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Energy Security...what is it really? 
The paradigm of “energy security” is being expanded to include many new factors. It is also being recognized that energy security does not stand by itself, but is an integral piece of the larger relations among nations and how they interact with each other. 

Longer term measures to increase “energy security” seem to focus on several different areas: 

Reducing dependence on any one source of imported energy 

Increasing the number of suppliers 

Making beneficial use of native fossil fuels or renewable energy resources 

Reducing overall demand through energy conservation measures 

Entering into agreements to support international energy trading relationships 

How can we help? 
Energy security may be a misleading term when it applies to individuals doing their jobs in the Air Force. The reason for this is because, individually, we can really only address one of these long term areas of concern - Reducing over-all demand through energy conservation measures. 

Focus on Local Issues 
There are many other things we can do to insure that there is a “sustainable energy” supply at our installations. Some of these range from solid physical and cyber security protections to making sure that mission-critical activities are supported in times of emergency. This includes the evaluation of all options for mission assurance to include mission redundancy, mission relocation/mobility and on-site redundant or backup utility support systems. This includes hardening our electrical/utility supply and distribution systems as well as the management of energy demand during critical events. 
What about renewables? 
Renewable energy sources and technologies will play a big role in the Air Force’s energy future, and help increase the diversity of supply. But, as important as renewable energy is, it is usually very expensive to build and is almost always intermittent in its energy production. This means that renewable energy sources cannot always be relied upon during times of emergency or external threat to serve our mission-critical needs.  A continued focus on energy conservation and individual responsibility will help achieve AF’s sustainability goals. 
Operations Command 
Make Energy a Consideration in All We Do!
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