Statement of Ceneral A. A. Vandegrift, Commandant of the iharine Corps
before the Senate Armed Services Committee on 5. 758, the

lational Security Act of 1947. : . .
afu?éggdixcéfiﬁ;f

iR, CHAIRAN &KD MNEw3IRS CF THE COMMITTEE:

a5 Comnandant of Marines and spokesman for our Corps, I desire
to discuss certain features of the pending measure.

v

I have never opposed the principle of unification, although
I nave ex:ressed strong disapproval of the objectives underlying
the original Collins Plan for outright merger of the armed forces.
az 1n accord witn the over-all objectives which the bill now

I
under consideraticn seeks to attain.

Since reading some of the testizony which has been given be-
fore this Committee, partidularly that of General Eisenhower and
the Under Secretary of War, r, Royall, I have become increasingly
concerned about the danger of lessening the degree of civilian,
including Congressional, control over our military establishment
by concentrating great powers in a single individual. As a
result of this testlmony I have beccme anirerensiye of the results
that may ensue unless those powers gre more ciarply defined and
There 1s a clearer meeting of minds as to just vhat authority is
vested in the Secretary of National Zerfense.

I think it 1s apparent to éveryone that this is a bill of
the broadest national character, with a heavy impact upon the
civilian as well as tne military structure, I am sure that any
imperfections willl be adequately dealt with by other witnesses
czllcd before .thi: Coriilttec, witnecsces wno aure lesderc in the
Tields of government, education, science, industry, and labor, and
who are competent to speak in the brost terms necessary., Iy own
coments will be confined to the military aspects of the bill, and
within that field I shall limit myself still further to those
defects of immediate concern to the iarines.

Stated concisely and with respect to the Marine Corpms, the

defects of the Dill are twofold: :

First: It affirms the existence of the iiarine Corps
without expressly statlng the rolzs and missions
whicn tne Corps is expscted to perfora.

Secord: It completely excludes the marine Corms from

rarticipation in the joint bodics and agencies
which the blll would establiceh,

In <he balance of my statement, I shall elsborate upon these .
defects and attempt to convey to vou their full import.
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S The failure of the bilI to assign specific'functione to.ithe
3$iarine Corps 1s a source of grave concern.to.me; for ity allows, X
~.ithe Corps to be stripped of everything but name--to reduce it to
-role.of military impotence. -I wish to. dwell .upon the" posLtion,
'of extreme vulnerability in which the Corps" will be plaeed by "

enactment of the oill 1n 1t8 present form. f
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: Unless a statutorv statement of the mieeions of the marine o
-Corps 1is included, its functions become-dependent solely ugon the
+arbitrary judgment 6f the Secretary of National Defense.
*. - slze, the character, and the organization of ‘the Corps: will Iie
%" yin hls hands. -There is not.a single specialty which 'the Marine
Corpe has brought to a state of perfection whi h. cannot be eum—
: arily transferred to eome other eerviee, L R '

Seetien 106 of tne bill, which contains the eole mentlon or
the.harines and which goes no further than to affirm the presence
.of ‘a’¥arine Corps within the. Department of the. :Navy, contains' no: "
. 4 guarantee that the Corps will retein-a: e*ngle one. of  the ‘charac-~
“wteristics 1t has today, with.the one exception of 1ts name.;:Ag. a
--guarantee of vigorous Marine.Corps existence;" Section 106 ig-i. .-
'completely without nieaning unlese 1t .1g acco Eanied by a statement.
,.r wnat the roles and missions of the barine orps shall be,
. I ‘believe.that Gongreseﬁand the. people have a clear—eureidea
~NEL;as to the sort of karine Corps they wish to maintain, I believe - : :’
.. that.they wish to maintasin: in the future the ‘same kind of & harine
: .+ Corps they have xnown in theé past—one which serves aboard our . '
~ships of war and guards our naval statlons~—one: vhich protécts: -
Lour - national intcorests on foreign shores when danger threatene-
“above:all; onc which has developed  amphibious warfare:and.which™.“
2 ‘stands ready in substantial force to saill with the fleet t¢" wage-
e such warfa e whenever and wherever the occasion arises.v !

. There is only one way to 1nsure that the nation ehall have
 this’ kind of Marine Corps. . .That insurance--that guarantee-—is a
“ plain and unmistakable legislative statement of.exactly what
”V;Coegress exnects the ﬂarines to da, " ‘ DR
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I regard 1t as hig.ly appropriate as well ‘as urgently neces—-:»';
zsery,.that Congrecss specjfy'the functions of the Corps.. To do so ..
‘i1s no.more than to state the reassons for its existenée. Vhen - .
Concress calls the seversl armed servicas into. being, it recog-

" nizes a specific need for cench of the several’ eomponents of
national security. The very existence of each component is -
predicated upen a conclusion by Congress that a mission ectually :
exists——t 2t a role must be rilled , .,,;g: o
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As specifically relﬂtes to the harine Corps, Congress should
ask i1tself whether the traditional need for an amphibious fighting
force~1n-be1nc still exists——weether the need for a Marine Corps
is in fact JuSuiLICd by tqe even*s of. the past end foreeasts of




t’he ‘futufe, Ir 1t determines the uarine Corps' function is stul o
to -exist; then 1t should be et forta in law-~otherwise the 1mplioi*A 
will of Congress can be utuerlj, gnd 1e nlly, 1gnored.;_y, -

The' other. defect of tne bill, a8 it affects the Marine Oorps, ;.
“is the exclusion of Harine representatives from the joint bodies PR
rnd agencies to be established or given statutory recognition by v .

. ‘the bill. From the Joint.Staff down to.the Central Intelligence
Agency, the participation of Marine officers is not mentioned, v
“:As the bill now stands, it denics to these Joint bodies the R
‘wealth of experience and unigue knowledge of a Corps which literally

. euitom* Z°s joint‘__ope“ations. s

i xhe aarine.Corps has oarticipated 1n Joint:operetions through—. S
“out 1ts entire existence, The Joint doctrines of both the Army ~ - ' /-
ﬁand ‘the Navy today are in 'large part the:résylts of the res»arch

1§atudy, and thinking of Marine officers who, for:twenty years

- “prior to. Penrl Harbor, devoted ‘their conecientious gné.: unceasing
~‘efforts to the formulation: &nd perfection-of..the methods and L

e 'technioues of amphibious warfare in joint operations., < 1. ask that
*4:har1ne ‘officers be included in the several Joint toards and * _
‘agencies. 1 ask'it because-they have a distinct and substantiai;‘_:wi;

”a_contribution to make in the.field of 1nteruaerv1ce coordin tion,l.x*
“;Ua contribution born of’ thcir experionce,. , : o i
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o ‘T stated 1n my onening remarks, rnd I renent in closirg, I
‘ that ‘I'am in accord with the objectives which this bill secks to
“'obtain.. With respect to the larine Co"ps, the necessary changeS‘ﬂ
.are.few in number znd simple 1in character-—~the insertion’' of a. -
clear statement of the status and functions of:.the Corps, and a L
»;‘ ‘8l1ght rewording-of certain sections to provide for Marine Corps .
: representation in the. appropriate joint bodiles and agendéies. I ',
am. prepared to submit drqft umcndments which will accompllsh :
~ ﬁhese changes. v 5




