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/ History of Ballyhoo fishing in the
SPAS

In the first FKNMS management plan, an exemption
to in four Upper Keys SPA’s to allow cast netting (by
permit) for ballyhoo. (SPA’s included were Conch
Reef, Hen and Chickens, Davis Reef, and Alligator
Reef)

Commercial ballyhoo fishermen were also allowed to
drift into SPA’s as they pulled in their nets, but were
not allowed to set the nets in SPA’s.
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Hair Hooking Exemption History

[slamorada Charterboat Association approached the
SAC in early 2000’s with a request to consider allowing
hairhooking for ballyhoo in four different Upper Keys
SPA’s

A ballyhoo working group was formed, and
recommendations were presented to the full SAC in
2003/2004

SAC modified the recommendations and suggested to
the FKNMS superintendant that a trial, permit system
be developed to allow hairhooking for ballyhoo in 3
Upper Keys SPA’s
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SPA Hairhooking Rules

Permitting system put in place beginning 2004
FKNMS permit required to fish in the SPA’s

FKNMS Approves flag must be flown during hair
hooking

No hairhooking after 10:00 am

Annual permits indicating number of fishing events,
location of effort, and any bi-catch

Only allowed in three SPA’s (Conch, Davis, Alligator)
Seasonal only (October 15 to April 15)



2004 to 2011 Activity summary



Current status of the Work Group

Catch and effort data is compiled and reviewed
annually

Email/teleconference polls members to see if there are
any problems that need to be addressed

Annual report to the SAC



