
T 
he end of the 2011-2012 school year is 

quickly coming to a close.  This newsletter 

will be a combined May - June publication 

considering there are only nine academic 

days in June.   I ask that you help keep your children 

focused until the final day of school.  Spring fever 

typically starts in May, but students who continue to 

work hard will be ready for next year. 

 I do request that all of you review upcoming calen-

dar items listed in this newsletter such as parent con-

ferences.  This is a great opportunity to discuss any 

academic or behavioral concerns with your child’s 

teacher.  PreKindergarten and Kindergarten registra-

tions is May 3 – 4.  Registering your child early helps 

administration plan for staffing next year.  The last 

day for PreKindergarten students is June 13, and the 

final day for K -5 is June 14. 

 Gordon Elementary has offered award assemblies 

this year for K – 5 students.  Both students and parents 

have enjoyed attending the assemblies.  The fourth 

quarter awards will be done differently due to time 

constraints.  It is physically impossible to print awards 

and hold an assembly for this large of school during 

fourth quarter.  Consequently, award assemblies will 

be held in each classroom.  Each grade level will set a 

date for their awards and notify parents. 

 In December I held a parent coffee and invited all 

parents to attend, but unfortu-

nately only one parent attended.  

Coffees are used to get feedback 

from parents on the school.  I 

also received low turnouts at my 

last school.  On April 3 I held 

another coffee to get feedback 

regarding the school but took a 

different approach by inviting 

one parent from every classroom 

to attend.  Ten parents attended 

from Gordon.  They provided me positive feedback, 

shared areas of concern, and asked many wonderful 

questions.  My staff is using this information to make 

improvements at Gordon.  I will be holding more par-

ent coffees next school year. 

 I’ve enjoyed getting to know the students, staff, and 

parents at Gordon Elementary this year.  We have a 

beautiful facility and highly motivated teachers who 

care deeply for the well-being of the students.  The 

after school clubs along with the numerous activities 

offered at the school has enriched the lives of our stu-

dents.   Many of these activities would not be possible 

without the involvement of the PTA. You are encour-

aged to become actively involved with this wonderful 

organization. 

 Have a great summer and continue reading with your 

children! 

 

Patriot Post 
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We will continue to focus on making Gordon the best school for our families 

 The military groups at Gordon ended the Snacks for Soldiers Drive in 

April. They would like to thank all the students, parents, and staff who 

donated snacks to be sent to deployed soldiers. Because of your generosity 

more than 1,000 snacks were collected and sent to two of our students fa-

thers’ units who are currently deployed. Included with the snacks, students 

sent cameras, letters, and cards. Anissa Peoples, Military and Family Life Con-

sultant 

Gordon students, staff support soldiers with snack drive 



 Expect the Extraordinary! 

D 
oDEA recently announced a Science 

Technology Engineering Mathematics 

(STEM) initiative for schools worldwide, 

to provide real-world, problem solving 

opportunities for students.  To embrace the power of 

creativity, the DDESS-Fort Bragg schools have added 

the Arts to STEM and Gordon Elementary students 

will be participating in STEAM Week May 7-11, 

2012. 

 STEAM activities have been planned by grade level 

teams and will take place throughout the week: 

Pre-K – Egg drop with assistance of 4th grade stu-

dents 

Kindergarten - Sink and Float experiments with a 

variety of materials 

1st Grade - Using recycled materials to build a 

robot that holds a tennis ball 

2nd Grade - Exploring the properties of matter by 

making ice cream 

3rd Grade - Creating environmentally friendly can 

holders and building a table from newspaper 

4th Grade - Building a table from newspapers and 

exploring concepts of circuits and electricity 

5th Grade - Building activities to include bridges 

from fettuccine, balloon racers, towers with 

marshmallows and straws, and creating musi-

cal instruments from a variety of materials. 
 

Dr. Debra Barrickman, GT Teacher 

Amy Adamski, Administrative Intern 

Gordon students are moving full STEAM ahead  

STEAM activities will follow the Engineering Design Process 



 

 Expect the Extraordinary! 

 On Friday April 20, Gordon was vis-

ited by Eddie and Melody from "Kids on 

the Block." Eddie and Melody talked 

about bullying and demonstrated differ-

ent things students can do when the feel 

they are being bullied, or when they see 

someone else being bullied.  

 These puppet shows are provided by 

Army Child Service to all schools at no 

cost to the schools or community pro-

grams. The Kids on the Block program 

on Bullies & School Safety is designed 

to create awareness of what constitutes 

bullying, present problem solving strate-

gies, encourage empathy for the targets 

of bullies, and explore ways that stu-

dents may be involved in promoting 

safety in their school. Anissa Peoples, Mili-

tary and Family Life Consultant 
 
 

‘Kids on the Block’ 

teach Gordon students 

how to be bully busters 

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7 - 11 

 

 Please check your 

child's backpack for notes 

about how the PTA will 

help your children show 

their teachers how much 

he or she is appreciated. 

PTA 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair is May 14 - 18 

 The May book fair is 

the last one for this 

school year, and it’s 

buy one, get one free! 

This includes books, 

book marks, pens, and 

all other products. 

Watch for the book fair 

flyer!          PTA 

PTA notes, upcoming events 

http://www.fortbraggmwr.com/acs/


 Expect the Extraordinary! 

Congratulations to the following classes for having 

100 percent  participation in Home Reading for the 

month of March. 

Pre K 

Jillard AM 

Jillard PM 

Kindergarten 

Harrison 

Marks 

Maull 

Upton 

3rd Grade 

Schmotzer 

 

Congratulations to the following classes for having 

80 percent or higher participation during March. 

Pre K 

Merritt AM 

Merritt PM 

Kindergarten 

Grant 

2nd Grade 

Colley 

3rd Grade 

DeBruhl 

Goodrich 

Munsell 

Make reading a special time for the entire family 
 

Don’t miss out on the next great story. Make reading 

time a special time for everyone in the house! Block 

out 20 minutes each evening when EVERYONE sits 

down to read. While your student is reading a book 

on his or her own Lexile level, grab that newspaper 

or magazine article you’ve been dying to read. Make 

reading an important habit for yourself and your 

children will follow your example!  

   Laura Festa, Read 180 

 

 

 

 

Flag Team 

The flag team is responsible for 

raising the American flag every 

morning, and lowering it every 

afternoon.  Students are chosen by 

their teachers to serve on the flag 

team based on their responsibility, 

and the citizenship qualities they 

demonstrate at school.  



 Expect the Extraordinary! 
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Top Five Patriot Picks 

SCHOOL  

LIBRARY 

INFORMATION 

CENTER 

National Children’s Book Week 

 May 7-13 is National Children’s 
Book Week.  This annual event was 
created to promote higher standards in 
children’s books.  Established in 1919, it 
is the longest running literacy initiative in 
the country.  Administered by Every Child 
a Reader and sponsored by the Children’s 
Book Council, young people and 
caregivers are encouraged to explore the 
world beyond their own experiences 
through the covers of a book.   This is the 
absolute perfect time to revisit old 
favorites and make new ones.  A list of 
the Best Books of 2011 for K-12 by the 
School Library Journal can be found by 
just clicking on the link. If you are not 

sure which books are located in the 
Gordon School Library Information Center 
just click the SLIC and type in the desired 
title. 

Bookmark Contest   

 To celebrate Children’s Book 
Week, the information center will sponsor 
a bookmark contest.  The contest will be 
grade level specific, with the overall goal 
being to promote reading in one of the 
STEAM areas; Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics.  More 
information will be presented to students 
prior to May 7th.  

 

Reading Counts at Gordon 
  The third, fourth, and fifth grade 

classes competed in a Reading 

Counts competition, entitled March 

Madness.  Classes went head to 

head to see which could read the 

most books.  For the month of 

March, students read more than 

3,000 books.  So far Gordon 

Patriots have read more than 

8,000 books, which exceed our 

school-wide goal of 7,500.  I think 

that’s cause for celebration!     

   Congrats to the following classes 

the winners of March Madness for 

their grade levels:  3rd grade with 

586 books, Mrs. Goodrich; 4th 

grade with 292 books, Ms. Fleming 

and 5th grade with 498 books, Mrs. 

Moore. 

2012 

      
 

 

 

     Everybody Fiction                              Fiction                      Non-fiction 

1. No David!                                           Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Ugly Truth                                 Baby Mouse 

2. The Dumpster Diver                            Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Last Straw                                   I Spy Spooky Night              

3. One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish          Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever                               Bone: Great Cow Race 

4. Did I Ever Tell You How Lucky You?         Ms. Hannah is Bananas                                            Where’s Waldo? Wonder Book 

5.We’re Going on a Lion Hunt                Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley’s Journal    Bone:  Crown of Horns 

            

 

               

 
        
        Recently, there have been a 

number of books returned to the 

information center sticky, wet and 

moldy, crayon or pencil 

scribbling, and pet marks.  Please 

encourage your child to use 

proper book care when it comes 

to library books.  Damaged books 

not only prevent others from 

reading them, it also decreases 

our school’s resources.  Here are 

a few simple rules to help keep 

books damage free. 

*Handle books with clean hands 

*Don’t leave books outside 

*Keep away from food and drink 

*Don’t give books to baby 

brother/sister or pets 

*Use a bookmark 

*Handle pages with care 

*Check book bag for spills 

*Keep in safe place 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Book Week 

Pamela Bailey, Information Media Specialist 



 Expect the Extraordinary! 

Patriot Day is coming!  

 On Friday, May 4, we will spend 

the day participating in many activi-

ties, presentations, and performances 

provided by military and civilian 

volunteers. 

  Festivities will begin at 8:45 a.m. 

with the All American Freefall 

Team, and end after the 1 p.m. per-

formance by the  Fayetteville City 

Police Rollerz Band. PM-PreK stu-

dents will arrive at noon. 

 Families are welcome to enjoy this 

day with their students. Due to ac-

tivities and limited time for lunch; 

we are unable able to offer lunch to 

parents and other siblings. We will 

serve Gordon students at their nor-

mal lunch times. Please make other 

lunch arrangements if you plan to 

attend Gordon’s Patriot Day.  

 Due to limited parking we ask that 

you consider walking to school. If 

you planned to donate food for the 

presenters, please drop it off by 10 

a.m. and use disposable serving 

dishes. Thank you for your contin-

ued support! 
Sarai Maull, Patriot Day Committee  

May 4: A day packed with presentations, performances 

The photos on this page are from Patriot Day 2011. 



 

School Snapshots 




