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The Story of the Children’s Bureau, The Early Years: 1912-1937



Three generations of an affluent family, ca. 1880

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION



Mother and children making flowers to sell, ca. 1911



Working class family, ca. 1911
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Boys working in a textile mill, ca. 1909




Immigrant children play on a school roof deck, ca. 1909
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16-year old messenger and newsboy, ca. 1913



Tobacco pickers, ca. 1917



Stringers and leaf girls for the American Sumatra Tobacco Company, ca. 1917



At the turn of the century,
approximately what percentage
of American children were in
school?

A. 78 percent

B. 48 percent

C. 28 percent

D. 8 percent

At the turn of the century, 8

in school.

Eight cotton mill workers share three small rooms, ca. 1912
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Family tenement, ca. 1912
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Boys picking over garbage at the city dump, ca. 1909
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Children going west in search of new families, ca. 1910






The Industrial Revolution



Which State emerged as a
leader in children’s health,
opening the first ever
Division of Child Hygiene in
19087

A. Massachusetts

B. Virginia

C. New York

D. West Virginia

New York opened the first
ever Division of Child
Hygiene in 1908.

Infant Welfare Society of Minneapolis, ca. 1925
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Jane Addams
ca. 1913
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Hull House ca. 1900



Julia Lathrop, Grace
Abbott and Mary
McDowell — all former
Hull House residents
ca. 1913



Florence Kelley Lillian Wald
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Knitting class at the Henry Street Settlement ca. 1910



President Theodore Roosevelt ca. 1901
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Newsboys around the U.S. Capitol



When were women
first granted the right
to vote?

A. 1788

B. 1912

C. 1919

Julia Lathrop, first Chief of the Children’s Bureau



Women gained the right
to vote in 1919, with the
19th Amendment to the
US Constitution

Chief Lathrop meets with staff to plan Baby Week ca. 1919



The Children’s Bureau is Established

Mission: To investigate and report...upon all matters pertaining to
the welfare of children and child life among all classes of our people.

[It] shall especially investigate the questions of
iInfant mortality, the birth rate, orphanage,
juvenile courts, desertion, dangerous
occupations, accidents and diseases of children,
employment, legislation affecting children in the
several States and Territories.



When did Congress gain
the power to “lay and
collect” Federal Income
222 Taxes?

A. 1788

B. 1850

Nurse weighing a baby ca. 1915' 1313

SAVING BABIES AND RESTORING CHILDHOOD (1912-1929)



Birth Registration poster

In 1913, the 16"
Amendment to the
Constitution gave the US
Government the right to
“lay and collect” Federal
income taxes
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NOURISHED, AND WELL CARED FOR. WISE PARENTS ARE A CHILD'S BEST ASSET.

Children’s Bureau Publication, What Do Growing Children Need?

== Children’s

reau
—— 1912-2012



CB staff member Anna Grosser reports on infant mortality rates.
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CB’s first publication, Prenatal Care, published in 1913



Infant care posters distributed by the Kansas Division of Child Hygiene



Mrs. O.G.
California
December 19, 1923

Letter sent originally to
the Bureau of Home
Economics in the
Department of
Agriculture and then
forwarded to the
Children’s Bureau.

... can you tell me of someone who can tell me of what to fix up to amuse the
child between two and three?... It is a fact that | have not had a minute’s peace

since he was born.



A four year-old and her mother shuck oysters, ca. 1911

The Children’s Bureau and Child Labor



New York City shoe shine boy ca. 1909 Six year-old paperboy ca. 1910



A mother hulls berries while nursing her infant.



Grace Abbott, Director,
Child Labor Division

“I had the same feeling of
unreality as | read the
official reports... as | had
about the cruelties with
which the fairy tales of my
childhood were filled.”



Attendees at the 1918 White House Conference on Children

MOTHERS’' PENSIONS, DELINQUENCY & DEPENDENCY



Mrs. G.A., Pennsylvania, April 13, 1927
“...I am in bad means with these Children, as | have been trying to keep them together
and hate so much to part them...”



Family earns a living picking cotton, ca. 1916
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Family has lived in eight different mill towns, ca. 1911
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Family in Scaly Gap, North Carolina, ca. 1909



10 year-old works to help support his family, ca. 1908



Cleveland Boy Gang, ca. 1911
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A young boy is habitually truant, ca. 1910



QS

== Children’s

reau
—— 1912-2012

Shooting dice on a school day, ca. 1910



Massachusetts street gang, ca. 1916



People’s Free Dispensary, ca. 1920



Visiting nurse examines
a baby,
ca. 1922



Farming family listens to the radio, ca. 1928

THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND SOCIAL SECURITY



“President Hoover’s White
House Conference on Child
Health and Protection
recognizing the rights of the
child as the first rights of
citizenship pledges itself to
these aims for the children of
America. “



Mother nursing her infant, ca. 1936



Coal miner and his family, on relief, ca. 1938



“The present day treatment

of juvenile delinquency

represents great progress

over the past, but it is still far

from adequate, even with .
the availability of all the When was the folce
knowledge acquired by of Juvenile Justice and

modern scientific research. “ DeIinqu'ency
Prevention (OJJDP)

established?

- Facts About Juvenile A. 1870

Delinquency, Its Prevention and
Treatment, 1932.

B. 1974
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In 1974, the Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency

Prevention (JJDP)
authorized OJIDP’s

establishment.

Students at the Seneca Street Vocational School
@QMWVK‘%&%



Frances Perkins, ca. 1933 Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
ca. 1932



Martha Eliot, Senator James Murray, and Katharine Lenroot testify before
Congress, 1939



Katharine Lenroot on her 25% anniversary with the Department of Labor



Roosevelt signs the Social Security bill.



Nurse examines baby in a mobile clinic, ca. 1940



Student nurse teaches a boy to walk
with crutches,

Child with malnutrition and rickets, ca. 1942

ca. 1935



Visiting nurse, mother and baby, ca. 1939



The Children’s Bureau:

1912 1937

$24,640 total budget

Primary purpose —to
investigate and report

Staff: 15

$7.8 million

Primary purpose — to
administer three grant
programs

Staff 230



ca. 1925

Washington orphanage,

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
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For arecording of today’s presentation and other
Information about the Children’s Bureau’s Centennial
Webinars, visit http://cb100.acf.hhs.qgov/webinars



http://cb100.acf.hhs.gov/webinars



