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 Expect the Extraordnary! 

Joel Grim 

Linden Oaks continues to grow as evidenced by the 

increased enrollment after the holidays.  Gordon Ele-

mentary now has a student population of 610 students.  

Many houses continue to come online in our neighbor-

hood. I am thankful the six portable classrooms are 

almost complete.  In the near future, several special 

area classrooms will be relocated to the portables.  

This will create some much needed space in our main 

building.   

The main issue I need to address in this newsletter 

is attendance.  Students need to be on time and in 

school on a regular basis to maximize their instruc-

tional opportunities.  Gordon Elementary is reviewing 

attendance records and contacting parents to schedule 

meetings for students who are frequently absent.  Ex-

cessive absences may be referred to Command as re-

quired by DODEA policy.  It is important that parents 

call the office and then follow up with a note if their 

child will be absent from school.  Our computer sys-

tem now tracks students who are tardy or leaves school 

early and marks them absent for a portion of the day.  

Again, my goal is for every child to be on time and 

here at school.  I am including additional information 

in this newsletter on the absence policy. Please call the 

office with any questions.   

The end of the second reporting period was Janu-

ary 24th.  Report cards will be sent home on February 

5th.  Although conferences are not scheduled for this 

quarter, please contact your child’s teacher with any 

questions regarding progress.  My staff is always will-

ing to meet to assist your family.   

Gordon Elementary offers a 

home reading program for our 

children.  A tracking sheet is sent 

at the beginning of each month 

and must be returned at the end of 

the month.  Children receive 

prizes for participating at least 20  

days.  

I want to encourage every 

family to read with their children nightly.  Children’s 

skills and love for reading improve immensely when 

families read nightly together.   Children who are read-

ing at grade level will obviously be more successful in 

school and in the workforce.   

As our community continues to grow, so does the 

car pick-up line during dismissal.  You are encouraged 

to walk with your children.  Parents may also use the 

parking lot at the rear of the school to park and walk 

up to pick up their children from the walking line.  

Walking with your children promotes physical fitness 

and improves health.  Please remember to always have 

your I.D. during dismissal.  It is also important to have 

a back up person on your emergency contact list in 

case you are unable to pick up your child.  This will 

avoid confusion for your child when this happens. 

Please come and eat lunch with your child and visit 

our wonderful school! 
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Gordon Elementary School/DoDEA MISSION: Educate, Engage, and Empower Each Student to Succeed in a Dynamic World. 

Goal 1: By June 2013, all students will improve their reading comprehension skills by utilizing vocabulary, formulating questions, 

drawing conclusions, summarizing/retelling, and making predictions. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide 

and local assessments. 

Goal 2: By June 2013, all students will improve math skills, with an emphasis on Math Communication and Number/Number 
Relations. Progress will be measured through the use of system-wide and local assessments.  

Notes from the Principal’s desk 

School attendance is key to students’ future success      
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DoDEA explains attendance policy 

School attendance is important 

and in order to receive the best edu-

cation, students need to Be Here! 

This year, DoDEA has imple-

mented a system-wide attendance 

policy for students in DoDEA 

schools throughout the world. This 

new policy is consistent with those 

found in many public schools 

throughout the United States. 

School attendance issues have been 

identified as a serious issue for chil-

dren throughout the country and 

military children are no exception. 

DoDEA's new attendance policy 

provides specific guidance on atten-

dance, absences and identifies sup-

port services for students at-risk for 

not fulfilling the grade or course 

requirements. It's not surprising that 

regular school attendance correlates 

directly with success in academic 

work, improves social interaction 

with adults and peers and provides 

opportunities for important commu-

nication between teachers and stu-

dents. Regular attendance also has a 

cumulative effect of establishing 

life-long positive traits-- responsi-

bility, determination, respect for 

rules of society --that are critical for 

developing career readiness skills, 

success in college and in life. 

 

Highlights of the policy 

All students are required to at-

tend school for 180 instructional 

days per school year. 

Academic penalties will not be 

imposed for excused absences.  

Whenever a student needs to be 

out for more than five days, the 

teacher will provide a Student Edu-

cational Monitoring Plan to lessen 

the impact of a student missing in-

struction in class.  

Excused absences can include:   

Personal illness. 

Medical, dental, or mental 

health appointments. 

Serious illness in the student's 

immediate family. 

A death in the student's imme-

diate family or of a relative. 

Religious holidays. 

Emergency conditions such as 

fire, flood, or storm. 

Unique family circumstances 

warranting absence and coordi-

nated with school administra-

tion. 

College visits that cannot be 

scheduled on non-school days. 

Reasonable amounts of time 

confounding deployments and rein-

tegration providing missed school 

Continued on next page. 

http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/attendance-booklet.pdf
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Attendance Policy (continued) 

Many families--both mili-

tary and nonmilitary--

underestimate the importance of 

regular school attendance for 

young children (kindergarten 

and first grade) but even miss-

ing just 5 percent of kindergar-

ten-that's just nine days--can be 

an indicator that a child will fall 

behind by the fifth grade. 

Children take their cue from 

their parents when it comes to 

the importance of school atten-

dance. To have a quality educa-

tion experience, you need to be 

here. There are times when a 

student needs to miss school-

everyone understands that. But 

attendance is important.  To 

have a quality educational ex-

perience, you need to be here. 

 
What parents should know 

Parents can team up with 

teachers to make sure students 

are in school and ready to learn.   

How parents can help: 

Schedule medical and dental 

appointments outside of 

school hours. 

Schedule vacations during 

school breaks. 

Schedule Permanent Change 

of Station (PCS) moves to 

coincide with summer 

breaks or other scheduled 

school breaks. 

When moving, check school 

calendars to be aware of impor-

tant school dates (beginning/

ending of school year; testing 

dates, breaks, etc.) 

Make it a habit to contact their 

child's teachers/principals to ar-

range to pick up missed school 

work, either in advance if the ab-

sence is known, or the same day 

their child is absent. 
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The rewards of reading surpass snacks & treats 

Don’t let your child miss out 
 

Every month students who participate in the home reading 

program receive a coupon for free food and a small toy. All 

they have to do is read every night at home and record what is 

being read! Don’t let your child miss out on receiving these 

fun rewards. Help your student record what he or she is read-

ing, (or what is being read to him/her), and turn in the Home 

Reading record on the due date. 
Laura Festa, Home Reading Program Coordinator 

Facts about READING 
 

“Every school day in America, 

3,000 students drop out—the majority of 

them are poor readers. Students with below 

grade level reading skills are twice as likely 

to drop out of school as those who can read 

on or above grade level.” 
(Adolescent Literacy: A National Reading Crisis) 

 

“Children learn an average of 4,000 

to 12,000 new words each year as a result of 

book reading.” 
(Scholastic: Classroom Libraries Work!) 

 

“Studies have proven that increased 

family engagement in educational programs 

is linked with increases in child reading 

achievement and other academic successes 

(such as high school graduation rates.)” 
(Pre-K Now) 

Cheers to the classes with 100% participation 

November December 

PreK Kindergarten PreK Kindergarten 

Harrison AM Grant Harrison AM Grant 

Harrison PM Baker Harrison PM Baker 

Jillard AM  Maull  Maull 

Jillard PM Merritt  Merritt 

Melendez AM Upton  Upton 

Cheers to the classes with 80-99% participation 

November December 

Cooper AM  Cooper AM  

Clancy  Cooper PM  

Colley  Jillard AM  

Munsell  Melendez AM  

Greene  DeBruhl  
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Terra Nova testing nears  
for 3rd & 4th grade students  
 

Please mark your calendars: 

MARCH 11-15 is TERRA NOVA TESTING 

WEEK 

Nationwide standardized testing will take place in 

grades 3 and 4. Please avoid scheduling medical ap-

pointments or family trips during this important week. 

Have students to school on time during this week. Stu-

dents arriving late will not be admitted to class during 

the test and will have to do a makeup test. 

 
Mona Hegarty, school counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

5-7 pm Tuesday, Feb. 12 

Literacy Activities for Pre-K 

through 4th grade 

Food 

Fun 

Guest Story-

teller 

Prizes 

Character Scav-

enger Hunt 

Reading Tips 

Book Fair 

 

http://www.dodea.edu/attendance/upload/football-poster.pdf
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PTA news & events 

-February 21, 2013 

 -Cultural Diversity 

Dance!  

 -From 3:30  5 p.m. 

 -Keep in an eye on your 

child’s folder for more in-

formation!  

The PTA accepts memberships and background checks all year long.  If you have been thinking about it or just moved here, come on in to the office and ask for a form. Volunteers must have background check to par-ticipate in any function at the school. 

-February 5, 2013 

 -PTA monthly meeting @ 

1:45 

 -We are always looking 

for new ideas, comments, 

and inquiries from our 

community so come join 

us!  Your input is welcome 

and appreciated! 

-February 12, 2013 

 -Literacy Night Family 

Event!   

  -Come join your PTA, 

teachers, and administra-

tion and Get Your Read 

On! 

  -Family events will be 

from 5 - 7 p.m. 

 -Food will be served from 

4:30 - 6 p.m.  

The PTA would like to welcome 

all of you back from winter 

break!  We hope everyone had a 

relaxing and wonderful time! 

We loved delivering all the spe-

cial messages to our students.  

We want to thank all the parents 

and teachers that made our first 

candy-gram event a success! 

-Gordon Patriot t-shirts, long-

sleeve shirts and sweatshirts 

are always available to or-

der ,and if you need a special 

size just ask! 

-February 14, 2013 

-Preordered candy grams 

will be delivered. 



 

School Snapshots 

First grade students sing during a presentation to the Fort Bragg School Board. 

 

Fourth grade students play their recorders for their parents. Fourth graders  perform the hand washing song. 

Gordon teachers 

attend a math 

work shop during 

the Continuous 

School 

Improvement (CSI) 

Day. 




