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1. COORDINATION OF INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES RELATED TO FOREIGN
ATOMIC ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS AND POTENTIALITIES
(N.7.4A, &)

SECRETARY PATTERSON statcd thet the prescnt pO‘itLon is
that, dcspite thce Prusident's dircctive 'cstablishing V T.A.
and its jmplcmentatlion, the Menhattan Enginccr District undor
General Groves has a swmall divigion collecting 1nform~*.~r on
forcign ectivitics in the ficld of atomic enorgy. It soomed
to Sceroctary Pattorson sounscless to have this division isolatod
wilthout any conncction with or rclatlonsh:p to C.I.G. Ho stat.d
that he had talked with General Groves about this problom.,
Qeerctary Patterson belicves that the W.ILA. will be carrving
out the Prosident's -dircctive only if this division is trens-
ferred.,  He 13 not conecrnced perticularly as to where it s
transicrecd, altihouxiy ho approves tho propos.d transfor to

4

C.I.G. Thig intclligenee division hac neothang to do w
Manhattan Enginccr District nroper and thorefor. hac
to dou with the Atouic Enurgr Cown~:s_0n. Bven .0

d-r—f;'

would still comc undur the termg of the Prosildent 5 i
to N.I.A., At ths: precsont tl@h tha 1ntcl g;ncy on this subj
is lost znd is not availavlce ©o the cgencivs roproscntcd on
N.I.A.

SECRETARY FORRZSTAL quustlon¢d it is irtunc to

ratiom to

dony th usc of this info Znorgr Cou

SECRETARY PATTERSON w1t that the informstion in
has nothing teo do with 1ldeas for wmoroving our ocwn ats
cnoergy Pregram since we are alire2ds so fav ed ol th\J
nations.

SECRETARY ACHESON zaid that he was troubloed by this nojaow
and hed apoken about it to the Presidont vhe wag not faind B
with it. SBucrceiary Acihwson said that he hed boun wnicrnad
that the Atomic Encrgy Commiszion would he almost cniirdl;
doependent on forcipgn sources of uraniim ore. Ho unders
that Lt was one Tunction of Gunoral Groves' intolluzenc
to find cut whoerce uﬂan»cw or. ig and how te gub it te
country or to duny 1t to othoers. Thoe Prosidont cxprossad thc
oninron that thrg papor ailght bo all right dbut that, 1 3
g carricd ocut bo fove thc Commiussion is cstablinhed, nar”
take away Trou thoem an iaportant port of thuir activ. ]
Prosident folt that it would boe wisor to 1ot the mattor
until the Commisgion s Cetablighod.’

SITARY PATTERSCN po.ntud out thatv the transicr of
DGOﬂl, here and avrood is wnvolved.,  Tii 2

cch what Ls gowng on in f “.1_51‘ countr
xmbn- ofatomie Lonorgl. Thb nrL8Lnt DO L
sfund und %V(J,L"“" Pattovaon bolivved that

BXAV ._n kol o H. notud
I Lvo GenLosl Grev.s, rhout which G
Irnows nothun ZucrLter s Patoorson ox

tc do withh the statat :
geion snes 1t .nvolves wha
iTunce unu.

ncg noth

1o it
o1 b Le E

consnéore o Lo oo Lhavs o intol

thL'md Lgf% shnot ~e vas faverabl: v
tihw papuy but had not wanted ©o act on b oo
i oXhiolsd no fault w.th it on the ogsanpt. onn LXrres
Suer.tar Pattiorson.,

el
pt

Z5CRETARY FORRESTAL fu]t that 1t woe uwegeno that
done.  He stroeszod ths fact that thore wos ne wniont

e infordation nnVCqu" o thy Atolle Inung O
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SECRETARY PATTERSON agreed on the urgency. He felt
that the Commlssion will have & blg job to do, of which this
is only a =small segument, He believed that the Army and havy
would be open Lo serious coriticiem if they did not act on
tinis matter lie felt that they could not go on treating thaic
new field of :intelligence concerning atomic energy as il 1t
didn't exist because they knew nothing about it

GENERAL VANDENBERG stated tiuat he would iete to hnave
anyocne think that C.I.G. wlthheld material from any govern-
mental agency that needed 1t, since the furnishing of such
information is besically the mission of C.I.G. If the N.I.A.
authorizes C.I G to furnish this information to the Atomic
Energy Commisasion, he will certainly do it. He feels that
C.I.G can perform this function more efficiently since it
can uge all collecting facilities, whereas nelther General
Groves nor the Commission are or will be able to do this,

At the present time the intelligence agencles are not cooperat-
ing with the Manhattsn Engineer District because 1t is a onc-
way street. The best source of this Information, according

to General Groves, has been S3U, which will be repleced by
C.1.G.'s Special Operations. If this nation 1s to know about
foreign dévelopments in this field, it must use all sources.

If the N.I.A., approves this paper, the entire intelligence
organization of the govermment will be utilized,

SECRETARY PATTLER30N pointed out that if General Groves
had information that the Russians were prepared to use atomic
bonbg, the members of N,I.A. would not know about it.

SECRETARY ACHESON stated thnat he was not clear about
the facts, He agreed thet insofar as this involves finding
.out what otner countries are doing, it should be under General
Vandenberg. If, however, 1t involves finding out where
uranium ore is, this 1s of vital interest to the Atomic Znergy
Commigsion.

SZCRETARY PATTERSON stated that General Groves ia per-
forming this function in complete isolation., Mr, Patterson
feels this is hostile to the spirit and probably the letter
of the President's directive establishing N.I.A.

ADMIRAL LEAHY believed it was conceivable that the
Commission might find it recessary to build up an intelligence
organization of its own. He felt that this orgenization,
however, should coordinate with C.I.G.

3ZCRETARY ACHESON thought it would be a mistake to do
anything in the weck or ten days before the Commission 1s
appointed. He also understands that this 12 the President's
wish,

SECRETARY FORRESTAL could see no great harm that would
bhe done by acting now and was very reluctent to delay action
on this matter,.

SZCRETARY PATTER3ON pointed out that this could not be
accomplished after the Comaisslon is appointed because then
the personnel involved would be under the Commission. If
he was & member of the Commission, he would ask for all that
General Groves haa, would take up the lmportant problems first,
and in the meantime freeze &ll personnel. It would, therefore,
involve serious delay to ask the permission of the Commission.

SEZCRETARY ACHESQCN felt that these points were the
strongeat reaszons for not acting at this time.
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SECRETARY FORRESTAL stated that it was the intent of
N.I.A. to draw together all intelligence &activities of this
type. He felt thet there should not be one unit separate
and isolated. If this principle were sound, he believed the
N.I.A. should approve this paper.

SECRETARY PATTERSON reiterated that this involved only
military information. The whole subject involved is military
and will be unless the United Natlons is perfected and in-
ternational controls are effected, He considered that it would
be extremely derelict to frame major policies without con-
aldering vhat other countrles are doing in this field,

ADMIRAL LEAHY believed that the Commisslon could get
better infermation from C,I.G. than from any organization
that, might be set up for some time to come. He pointed out
that the N.I.A. has the authority to direct C.I.G. to furnish
this information to the Commisssion,

SZCRETARY ACHESON observed that naturally all N.I.A.
members would do whatever the President desires, He suggested
that Admiral Leahy might clear this paper with the President.

SECRETARY PATTERSON stated that he of course had no
oblection to taking it up with the President but questioned
the need since the matter falls so clearly within the
directive to N,I,A.

ADMIRAL LEAHY stated that he agreed with Secretery
Patterson and Sccretary Forrestal. He thought it would be
possible to reverse the declsion, if necessary, after the
Commlssion is established,

SECRETARY ACHESON was concerned about acting too
hurrledly. He said that the wording sounded all right to
nim but that this was a very complex subject. He thought
that if similar wording were used regarding a matter of
finance, the N.I.A. wouldn't act because they would be
familiar with the fact that the Treasury Department would
be deeply concerned, He agreed that it might be necessary
to coerce the Commiasion on this matter, but in any case
he felt thet they should have an opportunity to express
thelr views.

GENERAL VANDENDERG stated that C.I.G. was interested
primarily in obtaining the existing organization slnce C.I.G.
is not now getting the necessary information. He suggested
that the unit might be transferred to C.I.G.; then if the
Commission eske N.I.A. to reconsider, the unit will be intact
for any future disposition decided upon,

SECRETARY PATTERSON noted that he had taken the view
regarding other units of the !lanhattan fngineer District,
that they should he kept intact for the Commission, This
unit, however, dealt with military intelligence and fell
within she terms of the President's directive to li.I.A., ke,
therefore, felt that the proposed action could be taken
immediately.

ADMIRAL LEAHY asked why it would not be possible for
C.I.G. to go aheac and do tnis type of intelligence in add.-
tion to Grovea! people.
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GENERAL VANDENBERG said that this might result in having
two agents in the field on the sane rilssion, which always
results in one exposing the other.

ADMIRAL LEAHY then suggested that the N.I.A. direct
C.I.G, to collect and evaluate the information, without
transferring the unit at this time,

GENERAL VANDENBERG noted that the individuals are a
part of General Groves'! personal staff and they have Ddeen
brought to the polnt where they know generally all that
General Groves knows, They are, therefore, 1in a position
to tell other agencies to collect certain information without
divulging their background knowledge on atomic energy. If,
however, C.I.G. sets up a new unlt it must inform additional
people of the basic atomic energy secrete, which might further
Jeopardize thelr security.

SECRETARY FORRESTAL believed that N.I,A. would be doing
a8 dangarous thing to mark time on this matter.

SECRETARY PATTERSON stated that he already has the
power tc send the intelligence personnel involved to G-2
right away. He can not, however, transfer them to C.I.G.
without N.I.A. agrecment.

SECRETARY FORRESTAL stated that he wanted the record
to show that, if the Atomic Energy Commisaion is created,
he does not want the military people who are charged with
national defense to be denied this vital information regarding
foreign atomlc energy developments.

GENERAL VANDENBERG noted thet that was exactly the
position to date,

MR, LAY suggested that, since the Atomic Energy Com-
nisslon was not mentioned in the directive, an additional
peragraph might be added to the effect that intelligence
produced as & result of this directive should be made available
as required to the Corunlssion.

GENERAL VANDENBERG suggested amending this to indicate
that C.I.g. would make the intelllgence available '"as directed
by ¥.I.A."

MR, BENTON suggested an cdditional paragraph to the
effect that this directive would be reviewed . with the
Atonl.c Energy Commission when established,

ADMIRAL LEAHY proposed certain editoriel amendments.
He then suggested thot the proposed directive be rephraccd
either with or without the proposed amendments, and sent by
telegram to the President with a notation to the effect that
the N.I.A. recommenda approvel without prejudice to any future
change that may be desired by the Atomic Znergy Cormilssion.

THI NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY:-

&. Agreed to recommend that the President approve the
directive in the IEnclosurc to N.I.A. 5, amended
as follows, with an understanding that eny action
taken by the N.I,A, will be without prejudice to
future change that may be desired by the Atomic
fnergy Commission:

(1) Page 3, parograph 1, line 4 change "N.I.A. .
coordination” to read "coordinationa by L, I.LA.

(#) Page 3, paragraph 1, line 5, change "affccting”
to read "which may affect.”

b. Noted that Admiral Leahy would transmit the above
agreement to the Prezident by telegram. (Tre President
subsequently repllied that he wished to defer taking
action until he returned to Washington.)

,maf/sL ET -4 -



