
 

     On May 8th, 2008, the De-
partment of Clinical Investiga-
tion had the honor of conduct-
ing the William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center Annual Re-
search Day.  COL Bruce Adams, 
Chief of DCI, had the honor of 
introducing Guest Speaker COL 
Stephen Twitty. COL Twitty is 
Commander of 4th BCT, 1st 
AD. Speaking on the subject of 
“Combat Casualty Care”, COL 
Twitty stressed the importance 
of Graduate Medical Research 
and its impact on Soldiers 
downrange. 
     Ten podium presentations 
followed. Topics ranged from 
nerve transfer feasibility studies 
to smoking cessation to colon 
cancer. Fifteen posters presen-
tations comprised the afternoon 
session.  
     Acting Commander COL 
Karen Gausman and judges from 
WBAMC, UTEP, Texas Tech, 
and the Alamogordo Primate 
Facility awarded several prizes. 
(right inset) 

    Podium Presentation - First Place 
CPT Sukhyung Lee, MD 

Effect of Metastatic to Examined 
Lymph Nodes Ratio on Colon Cancer 

Survival 
 
Podium Presentation - Second Place 

MAJ Laura Dawson, MD 
Incidence of Shoulder Dislocation in a 

Young Athletic Population 
 

Poster presentation - First Place 
CPT Leah Ochoa, MD 

Radiographic Prevalence of 
Femoroacetabular Impingement in an 
Active Duty Population with Hip Com-

plaints 
 
Poster Presentation - Second Place 

CPT Anne Saladyga, MD 
The Effect of Operation Iraqi Freedom 

(OIF) on Trauma Care at a Military 
Treatment Facility. 

 
Researcher of the Year - Resident 

CPT Leah Ochoa, MD 
Orthopaedics 

 
Researcher of the Year -           

Faculty/Attending 
LTC Christopher Powers, MD 

Department of Medicine 

William Beaumont 2008 Research Day 

WBAMC Earns $220,000 TATRC Grant to Study Combat 
Online Medical Direction 

     Direct medical oversight is 
the real time provision of medi-
cal authority and recommenda-
tions by a physician to the para-
medic in the field by radio, tele-
phone or other device.   This is 
what occurs if a victim is shot 
on the streets of El Paso.  The 
paramedic is able to talk directly 

to a trauma center such as 
WBAMC to receive expert 
trauma guidance.  Unfortu-
nately, this system does not 
regularly occur in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.   
     Under a $220,000 grant 
from the Telemedicine and Ad-
vanced Technology Research 

Center, WBAMC researchers 
will investigate the feasibility and 
outcomes of utilizing real time 
communications from the bat-
tlefield to the trauma center.  
WBAMC is collaborating with 
Ft Gordon’s Battle Command 
Battle Lab, (continued pg.2) 
TATRC and Texas Tech – El 
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Special points of in-
terest: 

• The Department of  Clinical 
Investigation (DCI) oversees 
all research conducted       
at William Beaumont. 

• DCI operates a 2000 sq. ft. 
chemistry/microbiology lab 
located on the 12th floor 
and an 8000 sq. ft. animal 
research lab in Building 
7776.  

• DCI provides partial or 
complete funding to GME 
students to present their 
research at conferences 
around the world. 
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Paso Medical school to conduct 
this study.  This working group 
met this week at DCI to coor-
dinate planning for the upcom-
ing year.  This project promises 
to have immediate benefit on 
our nation’s battlefields in care 
of fallen warriors.                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on   
TATRC go to www.tatrc.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Logistics Division for Raymond 
W. Bliss Army Health Care 
Center. 
     Ms. Sunny Jo Ortega has 
two beautiful children; Emma, 

          Ms. Ortega was born 
and raised in Benson, AZ. She 
served two years on Active 
Duty at Ft. Bliss. She was previ-
ously employed at Fort Hua-
chuca where she worked in the 

4, Brendan, 2,  and one on the 
way.  
     Her husband, SSG Michael 
Ortega is stationed on Ft. Bliss 
at the NCO Academy.   

TATRC (cont. from page 1) 

Meet Ms. Sunny Jo Ortega 

Meet Dr. Paul Cameau 

School of Veterinary Medicine 
and completed his clinic rota-
tions at University of Missouri-
Columbia College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 
     While at Ross University, 
Dr Cameau was appointed to 
the Disciplinary board, which 
reviews complaints of ethics 
violations and the AVMA ac-
creditation committee. 
     Although a life long New 
Yorker, Dr Cameau is a resi-

dent of Miami, Florida where 
he met his wife.  They have 
two beautiful dogs, Gris a re-
tired Greyhound, and Zam 
their beloved boxer. 
     Dr. Cameau is a valuable 
addition to the Department 
and we look forward to his 
expertise on the many upcom-
ing veterinary protocols. 

     Dr Cameau is a first genera-
tion Haitian-American, born 
and raised in Queens, New 
York. 
     He attended the State Uni-
versity of New York at Farm-
ingdale where he received his 
A.A.S and Veterinary Techni-
cian license.  He continued on 
at Stony Brook University of 
New York to attain his Bache-
lors in Sciences in Biology.  He 
attended Ross University 

IRB 

 

The 

Institutional 

Review Board 

Meets  on the 

Second Tuesday 

of Every Month 
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DCI PROMOTIONS 
 

Lauren Witt (Specialist) 
Kyle Perkins (Specialist) 
Lisa Maldonado (GS-7) 

RECENT AWARDS 
 

MS. Lisa Maldonado 
Hospital Employee of the 

Month of June 

Adams, BD. The Law of unintended Consequences: the JCAHO Regulations and 
the Digital Rectal Exam: Annals of EM, Jul 26, 2007 
 
Banerjee, R, Ochoa, L Recurrent Hypertrophic Peroneal Tubecle, A Case Report: 
Foot and Ankle International, J Foot Ankle Surg. 2007 Sep-Oct;46(5):403-8 
 
Broden, C, Acute Renal Failure and Mechanical Ventilation: Reality or Myth? Critical 
Care Nurse (accepted March2008)  
 
Lee, S. Effect of Location and Speed of Diagnosis on Anastomotic Leak Outcomes 
in 3838 Gastric Bypass Cases. Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery. 2007 Jun;11 
(6):708-13. 
 
Narayan, R. Perkins, Berbano, Yuan, Neff, Sawyers, Veo, Vidal-Trecan, Abbott: 
Parathyroidectomy versus Cinacalcet Hydrochloride—Based Medical Therapy in the 
Management of Hyperparathyroidism in ESRD: A Cost Utility Analysis: American 
Journal of Kidney Disease, Vol. 49, No 6 (June), 2007: pp 801-813. 
 
Oliver, T. Novel-Therapy: Insulin, Heparin and Octreotide in the Treatment of Hyper-
triglyceridemia, Dramatic Results. The Endocinologist Journal, March 2008. 
 

Selected Publications by DCI and GME Staff 

Some Current and Upcoming Protocols of Interest 

     We at DCI are very fortunate to have a person of her skills as a member of our Protocol Depart-
ment. 
• Cognitive and Linguistic Profile of Active Duty Service Members with Traumatic Brain Injury 

(TBI) and Chronic Daily Headaches 
 
• The in vitro Antibacterial Effect of a Colloidal Silver Antimicrobial Agent on Multidrug Resistant 

Acinetobacter 
 
• Efficacy of Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Protocol at WBAMC for Clostridium difficile 

Health Care Associated Infection Control 
 
• Effect of Race on Thyroid Cancer Care in the Department of defense Health Care System 
 
• Effectiveness of a Combination of Directed Tissue Mobilization Exercise and Splinting vs. Splinting 

Alone in the Treatment of Lateral Humeral Epicondylitis 
 
• Investigation of Natural Products and Natural Product Extracts for Antimicrobial Activity Against 

Acinetobacter baumanii and Staphylococcus aureus 
 

IACUC 
 

The 

Institutional 

Animal Care 

and Use 

Committee 

Meets on the 

Fourth Tuesday 

of Every Month 
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Dept. of  Clinical Investigation 
William Beaumont Army                    

Medical Center 
5005 North Piedras St. 

El Paso, TX   79920    
 
 

Phone: 915-569-2485 
Fax: 915-569-1500 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The DCI Staff 
 

COL Bruce Adams, MC, Chief 
CPT Todd Furbacher, MS, Asst. Chief 
SFC Gregory Parkinson, NCOIC, DCI 

 
Administrative Service: 

Ms. Jennifer Grant, Research Assistant 
Ms. Corina Segovia, Logistician 
Ms. Sunny Ortega, Admin. Asst. 

 
Biological Research Service: 

Dr. Paul Cameau, DVM 
Attending Vet 

MAJ Todd Collins, DVM, Chief 
SSG Monique Barnes, NCOIC, BRS 

Ms. Lisa Maldonado,                        
Senior Animal Health Tech.  

SPC Lauren Witt,  68T 
Animal Caretakers:  

Mr. Dean Burton & Mr. Jerry Sigholz 
 

Laboratory Service 
Mr. John Enriquez Sr. , Chemist 

Ms. Rebecca Smiley, Microbiologist 

The DCI Mission Statement 
 

Promote enthusiasm and support for research 

Promote Graduate Medical Education  

Recognize exceptional scope of scholarly activities at WBAMC 

Foster collaborative research efforts 
 

DOD 

How to get started with your research... 

 

1. Pre-protocol laboratory 
contact stage 

Potential investigators may 
contact a DCI staff member 
if their research interests 
and/or background experi-
ence involve possible labo-
ratory methodologies. Our 
website lists our capabilities 

2. Developmental labora-
tory methodology stage 

Investigators interested in 
developing a protocol involv-
ing a laboratory procedure 
can contact the DCI chief or 
the Assistant DCI chief. 
Laboratory personnel can 
assist the investigator in 
literature searches for state-
of-the-art methodologies that 
will result in the most accu-
rate and meaningful meas-
urements. Experimental de-
sign and cost effectiveness 
of the project will be dis-
cussed. Suggestions and 
changes are made at this 
stage and usually involve 
several follow-up meetings. 

3. Implementation/data   col-
lection stage 

Timely implementation of the 
protocol and all experimental 
results will be monitored by the 
Assistant DCI chief. The investi-
gators will have access to all 
lab results at any time. The staff 
will work with the investigator 
for aid in interpretation and 
presentation of data. 

 

4. Results/conclusions stage 
Investigators may consult the 
DCI staff for help with prepara-
tion of a journal article or 
poster presentation. Resources 
will be available to send the 
investigator to relevant meet-
ings. 

POC’S for Questions: 
 

COL Bruce Adams, MD, 
FACEP  

Chief, DCI 
569-1208 

 
CPT Todd Furbacher, 

Ph.D. 
Asst. Chief, DCI 

569-1064 
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