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eKnow your target and what is beyond.

Be absolutely sure you have identified your target beyond any doubt. Equally important, be
aware of the area beyond your target. This means observing your prospective area of fire
before you shoot. Never fire in a direction in which there are people or any other potential
for mishap. Think first. Shoot second.

eKnow how to use the gun safely.

Before handling a gun, learn how it operates. Know its basic parts, how to safely open and
close the action and remove any ammunition from the gun or magazine. Remember, a gun's
mechanical safety device is never foolproof. Nothing can ever replace safe gun handling.

Be sure the gun is safe to operate.

Just like other tools, guns need regular maintenance to remain operable. Regular cleaning
and proper storage are a part of the gun's general upkeep. If there is any question
concerning a gun's ability to function, a knowledgeable gunsmith should look at it.

eWear eye and ear protection as appropriate.

Guns are loud and the noise can cause hearing damage. They can also emit debris and hot
gas that could cause eye injury. For these reasons, shooting glasses and hearing protectors
should be worn by shooters and spectators.

eNever use alcohol or over-the-counter, prescription or other drugs before or while
shooting.

eStore guns so they are not accessible to unauthorized persons.

Many factors must be considered when deciding where and how to store guns. A person's
particular situation will be a major part of the consideration. Dozens of gun storage devices,
as well as locking devices that attach directly to the gun, are available. However, mechanical
locking devices, like the mechanical safeties built into guns, can fail and should not be used
as a substitute for safe gun handling and the observance of all gun safety rules.

eCleaning

Regular cleaning is important in order for your gun to operate correctly and safely. Taking
proper care of it will also maintain its value and extend its life. Your gun should be cleaned
every time that it is used.

A gun brought out of prolonged storage should also be cleaned before shooting.
Accumulated moisture and dirt, or solidified grease and oil, can prevent the gun from
operating properly.

Before cleaning your gun, make absolutely sure that it is unloaded. The gun's action
should be open during the cleaning process. Also, be sure that no ammunition is present in
the cleaning area.

For more information contact Installation Safety Office at 767-7880/315-5814.



