SYLLABUS

COURSE NUMBER: EAM 3033

COURSE TITLE: Social Dimensions of Disaster

INSTRUCTOR:

Brian E. Ellis

Phone: 501-614-8764

Email: brian.ellis@mail.atu.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Overview of empirical vs. theoretical approaches; human behavior in disaster, myths and reality; group disaster behavior; community social systems and disaster; cultures, demographics and disaster behavior distinctions, and model-building in sociological disaster research.

TEXT REQUIRED FOR COURSE:

Response to disaster; Fact versus Fiction and its perpetuation, The Sociology of Disaster.

Henry W. Fischer, III-2 nd ed. (1998)

STUDENT LEARNING GUIDES:

Twelve Student Learning Guides (SLGs) need to be reviewed throughout the course. Each self-study guide contains information gained from sociological research studies pertaining to disasters. The SLGs and the assigned readings from the text will be needed to complete the assignments.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the end of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Differentiate between the cultures of research and practice

2. Identify social factors that are causing disasters to increase in number and severity

3. Describe how empirical field research has debunked commonly held beliefs (myths) about disaster behavior

4. Describe disaster warnings as a social process

5. Discuss social factors that may constrain people who evacuate unnecessarily after a warning is issued

6. Discuss social factors that constrain initial responses 

7. Explain the reasons why there is a relative lack of panic among disaster victims

8. Identify social factors that cause differential death rates

9. Describe myths about public responses to disaster

10. Describe disaster impacts on community functions

11. Identify social factors that intensify disaster victim stress effects

12. Discuss techniques for planning media relationships

13. Explain why emergency managers need to understand public apathy toward disaster preparedness and other aspects of hazard preparedness

14. Discuss disaster research as an applied social science

POLICY ON CHEATING:

Cheating will not be tolerated in this course. Students found to be cheating on homework submittals and exams will receive a “0” for that submittal. Students found to have claimed credit for work which was not their own original initiative will be subject to a range of actions by the instructor from a “0” on an assignment to a failing grade in the course. Repeat offenders will be recommended for expulsion from the program. 

GRADING:

The syllabus states grading for the course will be based on “virtual attendance,” weekly assignments, examinations, and assigned Internet projects. The grading scale is as follows:

Virtual Attendance: 10% 




Weekly Assignments: 30% 

Examinations (2): 30% 

Internet Project 1: 10% 

Internet Project 2: 10% 

Internet Project 3: 10% 

The course breaks down into 10 weekly assignments (units 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 13) each of these units will be worth 3 points (30%) and one point will be given if the unit is turned in on time (virtual attendance10%).  There is a mid-term and a final exam…each exam will consist of three essay questions worth 5 points per question (30%).  Each Internet project will be worth 10 points (10% each). 

There is an assignment, exam, or project due every week in the course.  When you e-mail me whatever assignment is due that week I will post comments if needed and provide you with your point standing.  Here is how it works, the first points will be your weekly grade/total possible and the second set of points will be your cumulative grade/total possible.  If you have a perfect grade throughout the course this is what it will look like at the end of each week.  



Weekly Grade
Course points  

Unit 1 

4/4 

4/4 

Unit 2 

4/4 

8/8 

Unit 3 

4/4 

12/12 

Unit 4 

4/4 

16/16 

Unit 5 

4/4 

20/20 

Unit 6 

4/4 

24/24 

Unit 7 

4/4 

28/28

Unit 8 

4/4 

32/32

Midterm         15/15

47/47

Project 1 
10/10 

57/57

Unit 11
4/4

61/61

Project 2 
10/10

71/71

Unit 13
4/4 

75/75

Project 3 
10/10 

85/85

Final exam 
15/15

100/100


Using this scale everybody in the class should be able to tell where they stand in regards to the final grade.

GRADE SCALE:

A 93 - 100

B 85 - 92

C 77 - 84

D 70 - 76

F 0 - 69

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

ALL COURSE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE

CREDIT FOR THE COURSE. 

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

The weekly assignments are each based on answering questions out of the student learning guides.  They are due at the end of each lesson and are to be submitted via e-mail to the instructor by 5 PM every Friday.  I highly recommend that you submit these assignments early and don’t get behind in the course.  

Submit assignments to me at brian.ellis@mail.atu.edu using ONLY your student e-mail account at ATU (do not use hotmail, yahoo, employers email, or anything else).  Do not send me any attachments, cut and paste all work into the e-mail message.  If you ever have any problems e-mail me at any time.

VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE:

Since time and space are merely constructs in virtual reality, we will not meet on the Net

at specific times. Instead, you will e-mail me your assignments, exams, and projects by the due dates noted in the class outline.  If an assignment, exam, or project is not received by 5PM on the date it is due, a point will be deducted from the final grade.  

EXAMINATIONS:

There will be two open-book exams during the semester. The exams will be based on the assigned readings and the web site/interview/future trend postings from student Internet projects. The exams will consist of essay questions resulting in 3–5 pages of typed (double-spaced) responses. Open book exams do not necessarily equate to being easier than closed book exams. The exams focus on practical application of the principles taught in the lessons. Applying due diligence in completing the assigned readings will increase the possibility of successful results on the exams.

The midterm will be three essay questions from the reading material out of the textbook.  I will send you the midterm after you submit unit 8.  The final exam will cover material throughout the entire course, to include other students Internet project’s posted on discussion board.  I will email the final exam after receiving the unit 15. 

INTERNET PROJECTS:

Each student will be required to complete three projects and post the results on the discussion board located in the communications section.  In additional to posting the project on the discussion board, cut and paste your project into an e-mail and send it to me so that I can give you a grade for that week.    

Internet Project 1: Each student will perform Internet searches locating (3) newspaper/television/web broadcast media containing a cover story describing an actual disaster. Students will perform a short analysis of the media to determine if one or more of the common disaster myths (panic flight, looting, price gouging, contagion, martial law, physiological dependency, disaster shock, evacuation behavior, shelter use, and/or death, injury, damage) are contained in the story. The analysis should contain: a brief summary of the disaster, a list of any disaster myths found, your opinion on whether you feel the reported myths were factual or exaggerated, and the link to where you found the story posted on the Internet. An example of a news story:

http://www.fcw.com/civic/articles/1999/civic_12281999_arkansas.asp

The analysis and the link should be posted on the discussion board.  In the title, state the topic and date (ex. Arkansas Y2K, 12/28/99). Students should not use a link posted by another student.

Internet Project 2: Each student will be required to compose and send an email directed to a newspaper reporter, news broadcaster, or a public information officer. The public information officer can be from local city/police/fire/public works, a major industry such as a nuclear/electric/chemical manufacturer, or a designated state or national emergency management representative. The email should contain a brief statement describing the reason for the e-mail and should ask the participant three basic questions. The questions should be phrased to answer the following: 

1. Do they feel that the news media is more interested in actual damage or human-interest type stories following a major disaster?

2. Do they feel that in the rush to get the headline story does the news media often omit critical facts that could or might help other individuals?

3. When choosing the story line after the incident occurred should the news media be responsible to publish/broadcast information provided from emergency management sources?

Contact the instructor in advance to gain approval of the source you are going to contact.

This will avoid duplication of effort and prevent any individual from having to answer multiple emails. Send the instructor a draft email containing your three questions and the reference on how you found and/or chose the individual. Only after receiving approval you may send the email to your source with the instructor’s email in the courtesy copy (CC) column. You will not be penalized if the source fails to return your email. You will not get credit if you do not get the source approved. Once the email is returned to you from the source, forward a copy to the instructor and post only the questions and the answers into the discussion board   Do not publish the person’s name or affiliation onto the discussion board. In the title of the discussion board state: Response from __________________ (Local Newspaper Reporter, State Emergency Management Representative, etc.).

Internet Project 3: Each student will perform Internet searches locating (3) potential futuristic disasters. The disasters can be natural or technological in nature.  Each student needs to post a brief statement describing the type of disaster, a link to a web site providing information on the potential dangers, and a short analysis (one paragraph) on the sociological effects that this type of disaster will have on society.  In the discussion board title state the disaster type ____________________(Weapons of Mass Destruction, Viral Immunities/Contamination, etc.). Students should not use a link posted by another student.

COURSE OUTLINE:

(Dates listed are COMPLETION DATES)

Unit Number 







Date Due

UNIT 1 Course Introduction 




August 23, 2002

Purchase the textbook.  Review Tips for Taking an Internet Course, Navigating an Internet Course, and Equipment Needed.  Send email confirming your understanding of the course requirements.

Submit assignment 1 (biography)

UNIT 2 Disaster Research 





August 30, 2002

SLG-1 Two Cultures in Emergency Management

SLG-2 Disaster Mythology

Fischer - Chapter1, What is a Disaster?

Watch news video “Spring Weather”

Submit assignment 2

UNIT 3 Disaster Warnings 





September 6, 2002

SLG-3 Understanding Disaster Warnings

SLG-4 Public Warning Responses

Fischer – Chapter 2, Behavioral Response to Disaster (13-21)

Watch news video “Winter Storms”

Submit assignment 3

UNIT 4 Warning Effectiveness 




September 13, 2002

SLG-5 Community Evacuation

Fischer – Chapter 2, Case Study: Why Do Some Evacuate,

While Others Do Not?

Watch news video “Wildland Fire”

Submit assignment 4

UNIT 5 Disaster Reactions 





September 20, 2002

SLG-6 Victim Responses to Disaster

Fischer – Chapter 3, Why We Believe the Disaster Mythology

(37-42)

Fischer – Chapter 3, Case Study: Disastrous Fantasizing in the

Print Media

Watch news video “Hurricane Gilbert I”

Submit assignment 5

UNIT 6 Social Groups 





September 27, 2002

SLG-7 Non-victim Responses to Disasters

SLG-8 Emergent Social Groups

Fischer – Chapter 3, Case Study: Hurricane Gilbert as the Media’s

Creation of the ‘Storm of the Century’

Watch news video “Hurricane Gilbert II”

Submit assignment 6

UNIT 7 Disaster Stress 





October 4, 2002

SLG-9 Disaster Stress

Fischer – Chapter 4, Organizational Response to Disaster (89-93)

Fischer – Chapter 4, Case Study: What the Professionals Believe &

the Role of Experience

Submit assignment 7

UNIT 8 Media in Disaster 





October 11, 2002

SLG-10 Media in Disaster

Fischer – Chapter 4, Case Study: Media’s Impact on EOC Response

Fischer – Chapter 4, Case Study: Experience & Mitigation Planning

Submit assignment 8

UNIT 9 







October 18, 2002

MIDTERM EXAM

UNIT 10 







October 25, 2002

INTERNET PROJECT #1

UNIT 11 Disaster Denial 





November 1, 2002

SLG-11 Disaster Denial and Disaster Preparedness Behavior

Fischer – Chapter 4, Case Study: Earthquake Hazard Risk Reduction

& Seismic Vulnerability

Review student’s media posts on EAM Forum

Submit assignment 11

UNIT 12 







November 8, 2002

INTERNET PROJECT #2

UNIT 13 Future Trends 





November 15, 2002

SLG-12 Future Trends in Emergency Management

Fischer – Chapter 5, Future Research Needs

Review student’s interview post on EAM Forum

Submit assignment 13

UNIT 14 







November 22, 2002

INTERNET PROJECT #3

Thanksgiving break 






Nov 26-Dec 2, 2002

UNIT 15 







December 6, 2002

Review student’s future trend posts on EAM Forum

COURSE REVIEW

UNIT 16 







December 13, 2002

FINAL EXAM

