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I am wrlll"g ill rcspon5C to lltc ""ticc"f Imcill by \i\iFS to l,rl'Parc a dr.lft
Cn' In>nmrotaJ 'nlp.lCl ~lJlI:mCIll rq~ardmS mallagc111cIll ah'-'rnall\'Cs 10 1\.'<.I1I1;,-, by,atch ill'
""a 11l111cs In th" boIltJ<1l lilnglllll: oomponlTlI of the Gulfof \1c:"ll'O n:el lish fisher}
{Fcdcr.ll Rt"gI~t..,- \'01 -:;. ~tl_ ns (2~ '0' crnbt..,. 200111. pp -; 160!l-71(06). Aomla' \
I~ sa turtlc lM.'SIlng populJl1oo has "~pcncnceda Inng'lenn dcchn.· (dLtulcd
belo" ) that" ofgreat coocern 10 the ~I~IC. "" il 15 10 Ihc n311l>tl and "orld In a pape-r In

prc.-.~ (f:ca!Wi(ul APf'J,c{JuOIIS 19( 1): 1.'(>,160). F\\'C blOl"gJSls M\ C pt\.';.t"111l"d C\ it.lcncc
tlUI 'uggcsts thai tbe decl1llc 111 annual nesl countS In Flunda l:al1 bc~1 be ,-,~plalnedb} a
d•...,I,nc Wlh.· nUlnlx'l" of adult fl~nalc lo~crhca<h In lhe populallon. In lhclr an~IY~I~of
lhe potctll'al ,auscs of the dl...,Iinc. they concluded lh~t lile factor thai beSI fits Ihe IlC<1I11g
dcell1lc I' ji'hcncs bye'llch. b:lSl'<J on tCllll'oral and spal'al elmraet<,'rbtics ,,[thl'
loggcrhc-.ui ncsllng da1a. :md concurrent n,-,,'ling 'ncrcasc~ documented for Flurida gr'::(,'n
lul1k" Thus. lhc rec''l11 repon b~ "\1FS on lhc csllmak'll lJkc ofsca tunk.., (primari I)
loggerhcao.hl b} tbe bollom longlinc rt:cffish fishCl! 1tltht: eastern Gulfof \lcXICO IS of
partH:ular conccm 10 us I am "nlmg lU mnc you a":lfC ofmo FWC dalaSCIS lhal
suggc<;l a pullTllial $pallal o\l'rlal' o:>f thiS fisher} ",lh Inc foraging grounds alId nngr.l\llf}
palh" a} ~ of Flocida 101:£lThcads.

I'd firsl like ltl mal.:c you :!"are (If (lur agl.'1IC)·' lung·,cnn lrend el aluallon Oflhc
l()~crhl:"d turtle population Ihm n,-",l~ In Honda. TI,C FWC FWRI Ind" N..."lIng Beach
Sur.cy Program" as crc~kd 10 g"ncmlC rcprcscnlali\, ,e" lurtle n",: 1118 ,1,,1<1 tltm "uuld

Annual TOlal Nast Counts lor Loggerhead Sea Tutlles
on Florida Indell Beaches. 1989-2008
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accuralely r,::,",-,,,l both ~I'allal and tCl11poralm:mls m Flonda. INBS ncst count, n:prcsenl
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:ap1"'J~lmatd) 69 JX"fcall of lnu..-n 10ggertK-ad ne-.l1ng 111 Honda. Tn:OO analYMi orille
las! 20 )cars {1989-2(08)uf nest sur.C} data slJo"S:J decrease 0126"" 111 thc annual I1CSt
demll) un ,ur.·c~'Cd «hurch"c o'er lile 20-ycar palod. anJ a -t I". decline SinCe 1'W1!:
LollSerhcad nesl numbers 111 2008 ',,:rc higher lhan In 2007. but IhlS Itlcn::w: did nOl
rc, erse lh" l""g-leml ded Itnng lr"nd lhat fms occulTed bet" et:n I99R an,l 20()~.

Ihe liN dala~et II e ha'e lhat i, rdc\ ant to lhe p<'le!1l1al overlap "f loggcrheads
and the bonDm 1(}I1g1lllc reef !ish li'her) In,oln.,. subaduh and adull sea tunics lhal "lTC
OOscnl-d h) F\\'C staff anellbf) to a slU<J) uf neonale '«'J lunlc l'C<,logy in lhe c.:bll-m
Gulf ()j \le'loo. Ob.....,..,·allons of sea lunk" "'ere made from a '<:$.0;<;:1 laWlChcd al four
porti along Florida', Gulf coast. Jul) Ihn",gh August 2005-2008 Ve:»ocl po.~11Ofl and
"al<T deplh Ifrom \\A ·\5 GPS and Integrated sornr) "'l-re rcoorded automatically,
appro<lmatC'i) ('Yet) mlnutc dunng \~I opcrauon P(>$IUOllS of adull and subadull
loggcrl1l'ads, une Kemp's ridl"}. :rnd '''0 un;d<"'l; Ii.,! tunic<; arc n'jln'1;Cllloo kit)"
Lo~erhcads ..-ere d,slnbul.'(l belwlX'll lhe coasl :md Ihe 100m d.'plh ClHlIour, 111<: me:m
"aKTdcplh ofvcsscllrack< from cadI r<'rl (3+--58 TlI. 1\ ~) "as s;mibr Iu the mean
\laler dcplh uflurtk uhel'\JlIOII' olT cm:h Ixm (33 ~9 m. n=4). '1l1C data ,how thatillc
,hdfwatcrs Oflhc ,,'astern Gulf of ~lc'lco olTf1Dnda pr,"u!c habilal 1m Imporlant
numlM.-rs of IOJ;g<'fhe:ll1 sea lunles. Il1cludml( mdi' ,dual, " uh the hlWtc'l rcprodUClI\ C
\"3.1"" (subadults and adults) (Withl'llnglon and HlI':ImOl. unpubhshl-d data)
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A '«tlfld dataSCI n'k", 3n! 10 Inc potrnllal ,n l.'fl::lp of Iogg~,.he...h " nh the longhnc
rccffi.Ji fbhef) ,s from a ~Iud} In "hl<:h \8 adult female loggl-m..xls "ere S:llcJhlc
tnlcl..d after Ihe') rlt."'t~.,j In norida bet" cen 19'11l and 2002 _ The loggerhc:KIs nngmated
fmm Ihrl'C " lddYsq».ratcd nesting hc,ldll:s (one mlhe Florida Panhandle. one In
south\\e~t Florida. mld "Ile In '·entml·east Florida) mul rl'Vn:scntcJ t\\'" Re<;overy Unils
of loggerheads in the Western North Atlant,c (the 1','111 nsulnr FI"rida Rccol .:r) Unit and
thl' '1orthem Gul f of 'liICllco Rl'CoI'ery LnIt), The Illl"t Cl >mmon destl nalion OIlier
ne~l",g for all oflhesc I\Jnlcs \\01' Ihe e(,ntmcmal shell In Ihe eas1ern Gulf of \lc~,co \\,th
about 60". ul"1he turtles tnling up rcsldt'l1ce hl,.e Th..} "·....e allllll' ... n to remam 1IIltu~

area for tile duratloll oflho:1r ...tell'le IransmlUC'r'<' h:lll~ I, f" In Ihe first figull: klo".
t!m;ler lone< rcpres,:nll"'o or mOfC lunks following Inc S3Jf\e m'gTalQl) pam",,}, The
S<.'l.-ond figure silo... ~ Ih.. tfOtal number til' ....lcJ1ile·rCCCl\ cJ locahofls from 24 Ioggcrtlc-Jd~

thaI ..~h,bl1ed rcsnll:11C) In the eastern Gulf of \ic"oo, FihlTCd ARGOS ,,;udllle
locallons 1\ ere summed" Ilill" 5 lm heub'Ollal bill, III .'nl.... IO dIsplay areas fr<:quem,'\!
b) these atllmals. The ab.cllcc urd"ta pollllS d,,,.,, nut nnpl) abs('~lccof tunJes. (Sour«'s
Foley N tiL posler prc~cntaliOI1 at 2~(ll Intcmatiol1al Sl'a Tunic SYl11 posium: Schn,eder ('/
"I.. nl:ll1u<~ript in prcp, I
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I "anled 10 male the~ "mOllS dal3..>cts a..:ulabk 1O }OU for your consideratlon 111
thiS <'''f11H.'al maHer and (0 uncr further aS~I~(aJlCCand CXpl.'T1ISC a, needed (0 '\l\1FS and
(he r "unci 1 If you ha\" any qIICS(IOn, alloUI Ihe melhO<lolllglcs used 1I\ the slu<lle~. or
any olher a~pc<:t'. pleasc e<>n1ad Dr. ;\""C \1cylan ~I 727-8Q6-1)626 eXI 191 Ii l'r
Al1l\e .,\1 "ylan~1 MyFWC. C01l1,
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