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Wood Education and Resource Center

Upgrading and Improving the “Managing Your Woodlot” Web Site

The Challenge

Nonindustrial private forest landowners face many challenges
in the long-term management of their property. There is a
tremendous lack of understanding of the requirements
necessary to manage property for sustainability. Land
ownership can be an investment that will provide positive
returns well into the future. Most land contains many
different kinds of trees in a large variety of sizes. Trees
differ in value based on the diameter of the stem and the
amount of stem that is free of knots. Landowners should
have some idea of the monetary value of their woodlots
before engaging in timber sales of any kind. Managing
Your Woodlot is a Web site that gives landowners access to
timber pricing information. However, to be of value, this
Web site needs to be updated with the most current pricing
information related to stumpage and log valuation.

The Solution

With funding provided by the Northeastern Area State and
Private Forestry Wood Education and Resource Center,
the Appalachian Hardwood Center (AHC) and Division
of Forestry and Natural Resources at West Virginia
University undertook the task of upgrading the Managing
Your Woodlot Web site. The site contains up-to-date pricing
and related information about stumpage valuation that will
help landowners decide which trees to manage. To further
assist woodlot owners in evaluating the monetary value of
their trees, the site contains a stumpage worksheet along
with a spreadsheet calculator. If landowners hope to derive
benefits well into the future, proper management of forest
resources is essential.

“Even though the site has only been
officially up and published on the AHC Web
site for 2 months, it is the third result on a
Google search of ‘Stumpage Calculator.””

Jeff Slahor, Research Instructor and
Wood Technologist
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The Appalachian Hardwood Center (AHC) at West

Virginia University is a jointly supported center of the

WVU Extension Service and the WVU Davis College

of Agriculture, Forestry, and Consumer Sciences. The

center was established in 1987 by the West Virginia

Legislature to provide technical and research support

for the state’s growing wood products industry. The

AHC is a center of excellence for outreach; extension

and technology transfer; professional development; and applied research. The AHC
serves sustainable natural resource-based businesses and communities as well as
private forest landowners and natural resource professionals in the Appalachian
forest region.
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The Managing Your Woodlot Web site, accessible from the
AHC Web site pictured above, provides woodlot owners with
up-to-date timber pricing and related information to help
them decide which trees to manage.

Resulting Benefits

» Helps forest landowners estimate the value of their
woodlots

» Allows improved management practices
* Improves wildlife habitat
* Improves the aesthetics of the woodlot

Sharing Success

e An updated Managing Your Woodlot Web site link
is available on the AHC Web site.

e Timber pricing information is also available for
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.
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For more information, contact:
Kathryn P. Maloney, Area Director
11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200
Newtown Square, PA 19073
Phone: 610-557-4103

E-mail: kmaloney@fs.fed.us

Steve Milauskas, WERC Director
301 Hardwood Lane

Princeton, WV 24740

Phone: 304-487-1510

E-mail: smilauskas@fs.fed.us



http://www.ahc.caf.wvu.edu/
http://ahc.caf.wvu.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=12&Itemid=114

