
  I really enjoyed leading this school in Febru-

ary!  Students participated in a number of edu-

cational and fun activities.  The Star Lab was 

open for two weeks so students could learn 

about planets, stars, constellations, and other 

important space standards.  I believe every 

classroom attended at least one time.  Gordon 

held a dance Feb. 14 for both grades 3 – 5 and 

K-2 students.  This was our first ever dance, 

and it was successful.  Like any new event, we 

contemplated both the positive and negative 

aspects of the dance and will make a few 

changes for next time.  Author Marc Harsh-

man was at the school Feb. 16.  He did story-

telling, writers’ workshops, and autographed 

books during the literacy night.   His visit to 

the school was a remarkable experience for 

students.  Students also participated in our 2nd 

quarter awards assembly.   It is wonderful to 

recognize so many students for both academic 

and character awards.  Finally, the Black His-

tory Month activities have also enriched the 

lives of our students.  A big thank you to staff, 

P.T.A. and parents for making February ex-

traordinary! 

   A big focus for March will be on Terra Nova 

testing, which is scheduled for Mar. 12 – 16.  

Terra Nova results are used to measure stu-

dent achievement in grades 3 – 5.  It is critical 

that students are present for Terra Nova Test-

ing.  Making up Terra Nova testing is an ex-

tremely difficult task, especially in a large 

school.  We are asking that you schedule all 

appointments and vacations at a different time 

so students are present for the exam.  It is 

critical that students are also on time for 

school.  Students who are 

late will not be allowed into 

the classroom until there is 

a break in testing.   Fort 

Bragg Schools takes the 

Terra Nova exams very seri-

ously and need the support 

of our parents.  If you have 

any questions regarding 

Terra Nova, please contact 

Vickie Griffith, School Counselor.  

Mrs. Griffith is the Terra Nova Coordinator for 

Gordon Elementary. 

  School will not be in session Mar. 23 due to 

the Fort Bragg Continuous School Improve-

ment  (CSI) Day.  Staff will be focusing on im-

proving instructional techniques related differ-

entiated instruction.  They will also be examin-

ing data in an effort to differentiate instruction 

for the various students in the classroom.  

Staff works very hard on CSI days to improve 

instruction as part of our AdvancED accredita-

tion. 

  I was asked to pass on some important infor-

mation from the Garrison Commander’s office 

to parents regarding the 2012 – 2013 school 

year.  Crossing guards will no longer be avail-

able next year in Linden Oaks.  The Garrison 

Commander’s office informed the school dis-

trict of this information at a recent school 

board meeting.  The belief is that if Master 

Policy 87 is truly implemented, students will 

be escorted by parents in kindergarten through 

fourth grade and fifth grade students should be 

able to walk unescorted to school.    
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Super Bowl Rivals 



 Expect the Extraordinary! 

H 
ome Reading participation is im-

proving! A special thanks goes out 

to all parents who are encouraging 

their children to read or be read to 

every night. Please continue to assist your stu-

dents in recording what they read on their 

Home Reading Records. Students who read a 

minimum of 20 nights per month receive an 

incentive reward. Home Reading Records are 

due the first school day of each month. 

Home Reading Record sheets are on the 

Gordon website at  http://www.am.dodea.edu/

Bragg/Gordon/homereading/homereading1.htm 

Home Reading Rates Growing at Gordon ES 

Congratulations to the following 

classes for having 100 percent  par-

ticipation in the month of January 

2012: 

PreK:  Merritt – AM & PM 

Kindergarten:  Harrison 

Kindergarten:  Marks 

Kindergarten:  Maull 

Kindergarten:  Upton 

     Get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast  

before the test. 

 

      Be confident and stay relaxed. 

 

          Read the directions carefully. 

 

           Read all answer choices before 

choosing one.  Cross out the ones you know for 

sure are not the right answer. 

 

If you’re stuck on a question, move on to the next 

one.  If you have time later, go back and try to answer the question you 

skipped. 

 

Make sure you have answered all the questions. 

 

Don’t get nervous.    You don’t need to be the first one 

to finish. 

Reduce Test Stress — Timely Tips for Terra Nova Takers  

http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/homereading1.htm
http://www.am.dodea.edu/Bragg/Gordon/homereading/homereading1.htm
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School Snapshots 



 Expect the Extraordinary! 

School Snapshots 



 

      Everybody Fiction    Fiction                Non-fiction 

1.  Biscuit’s Big Friend     Captain Underpants/ Talking Toliets…     Baby Mouse 

2.  Froggy Eats Out      Captain Underpants/ Big, Bad Battle…     Ed Emberley’s Big   

                                    Purple Drawing Book                       

3.  Stinky Smelly Feet                  Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever Bone: Rose 

4.  Miss Spider’s Tea Party             Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot vs the          Baby Mouse: Monster   

                                                          Mutant Mosquitoes from Mercury  Mash  

5.  Biscuit        You Can’t Scare Me  I Spy Treasure Hunt 
2012 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY 

INFORMATION CENTER 

The SLIC: Key to Lifelong 

Reading 

 One of the major goals of the school 

library is to actively encourage students to 

read for pleasure. This type of reading, often 

referred to as recreational reading is an 

essential ingredient for students to become 

life-long readers.  Properly matching students 

with their interest and reading level is 

important.  One way this is done is through a 

balanced collection of non-fiction and fiction 

materials that reflects a wide variety of 

interest and reading levels. When students 

enjoy what they read and have the freedom to 

choose what they read for pleasure; students 

will be well on their way to becoming a life-

long reader.   

Ways to Help Your Child Love 

Reading 

1.   Ask the school librarian or teacher for 

help. Teachers and librarians are a great 

resource for connecting students with books. 

2.   Try the Gordon SLIC, our online catalog. 

The SLIC allows you to search for material 

located in our collection and suggests other 

books students may enjoy.  Book database are 

another useful source, KidsRead.com is a 

place where kids can find info about their 

favorite books, series, and authors. 

3.   Check out Scholastic’s Bookwizard. This 

user-friendly database by Scholastic can help 

you search for books by reading level, type of 

book, genre and more. 

4.  Read together   

 

Reading Counts at Gordon 
Reading Counts is an independent 

reading program designed to get kids reading.  

This program motivates students with 

suggested reading choices that match their 

interest and reading level, while reinforces 

comprehension, fluency, and vocabulary.  

Here’s how it works; students choose a book 

that they like in their reading range, read, then 

take a quiz.  So far our Gordon Patriots have 

read 4,563 books. To encourage more reading 

our principal and assistant principal have 

agreed to dress up as book characters of the 

student body’s choice once students have read 

7,500 books.   

 

 

 

The Information Center 
is looking for 
volunteers. Interested? 
Contact Ms. Bailey or 
Ms. Elliott at 907-1300 
for more details. 

 

March Madness is 

approaching. But hey, 

why should basketball 

fans have all the fun. 

There is a lot going on 

in March besides the 

NCAA Men’s Division 

I Basketball 

Championships.  For 

one, did you know that 

March is Women’s 

History Month?  This 

year’s theme: 

"Women's Education - 

Women's 

Empowerment” 

celebrates the struggles 

of women, while 

fighting for the  

 right to learn. Get to 

know some of our 

popular female singers 

and actresses like 

Selena Gomez, Taylor 

Swift, and Beyonce 

Knowles, along with 

those great women of 

the past and present: 

Susan B. Anthony, 

Condeleezza Rice and 

Hillary Rodham 

Clinton   All of these 

phenomenal ladies and 

a host of others are 

located on the shelves 

of the Gordon School 

Library Information. 

Center. 

March 2 is Read 

Across America Day in 

honor of Dr. Seuss’s 

birthday. To view all 

things Seuss, checkout 

Suessville.com                 

Did you know  

that Dr. Seuss  

published over 60 

books for children? 

This year the Read 

Across America 

campaign will 

showcase The Lorax 

the book and new 

movie which is set to 

be released on March 

2.   



http://www.am.dodea.edu/bragg/New-CSO/Menus/Menus.htm
http://www.am.dodea.edu/bragg/New-CSO/Menus/Menus.htm

