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MEMORANDUM OF CO . E RSATION 

12 Nove n b e r 1 7 0 E e s P alace , Paris, France 

Pres e nt: Th Pr e 
p 

Pr e s id~n Pon.p· 0 

Pre sid e nt for he 
General d G a 1 

T h e P 
General d 
h e had a ways b 
trate on h e s 
not m e r e l t o rep r es 
own p e r s onal ad iration a 
wishe d to hank P r e . d . 

pido 

! al t r s 

to France to att e nd 
a d ha both h e and the French 

own and adIT1ir e d 
be h ad ha with him 
al' s abi i t r to c onc e n

h e h ad wishe d 
x pr " ss his 

H also 
unicatio afte r his 

rec e nt visit t o t he So ie Uni o . co ments most 
interesti n g . H h" s elf had not el th So" t ead rs a n d was 
therefor e m os t a p p r cci a tive of Pr 5ident Pom p i d ou ' s v i e ws on them. 

Preside nt Pompidou said that he could of course now tell the 
Pr e side nt a good d e al rnore than he had in his written corr,munication. 
First of all, there was President Podgorny. Despite his title, he did 
not hav e any real power. Kosygin was es sentiall y an administrator 
despite his title and had taken almost no part in the political discussions, 
except that once or twice he had broken in to the conversation to rnake 
some anti-German remark (He was from Leningrad). Brezhnev, on 
the other hand, had behaved like the boss. He was hard as nails, sure 
of hi m s e lf and sure of the Soviet Union and its military power. To him 
powt:r n. e ant nl ilitary power. Several times he had told Pr e sident 
Pon: pidou that his 55-9 missile was the most powerful in the world and 
that tl1<:: USSR now had an advantage in ITlis siles ov e r the U. S. H e had 
said s e ~ ral tin1es that the USSR wanted peac e b ut that "it nev e r draws 
back. II Pr e sident Pon'lpidou said that his general intpression of the 
Sovi <;;: t e a d e rs was that while they wer e tough and wanted above all e lse 
to hold th ir status quo - this was why th e y were making treaties with 
th e West G e rmans and trying to put their Eastern European house in 
orde r - the y w e r e not ready to embark on an adventurous policy like 
Khrushche v. 
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Pr e side nt Po 
over th e ir r l a tio. s 
no reason \ h y the 
They had tr' ed thi 
would n-lake r ans 
arrang ha 
Union. 
had r efus ed. 

resourc s. 

p i do s aid t h a t the Sovi e ts wer e de e ply concerned 
\v i th C hin a . P d o r n y had told him that there was 
oul no have ood r latio n s f ron-" State to State. 

,,'i h h Chi. e b had n ot worked. The Chinese 
b t did not. " ... -ant to rrlake permanent 

e rri o rial claims on the Soviet 
ttl em ent and the Chinese 
had asked Podgorny if 

c o on frontier. On one 
a nd on the other incalculable 

Pompido d ath of Mao would make 
any diffe r e c 
the prob e v..H C hine s ~ o ,I d r e main. Pr esident Pompidou, as 
a Europ ean. d · d not fi n d it unple a s ant that the Soviets were principally 
cone r ned China . 

T he Pr e ident said that h e was most interested in President 
Pompid s i ew s . Something had happened recently that seemed in 
sorn e e a u r e to c onfirm President Pompidou's views that the Soviets 
wer e c a ti o u s about en1barking on a policy of adventures. Even though 
it was t r ' t hat in h avy ground based missiles the Soviet strength was 
infinit Iy o r e ate r than it had been at the tim e of the Cuban missile 
crisis. In this cate gory they had an advantage over us although we had 
advan t a e s i n othe r areas. He would tell President Pompidou something 
in th e gr a t e st confidence as it was known at only a very few levels in 
our own o' uv e rnnl e nt. The Press had reported that the Soviets had been 
building a submarine base i n Cuba. This was true. Our U -2 photography 
had shown unmistakeable evidence of this. Instead of having a public 
confrontation, the President said that he had had Dr. Kissinger privately 
show Ambassador Dobrynin the evidence. Three or four days later 
TASS Agency had denied that the Soviets were building such a base and 
had no int e ntion of doing so. Later Dobrynin had confirmed these 
assurances. The President said that he had handled this matter private ly 
rath e r than put them in a public position of having to back down, which 
wi.th th "" i.r greater than previous strength th e y nlight be most r eluctant 
to do . 

T h " President then said that on the rr. att e ::: oi Germany and Berlin 
he hoped that French and U. S. policy would r e a in as the y wer e very 
clos e to e t h e r. G e rn1. any rr.ust rem ain ori er:te d towards the West and 
we my. t b firm on Berlin. 
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Pr e side nt Pompidou said tha h e h ad n e v e r under stood the need 
for th e B e rli n n gotiati on ~ i n the fi r t pace . H e had not felt them to 
be nec e ssar y b t n that we \I ed i n them we had to arrive 
at some r es ul . The P r id ha w h h e said w e must be firm 
he did n ot ean t ha t F ~ n t o uld n ot make small 
concess i o ns _ ~h e s t G e rnl any in Berlin. 

we shou l d no 
should l ead 0 

The P r e i 
1n the pr e ss and 
hims e lf and the S o' 
that as o f h 

not take 
arrang 
British, 
prior to ch 
Pompido 0 

would t ake . 
h 

\ e s t G e rn1ans were quite 
i o s . The Pr e sident went on that 
Be lin a nd that its umbilical cord 

Po pid t said h e fully agreed. 

n onsid e rable speculation 
f a m .eeting between 
t ell Pr e sident Pompidou 

pe in sig ht. He would not 
in a y e ar, such a me e ting might 

P eside t Pompidou that if such 
d of c ours e inforrr, the French, 

a t they c ou lci consult together 
0 ' _ , 0 c our s e , i or 
r e on ha f 0 IT the · r 

Pr e sident 
o n sultation 

Pr si d n t Pompido s a i d tha he as r a t ful i OT thi s a ssurance. 

T h e Pr e si d e t th said that i n I o d o chj n a w e would pursue our 
policy o f dis e ngag-e n-:ent, that is, strengthe ning th e South Vietnamese 
Army as w " withdrew. It did not appear at present as though much 
would come out of the peace negotiations , although private meetings 
would be h e ld. 

Preside nt Pompidou said that the really decisive moment woul d 
be when South V i etnamese elections were held in 1971. The President 
said that h e agreed. 

The President said that he knew how busy President Pompidou 
must b with all his visitors. He himself had had something similar 
at th e time of G e neral Eisenhower's funer a l and th e r efor e he did not 
wish to irrlpose on President Pompidou' s time . 
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Pre sid n t Po 
talk and it h a d ho 
matters mi ht be , 0 

same, 

As h 
that the PC" 

elected a 

Th 

that counted i 

f' .:-: G ReT S E?, GITIJ{ E 

aid t ha he uch a p p r eciated their frank 
h differ e s on minor 
o nt 0 r poll ies ar the 

sid nt Po p idou said 
C 10n r suI Th 
Th Pres'dent h a e ven 
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