
Module 2 
Crime and Victims of Crime 

 



Learning Objectives 

Discuss the prevalence of crime in 
the U.S. 

 Identify two major resources that 
are used as indicators of crime. 

 Identify key issues impacting 
victims of crime and specific 
issues impacting victims of crime 
with disabilities. 
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Violent Crime in the U.S. 

Has violent crime increased or 
decreased over the past year? 

Have hate crimes increased or 
decreased over the past year? 
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Two Major Resources 

 
Uniform Crime Reports – crimes 

reported by law enforcement. 

 

National Crime Victimization 
Survey – reported and unreported 
crime from victim’s perspective. 
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Differences Between  
UCR and NCVS 

  UCR NCVS 

Geographic 
coverage 

National and state 
estimates, local agency 
reports. 

National estimates. 

Collection 
method 

Reports by law 
enforcement to the FBI 
on a monthly basis. 

Survey of 42,093 
households and 77,852 
individuals age 12 or 
older were interviewed. 

Measures 
Index crimes (7 serious 
crimes) reported by 
law enforcement. 

Reported and 
unreported crime; 
details about the 
crimes, victims, and 
offenders. 
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Declining Violent Crime (UCR) 

2-6 



Declining Hate Crime (UCR) 
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There were 8,199 
reported hate crimes 
in the U.S. in 2010. 
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Hate Crime by Bias (UCR) 
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Crime Against People with Disabilities 
(NCVS, 2008-2010) 

 
 

This report is based on 
data collected in the 
National Crime 
Victimization Study.  
 
Data show that young 
and middle-aged people 
with disabilities 
experience higher rates 
of violence than people of 
similar ages who do not 
have disabilities.  
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Results of the Study 
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In Contrast to Crime Victims 
Without Disabilities… 

 People with disabilities experienced nearly 
double the rate of violent  crime. 

 People with disabilities experienced three 
times the rate of rapes or sexual assault. 

 Females experienced double the rate of 
violence; males also experienced higher 
rates.  
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In Contrast to Crime Victims 
Without Disabilities… 

People with developmental 
disabilities are 4 to 10 times more 
likely to be victims of crime. 

More than 50% never seek assistance 
from legal personnel or treatment 
service providers. 
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The Study Also Revealed… 

More than half of violent crimes 
against people with disabilities were 
against those with more than one type 
of disability. 

 Individuals with cognitive disabilities 
had rates of victimization higher than 
rates for people with all other kinds of 
disabilities. 
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In Summary 

Data show that crimes against 
people with disabilities  are 
significantly underreported. 

Why? 
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Why Women With Disabilities 
Are Less Likely To Report 

Lack of job or independent support. 
Lack of shelter, housing, 

transportation. 
Isolation fostered by society’s 

attitude toward segregation. 
Fear of questions about their 

effectiveness as parents. 
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Complications in  
Reporting a Crime 

 Believability 
 Health-related issues 
 Income/employability 
 Finances (credit history) 
 Personal assistance needs 
 Child custody 
 Transportation 
 Legal system difficulties 
 Speech and cognition difficulties 
 Fear of being judged too quickly 
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Video 

End the Silence 
 

Refer to the Video Information Sheet to order this video. 

End the Silence 
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Issues Impacting 
Victims of Crime 

Victimization is stressful;  
if response to a crime  
is not appropriate,  
the impacts on a victim  
can be devastating. 
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Elements of Crime Victimization 

All Crime 
Victims 

Crime Victims 
With 

Disabilities 
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Overlooked Types of Abuse 

 Withholding medication, personal care services, 
medical equipment (walkers, canes). 

 Causing physical pain during routines of daily 
living. 

 Physical restraints. 
 Failing to clean/bathe the person. 
 Controlling the person’s finances without 

authorization. 
 Using personal items or property without 

permission. 
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Avoid Generalizing 

No two individuals are alike. 
No two individuals with disabilities are 

alike. 
No two individuals with the same 

disability are alike. 
Learn from the individual – find out 

what they need and what would be 
most helpful to them! 
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Review of Learning Objectives 

Discuss the prevalence of crime in 
the U.S. 

 Identify two major resources that 
are used as indicators of crime. 

 Identify key issues impacting 
victims of crime and specific 
issues impacting victims of crime 
with disabilities. 
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End of Module 2  
Questions? 
Comments? 
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