. 

l b S " c1 ~ r- D In ker : Y e s. H ll l(" r ' f eTe n el l n 'i : : 1 (" d w t tl ~ --- - -g e 'l'l 1: e lll i.n I " E' 1.' , i t ",,' ~ ' l L 1' 1 U , l Jl l S" ;lS h 1) -' p c:; ' d :-. !) t l~1 J .c t i 
~ l be 1" v.; I S ~ - llllne e s sa r i1 y r ' g g "" (1, 

Do Cha rli 1.11 111 0 tr ' ~ ? 

A rll ba s sacJ or Bunl e r: Yes, e1s the only Olle. 

he think? 

Ambass ador B un k er: He agrees it's a reasonable proposal. 

1 Y ( 'h e Sou th Vie t ames ) a l s o f el the n i ght 1 s e c n t r 1 £ 
tl ei r part. T hey fear that if we s urface it, they'll be charged with 
g iv ing away too much. It's a question of their resolve, and the morale of 
th e a rITled fo r ces. 

Dr. K is s i nger: Yes. 

Ambassador Bunker: And finally, there is a feeling that South 
Vietnam is not yet ready to face a political confrontation with the Com 
munists, frank ly. 

Dr. Kissinger: Neither side feels ready to face up to a political 

.' 
A mbassad or B unker : Yes. T hey fear the y a r e n ot yet w e ll enough 

comp ete politically with such a tough d ' cipline d organ' zat i o • 
t integ ati ng politically ar e fee b le 
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11uke r: ( oP 't) .Li } p _ ,-i cl 1'1 e of I l h' s 1 C: 1.1 rt t hj ----- - -
o s ulted w' t 1 his :( ec u r i l' i c 

r es i e ll , tJ e ,M' n iste , a n d -he F o r g _ M i n s Le r . N ha t Id e 

L l~. \Vi ll h ey i E_a}'\. ? 

ador B unker: No . 

I w nt t see himo I wrote out the vvho i e e e of e ents f r 
y o . ( b '/\) 0 I th' 1k he was too ernbarrass e d t Ie a sk d m ,e 
to s e a m. rn nc l ITl first, and the n he wou' s _ f~ c , s sent o ne. 
Then I w a i t d f a an a ppointment. I t Id Nha I c e r t . l y should se e the 
P resident a n ywa y. 

er : D they r ee gni ze tha.t e hr . - ' ~ a cc rt ~ (· mel )f 
-----~-

their 

A n b a ssador B unker: T h ey s h uld; I po' n t ed it out to .hen1 

I wa ited un til 7; 30 for a n a poi n tme nt a l d c all d ha a H sa id 
it c l dn't be a r ran ge d bu t they would have a message . M e a n whil the 
Palace called Eva (the Ambassador's secretary) and told m e a messenger 
would come by at 7:30. Nha carne himself at 7:30, wi th no memorandum. 
Nha s a' d they were shocked at our turndown of their proposals. 

Dr. Kissinger: I think we're better off sticking where we are, with 
. no refe rendum. 

If we go too far, Ellsworth, you tell us. 

Ambassador Bunker: Yes. 

D r . Kiss i nger: I f a ll of this wo r ks, with 1 th se e a b rate for m SI 
the process will last at least through November. We then can say it's a 
mess, we can go back to the proposal for the military issues alone. We 

,)1 s y, g ive 1 the lsone rs and a ceas efire; we're ge ting out. 

hey w on't accept it a n ywa y . 

s sr E / ~NSITIVE 
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T h at's -ight. 
ith thf' E l 

1 ' luke r : 'I'll __ t' s i' 1.1 t e r i ] It. 

4 

We' c h , J' J f' d 1'; r t v) J -1 l' 1 ~ e 1 0 11 ( ~ , II _. V P ; 

"review th e C onsLituti o n fu t· i L. cousiste uc y wi ' 1 li t · o lH1J.Lioll. ("; 
We "e i 'ken out " e q ) lity. "We1ve take) l )111 !I n L1. tr 'ty . " 

l wh- r 10 w go f r orn h e #c ? 

They f Clnl S( 1 Lo h v ~ a lU _ nl()./, I} " '1111 l l ~ e 

¥ih \ 

1 l' o TIl t h av e a COll( ) ~t i - l L Col H I b · - ---thei a tho We h a v e ositioncd UtI1 ~ , f~ ~~~ r! 11; I.l P . l j ~ i Y 
w o ul pJ': ove 1\ ~ G over 

, 
R s t a t a c onirontati01 C ::q:: > T f ,1 ,1 ( t ' I 

biggest ost f ) "11 ove r . 
h e y can!t have the President go th ro ugh the whol e le c ti an w i thout 

the ir help and then have a conf r ontation with the North Vietnamese in 
N vember as we plano 

Should we write a letter to them? 

Ambassador Bunker: 
p tting down your pints. 

That m a y be a goo d idea. You d raft it, 

Dr. Kissinger (to Rodman:) We should say, first, on the basis of 
t h A mbassador's report, we've made adjustments which the AITlbassador 
will exp laino On the other hand, it is essential for us to have a position 
from which we can demonstrate to the American peop le that the only 
obstacle is the C ommunists i insistence on our putting them in powero 
Onc e we do this, we can survive a s a lemate and have a basis for :t' tu rnjng 

y 8 -h os i t' n - .. settling the mili tary issues alone, 

v., h a ve to surv' v e if the l ette s urfa ces. D nit say the M y 8 h 
a that it will show world opinion the l e gths to wh o ch a 

t.O g al 1 pro -; a bas' s f o · :1 n dl in g t l e COR E' '1 ens if - - fa " 

. i. 1118 I · 8 1" e v a bl e . 

l , ( , 

, ) 
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Bunker : Th's j s h "u's d -fecto 

:a 1'1,1 it's 1.'-1."11 ( f ..LIe D uc .. La, LP Ln "j he '1 ve r 

I ll: p1;l11 i ... t h: ~, ( be t reci s c: I{ i',e r J,S 1 ',) s · 
N ove b e r 7 th 'we 1 J1 t. o v~al ou t " y luvelDoer Lh. 

' lDe rd , I y 

If Thi e u wanLs to do a heroic landineS ol?era,ti n , l e do this. 
S e i Oll 81 Y is he pia 11lg fhi. s ? 

un k e r: Y e . 

D r . K issinger: S riously. Let hirn do il:. 

W e' " e [ cing sabotage in Wash"gton. L '" : d 1) '- j 18 L t c '.: l JrYH " n d d 
a 20 '1c c ut in the a ug rne ntab o n forces~ a t. 0 01 c u.! in t ll f] C' _ t i. HI -
cut in our a ITlm. 'tian u pplies -- and all this in a w 'l· i t . rt l . 

to the r esident! Tell Weyand thi s. And at tl "s lrl ( ll)en ! If 
to de w "th i d 

'Ne b r ought L a ird to San Clem ente, n ot fo r the r a ft " ut to tell h im 
he can't do it. The President hande d him a written order not to make the 
cuts. T hen Laird went out and told the p res s that 27,000 wasn't the final 
fi g re -- w hi 1 we had gone to g re a l e ngths to avoi d doing . T h e n he 
asked M oorer to make a military r e q uest for the cuts! 

You have to stick .with So You always haveo I have to be the head= 
master of a reform schooL When we hit some Chinese lifeboats, MACV 
came o ut with a deniaL The Chine se sent us an apologetic note explaining 
why they had to protest publicly! 

Tell Thieu: His only friends are the President and 10 T he refore 
I'm really concerned by his attitude towards youo 

Ambassador Bunker: I think Thieu was embarrassed to tell me 
he didn't have a m morandum. 

http:ol?era.ti
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In ] H e x, we should s" y , !IT I! " E" nr e t 1 4 0 1.1 J 

I ] Y e ~Vlll 11 0t r e I 1..111' i !J our a.L y. '\¥I .lCll \r . el ( i·, i ll l ! 11 11 1 11 ;- I 

-. ~ S < The ou1 u g er we fac now '. In i t rU f t. b t w " ' I I I I -; . 1. leas e 
work w ' t h Anlbassador B unker in tle s p' it of toLal f r a n I l e ~ s tL ~ t we 
hav e a l ways had. vVe have told you our e very move. H l.S ess e tial now. II 

Af er Novernber we will be in a unique POSIt on . We have ever 
had a rn andate f o r an hon rable end to the wa.r. In ) 968 w e prorni e d to 
end t e "va. E ven if it' R 0 11.1 b f h p 14 g l1. y made 
it a issue at j . ~ wrn. 

'W 've g t the ate r pla ug h N ovelnb r. M Ol d ~ a nn nee 
Il rn going to Mo sc o w . Have I told y o u this? 

r: Y e 8 J yon f 1 d n l _ Y ( I I J TO •• r ~ r.-r i r 1.: . ----------------------
(A t this po' nt , r . 1 S S 111. g - S P p 0 nth e p I n _ '\ l.lll 

H a i g, 1 S t r 11 C tin. g h in!. , in te r alia, t o t e 11 l) D l ha t ) e r _ s id ( 
no f . t er comm ent on tro p withdr awals. ) 

'a nted 

w p 
A u 

The re is a new s b 
o a (Tab C). And 

sugges tion ' w h a v e ac e pte a n d whic h we have 
r :5h ow ' g whi 1 of the i r 
not. ( Tab D). 

A:mbassador Bunker: That's helpful. 

Dr. K issinger: On Point 4, we've addressed :many of their c once rns. 

Arnbassador Bunker : You've taken out "neutrality. 11 

D r . Kis singe r: Yes. 

A:mbassador Bunker: (reading): "Revie w the Constitution for its 
c onditions of peace." That's good . 

S the y d o n't have to "re v ise" it. A nd a " r e fe r n 
_ I 1 

J l : ' 

" 
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T O_ E C R E /S ~ NSI ' VE 
E L U 0IVE Y E YES ONLY 7 

Go d, yes. !!Fai r~ e s s I yr Ii,r ace p t. 

Y E' s. F r:llll.,d r • .i.f il be e' I S a ,, ' el i g ,i.nt 

A <.er: Yes, eacls:) Il L Rs e lll1 g ~h e s of 
pe it out? 

Dr . I\ is s ing 1': vVhat does it rn an ? 

A lTl 

r: M a.ybe we should accept 811 i.l II· sa .... J a nH:'lll~ · Ilra s e s . 
------::.::.........~ 

A n b ass a dar B unker : I d -' l't kn. w 1. h?t', 11 D 10. 

Dr, I~ is singe r: Even if Thi eu should tear f ull y say, "Let's sI g n. 

it," we waul - n it be a.ble to sign it r ' ght away, I f \i f .. l" bl 
15th, it will ta e through Oc tob e r, I will i:a ke p 1's _11 ' .1 
f ail g who offered what. We will be a 1 to sa.y t o 
th'ng we haven't fie is a Com u is gOY 

Thieu is so obtuse. 

l·lis on S e l en: ber 
ha · ge of c on-

on 
tI t the oni y 

~ e why 

Am assador Som of their pr opos ed changes are m aningles s : 
"Various" in place of "all." Some we rejected, w ith good reason: "for 
purely defensive purposes," 

Can I us e this? 

Dr. Kis singer: 
with Thieu. 

Yes. We thought it would help you run through it 

Ambassador Bunker: You say "Deal with" in the procedural pa rt. 

Dr. Kissinger: They wanted to say "discuss" and not "resolve". We 
prop se "deal with, " which is nlore neutral. 

e D c Tho is the same. They' ll raise a theological p oint and stick 
it fore ve r. 

.1 
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_____ i~~ ((" ·r ! '~ [I f> II r th it cr Lhr> ' (Ih ( I Jn il s ) 

k e p c orn i 11 g b ~ c k I ') : 1\ r 11 ] U e '- l i 11 . 1 s a J r in I" s 8 1 I 1.1 f h' l l.i i l W r S U S f' r u 1 
I we ,, ' " h a 1) y o . h r ~,. j 0 li l i· u 1 <-

s ec '.I h py 1 -' ( ' r " " 

l e y h e. venI t 1 J"PI ~ rl i i, hil i tb.' s . 
Los, 0 " Iloi. I d r !l't no w h o w phys' all y I '\:' .( Illei 1 ii , 

Would a s it by rne to I .no i wre k e ve ry t lt i r g In ..... g Jl 

would it dep e nd on the outcome? 

.A It 'would ( nd UP Ll l' UU (t r 

r 

Dr. J:< i ss ' n g "' r : I'd 
to Hanoi. 

to S' : g fi r st, I S 1 P s e, n d ti l . 11 d ' s ;.. '-' ,;:,!a r 

(At 8 :45 , convers a t ion broke up and T , l-(i ~ i l g~ r (-"I' _ rn r III d 
A bassador Bunker t s e e the resi e nt.) 

(The lette r to .hi u drafted late r for l e . e ' de nt' sj II e 
is at Tab .E. ) 
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