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 Expect the Extraordnary! 

Joel Grim 

W elcome back!  I am very excited about the 

2012–2013 school year.  The first day was 

wonderful with students quickly learning the routines 

of our school.    Families did an excellent job bringing 

identification and working through normal first day 

challenges.   Once routines are established, teachers 

have more time for instruction.   

Gordon Elementary held parent grade-level meet-

ings before school started to discuss information that 

will help families navigate better through the school 

year.  The topics came from questions, concerns, and 

issues that surfaced throughout the 2011–2012 school 

year.  Approximately 102 adults attended the meet-

ings.  One of my goals is to provide different avenues 

to educate our parents on various topics and listen to 

feedback.  Parent information coffees will be held at 

different times this year for this purpose. 

You are highly encouraged to review the student/

parent handbook with your child.  The electronic ver-

sion of the handbook can be found on the Gordon 

website under parent links.  This handbook will assist 

with your family with answering questions regarding 

procedures at Gordon. 

Our ultimate goal is to raise student achievement.  

However, student safety and security is even more im-

portant than student achievement.  Students will par-

ticipate in a number of fire drills, lockdowns, shelter 

in place, and severe weather drills.   Drills help both 

students and staff react quickly and correctly to vari-

ous situations.   

I want to encourage you to 

use the chain of command when 

solving problems.  The majority 

of problems can be solved at the 

lowest level.  Although I am 

available and will assist, please 

go directly to the source to solve 

the issue.  Talking directly with 

the source typically results in 

the problem being solved in a 

timely manner.   

We are always looking for 

volunteers. It is our hope to place volunteers in a role 

they will feel comfortable serving in.  Volunteers cer-

tainly enrich the lives of our school in so many ways.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the 

school office.  One great place to volunteer is the 

through the P.T.A.  Gordon has a fabulous P.T.A. that 

does so much for children.  They are able to provide 

activities based on the number of volunteers available 

to help.  The front office has contact information for 

the P.T.A.  Please consider getting involved. 

Children grow up so very quickly.  I miss reading 

with my children at night.  We had some great adven-

tures reading before bed.  Books in my house were 

read in different rooms of the house and even outside 

with a flashlight.  I want to encourage you to read 

nightly with your children so they are excited about 

literacy. 
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Notes from the Principal’s Desk 

Top goals: Safety, security, success for all 

Gordon Elementary School/DoDEA Mission: To provide an exemplary education that inspires and prepares all DoDEA students for 

success in a dynamic, global environment. 

Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions, 

drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide 

and local assessments. 

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number Rela-
tions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.  
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P arents, encourage 

your children to par-

ticipate in Gordon’s Home Reading 

Program this school year! Begin-

ning Sept. 1, have your child spend 

time every evening at home being 

read to or reading independently. 

Record the reading material on the Home Reading Re-

cord sent home by your child’s teacher. Turn the re-

cord in by the due date. Your child will receive fun 

incentives for participation and will develop a life-

long love of reading.  

 For more information, speak 

with your child’s teacher or call 

Ms. Festa, Home Reading Pro-

gram coordinator, at (910) 907-

1300. 

 

by Laura Festa, Home Reading Program coordinator 

Start the school year with great home reading habits 

Facts About Reading 

If a child reads as much as one million 

words per year, they will be in top 2 percent 

of all children on standardized reading tests.  
 

If a child reads as little as 8,000 words per 

year, they will be in bottom 2 percent of all 

children on standardized reading tests.  
 

Therefore, if you read 3,000 words every 

day you will be in the top 2 percent. If you 

only read 20 words every day, you will be in 

the bottom 2 percent. (Source: 

www.scholastic.com/readeveryday) 

Students who read widely and frequently 

are higher achievers than students who 

read rarely and narrowly. (Source: Scholas-

tic: Classroom Libraries Work!) 

A comprehensive physical 

education program is provided for 

grades K-4. The purpose of PE is to 

provide appropriate instruction for 

building a healthy body, mind, and 

character for each student. The goal 

is achieved through a skill-based 

instruction program that 

encompasses personal fitness skills, 

perceptual motor skills, rhythms, 

recreational and sport skills. 

To be successful in meeting 

these goals proper dress for 

physical education is very 

important. 

Pants that sag or need 

to be held up require a 

belt. If a dress or skirt is 

worn, please make sure 

that shorts, tights, or leggings are 

worn underneath. 

For safety reasons, shoes need 

to  completely 

cover the foot. 

Students should 

not wear boots, 

Crocs, sandals, flip-flops, dress 

shoes, cleats, toe shoes, water 

shoes, beach shoes, or plastic shoes 

to PE.  

Earrings should be 

carefully selected on PE 

days.  If earrings are 

worn posts would be 

best; please no dangling earrings or 

hoops larger than one half inch.   

Students to be excused from PE due 

to an illness or injury need a 

doctor's note. Students who 

medically cannot participate will 

still need to come to class to watch 

and learn. 

by Deb Hogan, PE teacher  

Guidelines for a funtastic year in physical education  
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Nurse’s Notes 
Parents please remember the  following: 

Deadline for immunizations is Sept. 24 

Please always have up to date phone numbers on file 

If your child needs medications at school, please 

come by and pick up medication forms. 

Please feel free to call me with any concerns this 

year. 

Stay Healthy, 

Nurse T 

 

By Theresa Buhrman, RN, school nurse 

PTA News and Events! 

Tues.,  Sept. 4   General membership meeting at  4 p.m. 

All parents and teachers are welcome to attend.  We can’t wait to meet you! 

Thurs., Sept.13  New family Q and A! 

New families to the area please come join us for information about the school, staff, activi-

ties and surrounding areas.  A light dinner will be provided for you. 

Representatives from local dentist, CYS, Gordon teachers 

and staff plus many more!! 

Fri., Sept. 14  Fun Friday Begins!! 

Parents, items for Fun Friday are only $.50! 

Upcoming Events! 

Thurs., Oct. 4 

Picture day 

 McTeacher night at McDonald’s across from Linden Oaks! 

 

You are encouraged to join the PTA .  See any PTA officer with questions on how to join. 

by Becky Bishop, PTA president 
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T he school improvement process is 

evident when you walk in Gordon 

Elementary. Last school year we went through a post 

accreditation review. This involved an internal staff 

from the North Carolina District coming in to evaluate 

our performance as a school since the February 2011 

accreditation review. The team completed its visit 

May 3, 2012. Prior to leaving, the team briefed with 

the Continuous School Improvement team and 

administration staff.  

Gordon ES was evaluated on last year’s Required 

Actions and the steps the school has taken to improve 

them. The Required Actions were to:   

Analyze existing data at a greater depth to identify 

possible subgroups of students and differentiated 

learning opportunities to promote student 

achievement.  

Build and expand upon the existing foundation of 

a warm, welcoming environment to help support and 

engage parents who seem to be disengaged from the 

school and its activities.  

As the school continues work towards the 

completion of the required actions we were asked to 

consider the following recommendations: 

Define multiple ways data can be disaggregated 

and how the subgroups can be targeted.  

Design ways to systematically help students 

articulate their individual data, and how this impacts 

student learning; share student progress throughout the 

year with parents (beyond report cards and 

conferences).  

Select/create a protocol for looking at student 

work and student data during collaboration meetings 

to design differentiated learning opportunities and 

extend the first required action.  

Develop ways to continue the momentum as the 

school grows for SY 2012-2013.  

The CSI team is always willing to hear your 

suggestions on ways to make Gordon more engaging 

and supporting for you.  We service your children 

with pride each and every day, but that is only part of 

our job. As a military community we want to be united 

for the children. Please provide suggestions to make 

Gordon more engaging and supporting for you, the 

parent to Brianne.Bruscino@am.dodea.edu.  

Thanks for all you do to support your children in 

their education! 

by Brianne Bruscino, CSI Chair 

Gordon focused on continuous school improvement 

mailto:Brianne.Bruscino@am.dodea.edu


 

School Snapshots 

 

Gordon’s August flag team. 

Parents, students, staff gear up for the start of school 



 


