
Mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System – To administer a national 
network of lands and waters for the conservation, management and where 
appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their 
habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future 
generations of Americans. 





NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE IMPROVEMENT 
ACT - 1997 

 

• Fish and Wildlife Services first Organic Act  

  Habitat and wildlife management is the 
 Service’s primary responsibility 

•  Refuges must maintain biological integrity 

• Comprehensive Conservation Plans 

• Six priority public uses – hunting, fishing, 
photography, wildlife and wildlands observation, 
interpretation, and environmental education. 
Compatible with the purpose of the refuge. 

 





 

 



Key West  
National Wildlife Refuge 

• Established 1908 
• 2,019 acres of land designated              
            as wilderness 
• 208,308 acres of water 

 

• “reserved and set aside as a breeding 
ground for birds…” 



 

 
 











 

National Key Deer Refuge 

 

• Established 1957 

• Approximately 8,700 acres of land 

• Approximately 76,000 acres of water 

“Protect and preserve in the national interest, the 
Key deer and other wildlife resources in the  

    Florida Keys…” 





 



 



 
 

• Established 1980 - ~6,700 acres 
• “ …to conserve fish or wildlife [or  plants] which 

are listed as endangered species or threatened 
species…” 

Crocodile Lake  
National Wildlife Refuge 

 





FAVOR  
Friends &  Volunteers of Refuges 

• Education 

 

• Outreach 

 

• Non-Adversarial 
Advocacy 

 

• Fundraising FAVOR’s mission is to support the goals 
and purposes of the Florida Keys NWR’s 

and the National Wildlife Refuge System . 



FAVOR Education & Outreach: 
 Supporting the Refuge System’s “Big 6” 

 

Wildlife Photography, Wildlife/Wildlands Viewing, 
Environmental Education, Interpretation, Fishing 



FAVOR Education & 
Outreach:    

 “THE BIG SIT” 



FAVOR Education & Outreach 

Keys Kids in Nature 



FAVOR education/outreach partnerships in the community 

Florida Keys Wildlife Rescue Sanctuary/Refuge Cleanups 

Invasive Exotic Species Management 



Community 
Education/Outreach  

• FREE  MOVIE Wednesday Nights 
Bring your lawn chairs to the National Wildlife Refuge Trails  

 Be there for the films, and fresh popcorn, and see :  

 Feb 23rd  A Sense of Wonder  

 Mar 9th    Dimming the Sun 

• Walk on Winn-Dixie (1st Friday’s) 

Community-wide gathering with  

free food, drinks, raffle items.   

Great time to meet your neighbors!!  

 



FAVOR volunteers at Croc Lake 
Building nest boxes for endangered Key Largo woodrat 



FAVOR Keyswide  
Education & Outreach 

• One Animal Family 

 

 

 

Keep Wildlife Wild   Protect Your Pets 
• Drive carefully   Spay/Neuter 

• Secure trash    Dogs on leashes 

• Don’t feed wildlife   Keep cats indoors 

• Keep your distance   License & Microchip 

• Plant natives    Never abandon 



FAVOR funded 2010  
Keynote Speaker Pete Dunne 

FAVOR is a major 
supporter of the 
Florida Keys Birding 
& Wildlife Festival 



Community Support 

• “Woodrat Jill” 



 

Crystal River 2010:  
Regional Refuge & Friends Group meeting 



FAVOR provides supplemental funding to the 
Lower Keys Refuges Complex 

• Reddish Egret 
 
 
 

 
• Miami Blue 

 
 
 
 

• Construction/ 
       Maintenance Projects 



Fundraising Projects/Sources 
 

Key Deer Bookstore 

Donations 

Grants 

Full Moon Kayak 



What can the Refuge and FAVOR  
do to support the Sanctuary? (& vice versa) 

Combined Sanctuary/Refuge cleanups 
 
Partner in additional “fun” educational 
projects like the Free Movie Night. 

 
Work together on education/outreach  

•Exotic species message 
•Environmental stewardship message 
•Backcountry island usage 
•Youth Membership 
•Cross posting activity calendars 
•Term Park Ranger 

 
One Animal Family 


