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 Expect the Extraordnary! 

Joel Grim 

I am still very excited about Gordon’s first Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math 

(S.T.E.A.M) night.  Attendance was terrific, and eve-

ryone was very engaged with their children.  It was so 

much fun watching families work together and in 

some cases compete against one another to build a 

project.  My teaching staff did a tremendous job com-

ing up with many options for construction projects 

that interested every child.  A big thank you to the 

P.T.A. for purchasing prizes and some of our materials 

for the evening.  The evening was a huge success! 

Please review the calendar closely as school is not 

in session several days in November.  Please note that 

parent conferences are scheduled Nov. 7-9 for prekin-

dergarten.  Nov. 9 is also designated for K-4 confer-

ences.  You will receive a scheduled conference date 

from the teacher.  Our staff looks forward to sharing 

both successes and areas of improvement with you 

during conferences.  Please write down any questions 

you have in advance of the conference and bring them 

with you to ensure all information is covered. 

Gordon will be receiving six additional portable 

classrooms that will be ready for occupancy by Jan. 

15, 2013. A construction fence has been installed out-

side the kindergarten hallway so water, sewer, and 

electrical work may begin.  The portables will be relo-

cated to Gordon in the near future and then refur-

bished.  We look forward to the additional classrooms 

as Linden Oaks continues to grow.   

I mentioned in a OneCall message about the im-

portance of not checking out children after 2 p.m. on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 

Friday.  Also, it is important not 

to check out students after 1 p.m. 

on Wednesday.  Teachers are re-

viewing information from the day 

and preparing students for home-

work during this time.  Once stu-

dents begin moving to the dis-

missal area, it is very difficult to 

locate students.  It is also helpful 

that if any transportation changes 

need to be made that our office is 

called before 2 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday or 1 p.m. on Wednesday.   Your help in 

this matter greatly assists in Gordon having a smooth 

dismissal. 

Students who are reading at grade level before the 

end of fourth grade certainly are more successful in 

upper grades according to research.  Understanding 

basic math concepts in elementary school helps stu-

dents have the foundation to complete high level prob-

lems in middle and high school grades.  Please invest 

in your children by reading with them nightly and as-

sisting them with their math facts.  As students grow 

confident in reading and math, they will work inde-

pendently and hopefully develop a love for learning.  

Our school is here to assist you with ideas for helping 

your children.  Please see your child’s teacher or a 

counselor if you need ideas for working with your 

children.  
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Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions, 

drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide 

and local assessments. 

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number 
Relations. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.  
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Math instruction at Gordon is a 

comprehensive program. It is cen-

tered on students' learning and their 

ability to reason and think mathe-

matically. Curriculum standards, 

effective instructional strategies, 

and ongoing assessment of student 

progress are essential components 

of the math program. The major 

goal of the Mathematics program is 

to offer a balanced curriculum in-

cluding problem solving, concep-

tual development and basic skills. 

We use enVision Math from 

Pearson for grades 3-4 and Every-

day Mathematics from McGraw 

Hill for grades K-2.  All third and 

fourth grade students can view their 

Mathematics book at www.pearson 

successnet.com, which allows them 

to practice and review lessons. Ad-

ditionally, on the same website, test 

scores completed on the computer 

at school may be viewed. 

This year Gordon is offering 

after-school math activities.  First 

and second graders are involved in 

Math Club, which meets Thursdays 

after school. This session of Math 

Club will conclude Nov. 16.  A new 

session will begin Nov. 26.  Start-

ing Jan.11, 2013, Math Club will be 

open to third and fourth grade stu-

dents. 

If you have any questions about 

the Mathematics programs at 

Gordon Elementary School, please 

contact  Kristine.A.Morris 

@am.dodea.edu. 

 
By Kris Morris, Math ISSS 

Math Matters to everyone at Gordon Elementary 

Close contact, sharing clothes raises health concerns 

http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
mailto:Kristine.A.Morris@am.dodea.edu
mailto:Kristine.A.Morris@am.dodea.edu
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Initial assessment data compares results from year to year 

Students completed beginning of the year 

assessments during September. Below you 

will find the results for those assessments 

compared to previous years. Please notice 

there is a significant decrease in last year’s 

scores. This was due to a new assessment 

being given. Also shown below is our be-

ginning of the year Scholastic Reading 

Inventory (SRI) scores.  The SRI is given 

to 3rd and 4th grade students quarterly. Sec-

ond grade students take the SRI three times 

a year, with a baseline assessment at the 

start of the second semester and again at 

end of each quarter thereafter. If you have 

any questions or suggestions for our school 

please feel free to contact Brianne.bruscino 

@am.dodea.edu. 

By Brianne Bruscino, CSI chair 

 

Counselors’ Corner:  Safety, Safe Touch, Red Ribbon Week  

A recent study shows that emergency rooms around the 

country are seeing huge increases in the number of children 

coming into the emergency room.  This alarming trend is 

being blamed on parents’ preoccupation with cell phone 

texts, calls, sharing data, and general increase in laptop use.  

Parents need to supervise children without too many dis-

tractions.  Let’s keep our children safe. 

Here at Gordon, two safety programs are scheduled 

each October. One is Safe Touch. DDESS provides coun-

selors pre-approved, age-appropriate materials that help 

children differentiate between good touch, bad touch, and 

secret touch. 

Red Ribbon Week kicked off Oct. 23. Lessons will con-

tinue for several weeks with classroom presentations on 

peer pressure and the dangers of all drugs, including alco-

hol, cigarettes and prescription drugs. Parents are children’s 

role models. As always, it is not what we say, but what we 

do that makes the greatest impression.  Red Ribbon Week 

emphasizes the importance of avoiding peer pressure and of 

making good choices. 

Finally, parents please mark your calendars for Mar. 11

-15, 2013 for Terra Nova Week. Nationwide standardized 

testing will take place in grades 3 and 4. Please avoid 

scheduling medical appointments or family vacations dur-

ing this important week. 

Gordon students are an extraordinary population with 

whom it is our pleasure to work. We appreciate the oppor-

tunity to give students the tools they need to be successful 

in life. 

If you have questions, please contact the school coun-

selors. 
By Mona Hegarty, School Counselor 

mailto:Brianne.bruscino@am.dodea.edu
mailto:Brianne.bruscino@am.dodea.edu


We have many visitors in and out of the school on 

a daily basis. For safety and security reasons, parents 

and all other visitors must sign in at the front office 

and receive a visitor’s badge.  No visitors should go to 

any classroom or building area without first signing in 

at the office. Please ensure you follow our building 

access procedures.  

Signs are strategically placed at entrances inform-

ing visitors to report to the  School’s Main Admini-

stration Office  

You must present a current form of identification 

prior to gaining access into the school; 100 percent  ID 

policy remains in effect. 

 Once inside the school, IDs will be verified and 

exchanged for a visitor’s badge.  IDs will be  main-

tained in a secure area in the office 

Visitors are required to wear the badge during the 

entire visit above the waist in plain view of other 

school employees 

Visitors are required to sign in indicating date, 

time and intended visiting locations within the school. 

Visitors are required to return the visitor’s badge 

prior to exiting the building; time and date of exit is 

required and must be annotated on the visitor’s log. 

When visiting the school, please refrain from park-

ing in the front circle by the school’s front entrance.  

The front circle is for loading and unloading and for 

emergency vehicle access.  

Please note, for fire safety reasons, strollers are not 

allowed in the building.  We have two areas desig-

nated for stroller parking located at the main entrance 

and the gym entrance. 
 

By Cynthia Flagg, Administration Officer 

Building access procedures 

Signing in, out at office helps keep students safe             

Patriot volunteers make the difference for students, staff at Gordon 

“We make a living by 
what we do, but we 
make a life by what we 
give” – Winston Churchill.  

 We value our parent volunteers 

and you are always welcome and 

needed in our school. Volunteers 

are a vital part of the success of 

Gordon Elementary School.  We 

expect the extraordinary, and you 

can help us make it happen.  If you 

would like to become a volunteer, 

please stop by the front office and 

pick up a volunteer application 

packet.  We will be happy to an-

swer any questions you may have 

regarding the volunteering experi-

ence. Volunteers can help in differ-

ent ways.  Here are some examples: 

Teacher Assistant Volunteer 

Information Center 

Literacy Night 

STEAM Night 

Picture Day 

Book Fair 

Spirit Wear 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

Field Day 

PTA 

If there are other areas or ways 

you would like to help, please let us 

know.  The following documents 

are required to be completed in or-

der to become a volunteer: 

A Fort Bragg Military Criminal Re-

cords Check must be completed.  

by the Provost Marshal Office 

DD Form 2793, Volunteer Agree-

ment Form 

DoDEA Form 47003.3, School Vol-

unteer Application 

Completion of AT Level 1 Aware-

ness Training. (Active duty are 

exempt). The training link is  

https://atlevel1.dtic.mil/at/. 

 Those who volunteer as a study 

trip chaperone must travel in the 

school bus.  Siblings are not al-

lowed to accompany chaperones.   

 As an approved volunteer, we 

ask that you follow the below pro-

cedures: 

Sign in and wear your volunteer 

badge at all times. 

Remain in the area which you 

signed in to serve.  If you need 

to go to a different area, please 

inform the office. 

Follow the teacher’s or PTA 

representative’s instructions 

regarding interaction with the 

students and the staff. 

Please let classroom teachers or 

administrators handle any stu-
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Continued on next page. 

https://atlevel1.dtic.mil/at/
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dent discipline issues.  Notify 

the teacher discreetly of any 

inappropriate behavior you may 

observe. 

Turn off or set your cell phone 

to vibrate upon entering the 

building.  If you need to use 

your phone  please step outside. 

In addition to completing the 

Volunteer Application, all volun-

teers must register with the Army’s 

Volunteer Management Informa-

tion System (VMIS) at 

www.MyArmyOneSource.com.    

 VMIS provides a standardized 

system for volunteers to document 

their service history.  Gordon’s 

point of contact is Karen Mageo, 

who can  assist with registration, if 

needed.  

How to register with VMIS 

Go to www.MyArmy One-

Source.com. 

Click on the Become a Volun-

teer tab in the upper right corner. 

Click on Online Opportunity 

Locator. 

Use the drop down box and se-

lect the Military Community, Fort 

Bragg (located under Southeast Re-

gion). 

Use the drop down box and se-

lect the organization in which you 

would like to volunteer. 

Click on Search. 

Select the position you are in-

terested in, and click on Apply at 

the bottom of the page. 

Click on the Register for this 

Site link on the right. 

Click here to Register Now, and 

complete the registration informa-

tion. 

Click continue. 

Verify information and click 

Register at the bottom right hand 

corner. 

Screen will show “Registration 

Complete” and “Thank You for 

Registering”. You have been pre-

approved and logged into the site. 

Click continue (returns you to 

homepage). 

An email will go to, Karen 

Mageo, Gordon’s Organizational 

Point of Contact. Once approved, 

you may then begin to log your 

hours. 

If the volunteer has previously 

logged hours -  

Log on to 

www.MyArmyOneSource.com. 

Click on Log In at the top of the 

page. 

Click on My AOS Page (upper 

right corner)  

Scroll down to Volunteer Cen-

ter and you will see AVC Volun-

teer. 

Click on Service History. 

Click on the Hours button 

(highlighted in blue) to the right of 

the position you want to log hours 

for. 

To enter for the current month, 

select Day, and  Add for Open 

Dates. 

When you are finished entering 

hours, be sure to scroll to the bot-

tom and click SAVE! 

Volunteer hours must be en-

tered into the system by the 5th of 

the month for the previous month to 

ensure certification 

 Thank you so much for your 

continued support and we look for-

ward to working with you in the 

near future. 
By Cynthia Flagg, Administration Offi-

cer 

Patriot Volunteers continued ——————————————————————— 

Members of the Authors Club will be publishing their own books 

using Studentreasures. Third and fourth grade students are working on 

their books during October and November. The second grade session 

will be during February and March . First graders will work on their 

books during April and May.  We look forward to reading and sharing 

some published work from Gordon Elementary Students. Extra copies 

of the students’ work will be available for purchase. 

  
By Suzanne Merritt & Renate Beken, Authors Club 

Students publish original books 

http://www.myarmyonesource.com/
http://www.MyArmyOneSource.com
http://www.MyArmyOneSource.com
http://www.MyArmyOneSource.com.
http://www.studentreasures.com/


DATES TO REMEMBER 

*Nov. 1:  Turkey Bingo!  Join 

us for bingo fun and 

chances to win a turkey! 

* Nov 6:  Monthly PTA meet-

ing in the teaching kitchen @ 

1:45 p.m. 

* Nov. 16 & 30:  -Fun Friday!  

Wear your spirit shirt and 

support your PTA by pur-

chasing a yummy snack! 

Have a great Thanksgiv-

ing break! 

Congratulations to the following classes for 

having 100% participation in September: 

 

PreK           Kindergarten 

Harrison AM       Grant 

Harrison PM       Baker 

Jillard AM         Maull 

Jillard PM        Merritt 

Melendez AM      Upton 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for 

having 80% or higher participation in Septem-

ber: 

 

1st Grade   2nd Grade     3rd Grade 

Clark      Colley        DeBruhl 

          Organiscak     Munsell 

                      Schmotzer 

 

For more information, speak with your 

child’s teacher or call Laura Festa, Home Read-

ing Program coordinator, at (910) 907-1300. 
 

Facts About Reading 
Children who grow up in homes where books 

are plentiful go further in school than those 

who don’t. Children with low-education fami-

lies can do as well as children with high-

education families if they have access to books 

at home. 
Source:  www.scholastic.com/readeveryday 

 

“Reading a lot” is one of the most powerful 

methods of increasing fluency, vocabulary, and 

comprehension. 
Source:  www.scholastic.com/readeveryday  

 

 

Don’t forget! Students need to read or be read to 

every day at home. Help your children meet their 

monthly Home Reading goals and receive monthly 

Home Reading incentives. Students who met their 

goal in September received a small toy and a coupon 

for a free kid’s meal at Subway.  

 
By Laura Festa, Home Reading Program Coordinator 
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The road to success is paved with books 

Thank you to all the stu-

dents, parents and teachers 

that made McTeacher night, 

the book fair, and 

S.T.E.A.M. night such a 

success!   

*It is never too 
late to purchase 

Gordon spirit wear!
* 

 * Long sleeves and sweat-

shirts now available. 

Your PTA is in need of a 

secretary and a Fun Friday 

coordinator please see the 

Gordon office or any PTA 

board member for details. 

VOLUNTEERS!  

Your time is needed to help 

make our school’s PTA func-

tions a success!   

*Don’t forget to turn in your 

background check to the 

Gordon office!   

*Must have background check 

to participate in any function at 

the school. 

http://www.scholastic.com/readeveryday
http://www.scholastic.com/readeveryday
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Gordon’s new Military & 

Family Life Counselor, Angela 

Green, is here to provide broad-

ranging support to military chil-

dren and youth, and to the family 

members and other adults who 

support them. Within the school 

system, MFLCs provide support 

in the following ways: 

Engage in activities with 

children/youth 

Provide direct interven-

tion in classroom, includ-

ing assisting staff in set-

ting and managing 

boundaries 

Model behavioral tech-

niques and provide feed-

back to staff 

Are available to staff to 

discuss interactions with 

children and other con-

cerns 

Outreach to parents 

Facilitate psycho-

educational groups 

Conduct parent and staff 

training sessions 

Common issues that MFLCs 

address are: 

School adjustment 

Deployment and separa-

tion 

Reunion adjustment 

Sibling and parent-child 

communication 

Behavioral concerns 

Fear, grief and loss 

Daily life issues 

MFLC services are available 

Monday through Friday from 

8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Call (910) 

734-7238 for more information. 
By Angela Green, MFLC 

MFLC Services at Gordon 

School Snapshots 



 

School Snapshots 



 


