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VMS Operator Instructions:  The reference document summarizing instructions for vessel operators has 
been revised and is available on the Northeast (NE) VMS web page at http://www.nero.noaa.gov/nero/vms/ 
(under ‘Instructions and Forms’).  If you want a paper copy, please contact the VMS Team. 
 
Contacting the VMS Team:  Phone - (978) 281-9213 Email – NMFS.OLE.NE@noaa.gov   
 

New VMS Declaration Screens 
 

These are the new declaration screens for multispecies sector and common pool trips, and monkfish trips.  
 

SECTOR VESSEL DECLARATION FOR A MULTISPECIES TRIP 

       

Step 3 note:  The skate fishery still 
requires you to use a groundfish DAS, so 
declare a groundfish DAS if necessary.   

Step 4 note:  The area selection menu has 
changed to display area names only. 
Select all areas you intend to fish in. 
 
To add more areas to your initial 
declaration (FLEX) while at sea, check 
off those additional areas in this step.  
You may declare into other areas if your 
initial declaration included the Eastern 
US/CA, CA-2 SAP, Eastern US/CA 
SAP, and/or CA-1 Hook Gear Haddock 
SAP.  If you need help determining 
which areas to add to your declaration, 
please contact the VMS Team. 

Step 1 note:  If you select the Monkfish 
Option, your VMS code will display an 
‘M’ in the next to last character. (‘MNK’ 
which was formerly part of the code, is 
no longer used.) 

Step 2 note:  You no longer need to 
distinguish Trip and Day gillnet.   



 

COMMON POOL VESSEL DECLARATION FOR A MULTISPECIES TRIP 
 

    

  

Step 4 note:  The area selection menu has 
changed to display area names only. 
Select all areas you intend to fish in. 
 
To add more areas to your initial 
declaration (FLEX) while at sea, check 
off those additional areas in this step.  
You may declare into other areas if your 
initial declaration included the Eastern 
US/CA, CA-2 SAP, and/or Eastern 
US/CA SAP.  If you need help 
determining which areas to add to your 
declaration, please contact the VMS 
Team. 

Step 2 note: You no longer need to 
distinguish Trip and Day gillnet.   

Step 1 note:  If you select the Monkfish 
Option, your VMS code will display an 
‘M’ in the next to last character. (‘MNK’ 
which was formerly part of the code, is 
no longer used.) 



 

MONKFISH DECLARATION 
If you declared the Monkfish Option under Multispecies, use this screen to change your declaration to Monkfish. 

 

 

Step 2 note: There is now a separate DAS 
selection for each fishery.  At a 
minimum, you must select ‘Monkfish 
DAS’ for all Monkfish trips.  If you have 
Mults DAS, you must select both 
‘Monkfish DAS’ and ‘Mults DAS.’ 

Step 4 note: The area selection menu has 
changed to display area names only. Select 
all areas you intend to fish in. 
 
To add more areas to your initial 
declaration (FLEX) while at sea, check off 
those additional areas in this step.  Refer 
to the Sector or Common Pool declaration 
screens above for your FLEX rules.  If you 
need help determining which areas to add 
to your declaration, please contact the 
VMS Team

Step 5 note: If you’re authorized to use 
only Monkfish DAS for your trip, you do 
not need to declare a BSA(s).  However, 
if you’re using Mults DAS and declaring 
Mults area(s), you must select the 
appropriate BSA(s).   

Step 1 note: You no longer need to 
distinguish Trip and Day gillnet.   


