
 

 

 

Notes from the Principal’s Desk  

Patriot Post 

T he CSI Team would like to 

welcome Mrs. Tricia Harm to our 

team. Mrs. Harm has been kind 

enough to donate her time for the 

school improvement process. 

Mrs. Harm will be an asset to our 

team as we work together with all 

stakeholders to make Gordon 

Extraordinary! 

  During the last CSI Day, Jan. 

13, our staff accomplished sev-

eral tasks. Pre-K teachers at-

tended math training. Kindergar-

ten through Third grade teachers 

attend more Fountas and Pinnell 

training for the assessment just 

adopted to assess reading. Fourth 

and Fifth grade teachers met to 

analyze Terra Nova data as well 

as common assessment data. 

Special Education Staff was also 

in training specifically targeted to 

their needs. 

  Literacy Night, scheduled for 

Feb. 16, is fast approaching. We 

look forward to seeing everyone 

for a night of fun and reading!  

  As always, should you have a 

suggestion, comment, or concern 

about school improvement, 

please email April Ennis at 

april.ennis@am.dodea.edu. 
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DoDEA/Gordon Mission:  To Provide an Exemplary Education that Inspires and Prepares All DoDEA Students for Success in a Dynamic, Global Environment  

Joel Grim 

G ordon Elementary held an 

awards assembly after the first 

reporting period ended.  Gordon 

will hold  K-1, 2-3, and 4-5 award 

ceremonies each quarter in the 

cafeteria.  Parents will be notified 

by the teacher if their child will 

be receiving an award.  Due to the 

size of our cafeteria, we ask that 

strollers be left at the front of the 

school or in the car.  Gordon is 

excited to recognize student 

achievement each quarter. 

  The Super Bowl is Sunday, Feb. 

6. Students may wear their favor-

ite team colors on Thursday, Feb. 

2.  This may be a jersey or T-

shirt.  School will not be is ses-

sion on Friday, Feb. 3. 

  Gordon recently experienced a 

power outage for approximately 

30 minutes.  Numerous concerned 

parents called the office wonder-

ing if school would remain in 

session or how lunch will be 

served.   The district office and 

principals coordinate on all emer-

gency situations.  If children need 

to be sent home, I would contact 

parents through OneCallNow, 

using my cell phone.  It is impor-

tant that your cell phone number 

is in our system.  Alternate plans 

can also be made for serving 

lunch such as food brought in 

from another school.   Normally 

power outages are for a short time 

and the power is restored.  During 

this time, teachers open up the 

blinds and instruction continues.   

  We are very excited about Feb. 

16!  Author Marc Harshman will 

be visiting Gordon Elementary 

and reading to the students.  Mr. 

Harshman has written numerous 

children’s books and does ex-

traordinary presentations.  He will 

also do writing workshops with 

4th and 5th grade students.  Mr. 

Harshman will remain for the 

P.T.A. Literacy Night from 5-7 

p.m. and do storytelling with 

families.  He will most likely sell 

and autograph books. Each grade 

level will host activities and the 

P.T.A. will sponsor a book fair.  

Children may dress up as their 

favorite book character for our 

literacy day.  Students need to 

select an appropriate character 

and costume. Mark your calendar 

for this wonderful event. 

  Dismissal seems to be working 

in a timely manner for the size of 

our school.  I do ask parents to be 

on time when picking up walkers.  

Some parents wait until the crowd 

diminishes before arriving to pick 

up their children.  This slows 

down dismissal as teachers have 

to wait on parents.  Parents need 

to be waiting on children for dis-

missal.  We have been fortunate 

and not experienced severe 

weather.  If you plan to pick up 

walkers on rainy 

days, you will 

need to be pa-

tient.  Teachers 

will watch out 

the gym doors 

and deliver 

children to par-

ent as quickly as possible.  Please 

remember that nearly 700 chil-

dren are being dismissed from 

Gordon. 

  Our home reading data indicates 

that many children are not read-

ing at home.  We are looking at 

some new incentives for children, 

but do encourage you to read with 

your child.  As a parent of older 

children, I miss cuddling up with 

my elementary children and read-

ing a good book.  Take advantage 

of this opportunity as time truly 

flies.  Reading at home will help 

your child love literacy and im-

prove their skills. 

     My door is always open with 

questions, concerns, and positive 

feedback.  I do request that if you 

are concerned with anything, try 

to solve the issue with your 

child’s teacher as part of the chain 

of command.  Most issues can be 

solved at the classroom level.   

  Thanks again for allowing me to 

serve your children.  Gordon 

students are outstanding! 

  When visiting the school during normal school hours, please 

ensure you use the parking lot in front of the school.  We re-

cently added 34 additional paved parking spaces to accommo-

date our staff and visitors.   Parking directly in front of the 

school or on the grassy areas, even for short periods, is not 

allowed.  We must keep this area clear for force protection 

purposes and to ensure emergency vehicles are able to ap-

proach the school, if needed. 

  During mid-day Pre-K dismissal and arrival, please remem-

ber to park in the large parking lot behind the school.  There is 

plenty of space.  Please do not park in the parking lot beyond 

the orange barriers.  This parking lot is used specifically for 

our SPED school buses.  Parking in this area interferes with 

the safe operation of our SPED buses.   Please assist us in this 

area by parking in the large parking lot during Pre-K dismissal 

and arrival procedures. 

  In the near future, we will practice a lock down drill.  It is 

necessary to practice these drills during random times of the 

day to ensure our staff and students are familiar with the 

proper procedures in the event of an actual lockdown situation.   

Please feel free to discuss these drills with your children.  If 

you have any questions/concerns regarding the safety and 

security of the school, please feel free to contact the principal 

or the assistant principal. 

School 

Safety,   

Security 

 



  

Robot Readers 

 

After reading a story with a ro-

bot theme, entitled  Pearl and 

Wagner: Two Good Friends, 

2nd Grade Teacher Brenda 

Weston’s class completed a 

robot project.  



 

  

T 
he week of Dec. 12, First through Fifth grade 

students who participated in Gordon’s Home 

Reading Program for September, October, and 

November were invited to the cocoa and cookie 

celebration in the Information Center. Pre-K and Kin-

dergarten students who participated all three months 

received special treats in their classrooms!  

  Parents, encourage your children to read every evening 

at home and record what they read on their Home Read-

ing record. Records are collected the first school day of 

every month and rewards are given for participation 

 

Congratulations to the following 

classes for 100 percent  participation 

 

 

   

 

November 

Merritt AM 

Merritt PM 

Harrison 

Marks 

Maull 

Upton 

 

December 

Grant 

Harrison 

Marks 

Maull 

Upton 

 

Students enjoy their treat at the Home Reading celebration. 

It’s a Good Time to Join 

                  PTA Sponsors Fun Fridays, Book Fairs, Guest Authors  

T hanks to all who sup-

ported PTA through their 

purchases of pickles and Gordon 

bracelets. Our first "Fun Friday" 

was a success, and we hope to do at 

least one or two 

per month until 

the end of the 

school year. 

Please be watching 

for more "Fun Friday" information 

to come near Valentine's Day.  

Our next Scholastic Book Fair is set 

for Feb. 13-17. Literacy Night will 

be held on Thursday, Feb. 16. Chil-

dren's author, Marc Harshman, will    
 

be our guest. Please plan to attend 

and enjoy story telling with him as 

well as the rest of the literacy activi-

ties and the book fair. 

Please keep collecting those box tops 

and soup labels. We will be collecting 

them from classrooms soon and an-

nouncing class-

room winners. 

Our first check 

from Box Top 

returns was more than $1,000. Keep 

up the great work. 

Thank you for your continued sup-

port of Gordon PTA.  

It is not too late to join.   Envelopes 

are in the school office. Marc Harshmann 

http://www.marcharshman.com/


G 
radeSpeed is a web-based program that enables 

parents to log-in to view grade and attendance 

data for their student(s). GradeSpeed will be the 

only authorized and supported grade book used by Do-

DEA employees in Grades 4-12. 

  All teachers have secure access to GradeSpeed through 

the use of an Internet web browser. Teachers use the 

grade book portion of GradeSpeed to enter assignments, 

grades, and to maintain grade calculations. Teachers are 

also able to email progress reports to parents through 

GradeSpeed. 

  GradeSpeed is just one of DoDEA's continuous im-

provement initiatives designed to ensure highest student 

achievement. When parents have timely information 

about student progress and are involved in the education 

of their student, the entire learning environment is im-

proved. 

     GradeSpeed enhances that all-important connection 

between home and the school.GradeSpeed makes com-

munication between parents and teachers easier, more 

effective and timelier. Since GradeSpeed is web-based, 

the program can be accessed from anywhere. Parents 

who are deployed will be able to stay informed and in-

volved in their child's academic life regardless of loca-

tion. 

  Parents can access GradeSpeed via the Parent Portal. 

Parents must register at: 

http://dodea.gradespeed.net to estab-

lish a personal GradeSpeed access 

account. After their account has 

been established, parents will be 

able to login to view grade and at-

tendance data only for their student. 

They will also be able to view school 

announcements and calendar events. 

There is a note feature available in  

GradeSpeed that parents can use to 

directly contact their student's 

teachers. 

  Parents, remember the following: 

GradeSpeed is not intended to 

replace face-to-face communication 

between parents and teachers in 

meetings and parent conferences. 

A teacher's primary job is to 

teach! While communication with 

parents enhances the educational 

experience, parents must be reason-

able about expectations on the post-

ing of grades and responsiveness. 

Please remember to be patient when 

waiting for an email response. 

While students may have concerns 

about how much information parents 

will have, the truth is children with 

parents who are involved in their 

education have a much greater 

chance to be successful. 

Always keep your email address cur-

rent. 

Ninety Gordon 4th, 5th Graders have GradeSpeed Accounts 

http://www.dodea.edu/back_to_school/gradeSpeed.cfm


E.D.I.T.H. 

Students Practice Exit Drills in the Home at Fire Safety House 

Homework Hint 



 

      Everybody Fiction    Fiction                Non-fiction 

1.  Franklin’s Class Trip                Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules      Baby Mouse 

2.  Eleanor, Ellatony, Ellencake, and Me      Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin  Fever         Baby Mouse: Our Hero                       

3.  Franklin Goes to School                            The Christmas Toy Factory                I Spy Gold Challenger 

4.  A Very Marley Christmas                         Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot vs the          Baby Mouse: Monster   

                                                                        Voodoo Vultures from Venus      Mash  

5.  Polar Express   Red, White, and True Blue Mallory Bone: Rock Jaw 2011 

Top 5 Patriot Picks 

December  
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SCHOOL LIBRARY 

INFORMATION CENTER 

The Evolution of the School Library 

The SLIC: Key to Information 

Access 

The school library has definitely evolved over 

the years, which is reflected in a number of name 

changes.  It has gone from school library to media 

center; from media center to information center; to 

its current title of school library information center. 

This is commonly referred to many of our upper 

grade students as the SLIC.  Throughout its many 

name changes, one aspect that has always remained 

constant in the library is information access.  

However the manner in which information is 

accessed has greatly increased, thanks to the many 

technological advances brought about by the 21st 

century. 

Today’s students must be able to locate and 

use information in a variety of formats. This 

includes being able to find and use books in the 

SLIC, as well as online and in databases.   

The key to learning how to access information 

begins in the school library information center. 

CyberLibrary 

Did you know that your student has access to 

an online encyclopedia and databases at home via 

link on the cyber library?  What are databases? 

Databases are programs that hold large amounts of 

information, usually in the form of short articles 

from magazines, journals, and newspapers. This is 

an excellent resource tool when students are unable 

to locate information in books. Gordon subscribes 

to Encyclopedia Britannica Online, 

KidsInfobits, and CultureGrams.  Username 

and passwords can be obtained through the 

school librarian. 

The Gordon SLIC has been selected as a pilot 

school for the new automation system by 

DODEA.  This new system is user-friendly and 

students will be able to access the online catalog 

anywhere internet is available.   Full 

implementation of the system will occur 

gradually throughout the school year.  To get a 

glimpse of the system go to the Gordon 

homepage and click on the SLIC. 

 

 

Black History Month 
February is the month set 

aside to celebrate and honor 

the contributions of African- 

Americans.  This is a 

wonderful time for students 

to learn about our country’s 

rich heritage and history by 

reading biographies of 

famous leaders and great 

fiction written by African-

American authors. Students 

in PreK-3 will enjoy books 

written by Donald Crews, 

Bill Cosby, and Leo Dillion. 

Students in the upper grades 

would definitely enjoy books 

written by Christopher Paul 

Curtis, Patricia McKissack, 

Mildred D. Taylor, and 

Walter Dean Myers.  These 

are just a few authors, want 

more selections just visit 

your school library 

information center. 

 

 

 

Valentine’s Day 
 Conversational candy, 

chocolate filled boxes, and 

paper hearts are items you 

normally associate with 

Valentine’s.  What better 

way to add a little more 

love than with a book. Here 

are a couple of books I’m 

sure your child will adore. 

PreK-3 

Froggy’s First Kiss 

Love, Ruby Valentine 

Arthur’s First Valentine 

Love, Splat 

Roses are Pink, Your Feet  

   Really Stink 

Grades 3-5 

Somebody Loves You Mr.   

     Hatch 

 Heart to Heart with 

    Mallory 

The Valentine Cat 

Love Stinks 

Mr. Louie is Screwy! 

 

 

 

President’s Day 
President’s Day is the 20th 

of February.  The 

information center has a 

collection of over one 

hundred books on U.S. 

Presidents. Get to know 

some of our lesser known 

leaders like Zachary Taylor, 

Benjamin Harrison and 

Chester A. Arthur. Tour the 

White House and discover 

fascinating facts about our 

nation’s leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Information Center 
is looking for 
volunteers. Interested? 
Contact Ms. Bailey or 
Ms. Elliott at 907-1328 
for more details. 

 




