Marine debris
IS everyone’s
problem.

It affects everything from our environment
to our economy; from fishing and
navigation to human health and safety;
from the tiniest coral polyps to giant
humpback whales. Marine debris also
comes in many forms, from a small
cigarette butt or bottle cap to car parts

or a 4,000 pound derelict fishing net.

THERE ARE
NEITHER

REWARDS NOR
PUNISHMENTS,

Robert G. Ingersoll

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Marine Debris Program helps protect and conserve our nation's
natural resources, oceans, and coastal waterways for future
generations through the prevention, identification, and reduction
of marine debris on a national and international level.

The University of Hawaii Sea Grant College Program supports an
innovative program of research, education, and extension services
directed to the improved understanding and stewardship of coastal
and marine resources of the state, region, and nation. Science
serving the people of Hawaii and the Pacific for over 40 years,
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In the north Pacific Ocean, a marine debris “hot spot” known as the Subtropical
Convergence Zone (STCZ) concentrates debris, Debris accumulates in this
area because surface waters come together, driven by winds, This “hot spot”
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NEVER APPROACH AN ENTANGLED
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Iz GET INVOLVED! Participate in local cleanups in your area.
[/ Remember that our lands and seas are connected.
[¢f REDUCE the amount of waste you produce.

, , [&] REUSE items whenever possible!
To Learn more about marine dedris Choose reusable items over disposable ones.

and how You can help, visit

. i Iz RECYCLE as much as possible! Bottles, cans, cell phones,
www.M a"neDeb"s-noaa-gov ink cartridges, and many other items can be recycled.




