






   NCPC Members

Presidential Appointees

L. Preston Bryant, Jr.
NCPC Chairman

Elizabeth Ann White

John M. Hart, AIA, AICP

Mayoral Appointees

Arrington Dixon

Robert D. Miller 
NCPC Vice Chair

Ex Of  cio Members

Honorable Leon E. Panetta
Secretary of Defense
Represented by Bradley Provancha

Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior
Represented by Peter May

Honorable Dan Tangherlini
Acting Administrator of General Services
Represented by Mina Wright

Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate
Represented by Elyse Greenwald

Honorable Darrell Issa
Chairman, Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform
United States House of Representatives
Represented by Howard A. Denis

Honorable Vincent C. Gray
Mayor, District of Columbia
Represented by Harriet Tregoning

Honorable Phil Mendelson
Chairman, Council of the District of Columbia
Represented by Councilmember Tommy Wells

NCPC excels at bringing together  
all of the diverse interests that help 
shape the nation’s capital.

”

“

Marcel Acosta
Executive Director
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Commemoration

Arrington Dixon
Mayoral Appointee

Washington, DC is home to many of the nation’s iconic monuments and civic settings. NCPC 

reviews proposals for memorials, museums, and other improvements to ensure they  t within the 

city’s urban fabric and commemorative landscape. NCPC’s research and planning continues to 

explore ways to expand and improve opportunities for commemoration.

Courtesy of the Names Project

25th Anniversary of the AIDS Memorial Quilt 
in Washington

Recognizing the 25th anniversary of the original 
display of the AIDS Memorial Quilt, this powerful 
commemorative work returned to the National Mall as 
part of the 2012 Smithsonian Folklife Festival. It is a 
dynamic memorial, sewn by hand, and incorporates 
the many voices of those affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Challenging notions of the types of materials used in 
commemorative displays, the Quilt also expands our 
understanding of how people experience memorials. 
NCPC staff engaged organizers of the Quilt 2012 
display in a video discussion to learn lessons about the 
power of a non-traditional commemorative work.

To fully represent the rich history of our nation in Washington’s 

commemorative landscape, we must consider new 
locations, technologies, and materials.

“

”

Memorial Trends & Practice in Washington, DC

NCPC released a report, developed in consultation with the National 
Park Service and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, to provide guidance 
and general recommendations for how federal agencies might improve 
and clarify the existing planning process under the Commemorative 
Works Act. The report summarizes   ndings from a two-year research 
study, highlights data on memorial subject matter themes and 
locations, and features case studies from capital cities worldwide.
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Engagement
Thought-Provoking Conversations

Local perspectives on federal planning. Ideas for 
(r)Evolutionary Parks. Reimagining midcentury 
development with sustainable, contemporary 
designs. These are just a few of the thought-
provoking topics raised at our quarterly Speaker 
Series and related events throughout the year. 
NCPC partnered with the National Archives, the 
National Building Museum, the Trust for the 
National Mall, George Mason University, and 
the Canadian Embassy to host these sessions. 
Additional public events featured discussions on 
London’s experiences redeveloping transit hubs, 
looked at the latest data on regional housing and 
transportation costs, and explored cutting edge 
approaches to parking management.  

Live and Online

Serving those not able to attend in person, NCPC streamed each monthly Commission meeting and many public 
events live. We hosted live video chats with Councilmember Tommy Wells on city initiatives, talked about inclusive 
urban design with landscape architect Walter Hood, and hosted a discussion on how the AIDS Memorial Quilt 
inspires new forms of commemoration. Every event, both in person and online, engaged the public with real time 
questions and was posted to our website for future on-demand viewing.

Bringing Together Regional Stakeholders

NCPC promotes the successful development of the National Capital Region by coordinating plans and facilitating 
discussions between federal and local agencies. Monthly coordination meetings with District and federal 
agencies ensure that proposed projects in Washington are comprehensively reviewed. NCPC provides a federal 
perspective through its representation in regional planning efforts, including the Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments and the DC Board of Zoning Adjustment. Staff organized information exchanges with Prince 
George’s County, Montgomery County, and the City of Fairfax to more effectively coordinate planning processes.

Providing Expert Testimony

NCPC is called upon by Congress to offer expert testimony on key urban planning issues that affect the National 
Capital Region. In July, Executive Director Marcel Acosta, in tandem with DC Director of Planning Harriet Tregoning, 
presented testimony on Washington’s federal Height of Buildings Act before the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. Mr. Acosta explained how the landmark legislation contributes to the overall character 
of the city by creating a distinctive skyline and protecting views to and from iconic national buildings and locations. 
Earlier in the year, Chairman L. Preston Bryant discussed the agency’s role in the development of new memorials 
in the nation’s capital before a House Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands Oversight 
hearing on the future of the National Mall.

Architect Bing Thom shared his thoughts on midcentury design and 
Southwest Washington as part of the agency’s quarterly Speaker Series.
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Stormwater Study Wins APA Planning Award

The American Planning Association’s Federal Planning Division named 
NCPC’s Federal Triangle Stormwater Drainage Study the winner of its’ 
Outstanding Collaborative Planning Project Award. NCPC worked with more 
than a dozen federal and local partners to study strategies to reduce 
stormwater drainage  ooding risks in this important federal precinct.

Government Communications Association
Honors NCPC’s Efforts

The National Association of Government Communicators’ 2012 Blue 
Pencil & Gold Screen Awards presented NCPC with two  rst place 
awards. The 2011 NCPC Year in Review won this honor in the annual 
report category, while the materials produced for the Speaker Series 
event Meet RIC—Introducing the Homeland Security Regional Innovation 
Cluster won  rst place in the Conference Materials category. 

More than 90 percent of 
NCPC employees walk or take 
public transit daily, helping 
the agency exceed its FY2011 
sustainability goals.

20



Commission Changes

President Obama appointed Beth White to a six-year term as the Commission’s At-Large member. Ms. White, 
director of the Trust for Public Land’s Chicago of  ce, has extensive experience in city planning, housing, and 
transportation. The Commission also welcomed DC Councilmember Tommy Wells, representing DC Council 
Chairman Phil Mendelson.

ASLA Award for Coolidge High School Service Project

The Calvin Coolidge High School Greenhouse Garden and Outdoor 
Classroom Legacy Project was recognized by the American Society of 
Landscape Architects with the organization’s 2012 Community Service 
Presidential Honor Award. The ASLA Potomac Chapter partnered with 
the ACE Mentoring Program of the Greater Washington Metropolitan 
Area, Inc. to undertake the project. Improvements were undertaken in 
conjunction with the 2010 ASLA National Convention held in Washington, 
DC. NCPC and the General Services Administration were two of several 
organizations that supported the initiative. NCPC’s Elizabeth Miller 
served as volunteer chair. 

National Guard Honors Agency

The National Guard presented NCPC with an Employer Support for the 
Guard and Reserve--Above and Beyond Award for NCPC’s continued 
support of Policy and Research Director and Army Lt. Col. Mike Sherman 
during his one-year tour of duty in Iraq. He returned to NCPC in February.

NCPC Achieves FY 2011 Sustainability Goals

NCPC successfully met its agency sustainability goals for FY 2011. The agency reduced its greenhouse 
gas emissions 13.5 percent from FY 2010 (and 14.5 percent from the FY 2008 baseline). More than 90 
percent of agency employees walk, bike, or take public transit between home and work daily. The reduced 
emissions are mostly due to an increase in the percent of employees teleworking and less conference travel.

Tradition of Giving Back Maintained

Once again NCPC staff rose to the challenge of participating in the federal government’s 2012 Combined Federal 
Campaign. NCPC’s total contribution of $16,825 was raised through contributions and an auction of staff-donated 
items. More than 70 percent of the agency participated. 

John M. Hart
Presidential Appointee

Agency staff brings tremendous 
commitment and skill to their work. 
It’s clear that they are invested in making this a better community.

“

”
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Resources
NCPC met its core objectives without increasing expenditures 
for the second consecutive year.

NCPC maintained its plan and project review activities at 
peak ef  ciency, while continuing its work on key initiatives 
aimed at enhancing the nation’s capital. Efforts included 
updates to the Federal Elements of the Comprehensive Plan 
and release of Memorial Trends & Practice in Washington, 
DC, an analysis developed in close coordination with the 
National Park Service and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts.

The agency increased outreach and public engagement 
efforts to extend the reach of effective planning throughout 
the National Capital Region. In an age of increased  nancial 
scrutiny, the agency once again improved its efforts by 
decreasing expenditures by 4.1 percent while meeting both 
its core mission and strategic objectives.

FY12 NCPC BUDGET

Planning Programs 

 

$4,792,230

TOTAL  $8,140,954

Operational Systems

 $1,991,387

Management Systems  
 $1,357,337
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