
Fish and Wildlife Service

Availability of Draft R.cov.ry Plan for
the Lost RiverSucker (D&tistes
luxatus) and Shortnos Sucker
(Chesmistu brevirostris) for Review
and Comment
AGENCY: U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of documentavailability.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)announcesthe
availability for public review of a draft
recovery plan for theLost River sucker
(Deitistes iuxatus) andshortnosesucker
Chasmistesbrevirostris). Thesefishes
occurin the KiamathBasin of south-
centralOregon,Klamath County,and
north-centralCalifornia,Modocand
Siskiyou counties.The Servicesolicits
reviewandcomment from thepublic on
this draft plan.
DATft Commentsfrom all interested
partiesmust be receivedon or before
February 18, 1993to receive
consideration by theService.
ADDRESSES: Personswishing to review
this draftrecoveryplan may obtain a
copy by contactingtheField Supervisor,
SacramentoField Office, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 2800CottageWay,
room E—1803,Sacramento,California
95825—1846(phone916—978—4866)or
Assistant Regional Director,Ecological
Services,U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
911 NE. 11th Avenue, Portland,Oregon
97232—4181(phone503—231—6241).
Written commentsandmaterials
regardingtheplan shouldbeaddressed
to the Field Supervisor at theabove
Sacramento,California address.
Commentsandmaterialsreceivedare
available on request for public
inspection,by appointment,during
normal businesshoursat theabove
Sacramento,California address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Peter Sorensenat the aboveSacramento.
Californiaaddress(phone916/978—
4866).

SUPPLEM~ARYINFORMATION:

Backgroand
Restoring endangeredor threatened

plantsor animalsto the point where
they areagainsecure,self-sustaining
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membersof their ecosystemis a primary
goal of theU.S. Fish an&Wildlife
Service’sendangeredspeciesprogram.
To help guidethe recoveryeffort, the
Serviceis working to preparerecovery
plansfor mostof thelisted species
native to the United States.Recovery
plans describesitespecificmanagemen’
actionsconsiderednecessaryfor
conservationand survivalof thespecies,
establishobjectives,measurablecriteria
for the recovery levelsfor,downlisting
or delistingof species.andestimatethe
time andcostneededto implement the
recovery measuresneeded.

The EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973
(Act), as amended (16U.S.C.1531 et
seq.) requires the developmentof
recoveryplansfor spadeslistedunless
sucha planwould not promotethe
conservationof a particularspecies.
Section4(f) of theAct, as amended in
1988,requiresthat public noticeandan
opportunity for public review and
commentbe provided during recovery
plan development.The Servicewill
considerall information presented
during a public comment periodprior to
approval of eachnew or revised
recovery plan. The Serviceand other
Federalagencieswill also takethese
commentsinto accountin thecourseof
implementing approved recovery plans.

Lost River andshortnosesuckersare
threatenedwith extinctionthroughout
their range.Onceabundantenoughto
supportlargespawningruns in Upper
Klamath Laketributaries,acannery,
severalother commercialoperations
that processedfish oil, dried fish, and
other productson the Lost River, the
populations of thesespecieshave
declinedprecipitously. The principle
causesof decline for thesesuckershave
beenthe conversion of marshhabitat for
agriculturalpurposes,the resulting
deterioration in water quality, lossof
spawninghabitat causedby dammingof
riversandcreeks,manipulationof
reservoir waterlevelsfor Arrgaton
purposes,competition andpredation by
introducedspecies,and fragmentation
of thesespecies’rangesas a result of
damming and diversion of rivers.

In addition to this public noticeof
review, this draft recoveryplan will be
distributed for review by membersof
the Kiamath BasinSuckerWorking
Group andall public agencieswith
statutory responsibilities to participate
in recovery actions for thesespecies.In
a court settlementof a lawsuit filed by
theOregonNaturalResourcesCouncil,
the Servicehas agreedto an accelerated
completion date of the Lost River sucker
andshostnoeesuckerrecoveryplan.The
recoveryplan will reflect consideration
of all material and commentsreceived
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duringthis comment periodprior to Its
approval as a final document.

Public CommentsSolicited

The Servicesolicits written comments
on theLost River andshortnosesucker
recoveryplan.All commentsreceived
by the date specifiedabove will be
consideredprior to the approval of the
plan.

Authority

The authority for this actionis section
4(f) of the EndangeredSpeciesAct, 16
U.S.C. 1533(fl.

Dated: January12, 1993.
William E. Martin,
ActingRegionalDirector.
FR Doc. 93—1140 Filed 1—15—93; 8:45 amJ
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