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482d Fighter Wing returns from
humanitarian mission in El Salvador
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Photo by Lt. Col. Tom Davis

Maj William S. Riehl, 482d Civil Engineering Squadron, Homestead ARB, Fla., gives atour
ofthe Operation Paralos Ninos base camp to U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador H. Douglas
Barclay and Lt. Gen Randall Mark Schmidt, Commander of 12th Air Force and U.S.
Southern Command Air Force. The 482d Fighter Wing Civil Engineering Squadron was
the lead unit for the humanitarian operation, which saw the construction of two schools
and three medical clinics near San Vicente.
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Staying put, job well done

By Col. Randall G. Falcon,
482d Fighter Wing Commander

Many of our fellow Airmenand civilian
Air Force team members received
disgppointing newsMay13: their baseor unit
was liged on the Department of Defense
2005 BaseRedignmentand Closing
(BRAC) lig. Andwhileit’ sdifficultto
imaginethe srugglesand life changesthese
families now face, wemust dso takea
moment to be thankful. Wewere not on the

lig. Infact, Homestead Air Reserve Baseis

daedto grow!

But, pleasekegp in mind that the 2005
BRAC processisfar from over. The
purpose of the BRAC processisto posture
thenation for themost likely Stretegic
defensefor thefuture, whilemaintaining
good stewardship of taxpayer dollars. Each
military operationwaseva uated usng these
criteria

The BRAC 2005 Commission members
will now vigt affected communitiesto make
surethet the criteriaand evaluations were
fair, accurate and complete. The
Commisson hastheauthority to make
changesto the DoD recommendations
before presenting their versonto President

theCommisson’ srecommendations the
proposd then goesto Congress, where
severd optionsdeterminehow quickly find
recommendations becomelaw. Large-
scdechanges—inlinewiththefina
version of thelaw— will garttobe
implemented early next year.

In the meantime, units scheduled for
deectivation, redignment, or rel ocationwill
surely try to dter the current plan. But they
facean uphill battle. Eighty-five percent of
DoD BRAC recommendationsmedein
the past four rounds were adopted.

Short of amgjor changeto the DoD
plan, HARB isscheduled togainnine ~
16s. sxfromthe419" Fighter Wing, Hill
AFB, Utah; and threefrom the Air
Nationd Guard' s192™ Fighter Wing,
RichmondInternationd Airport Air Guard
Sation, Va Ninenew fighterswill
probably aso meannew full-timeand
reservepositionsfor theunit, making thisan
exciting timeto bea Homestead! And,
much of the credit goesto you!

Thefact that HARB isgaining strength
andincreasnginvaduetothenaionisa
direct result of the dedication, hard work,
and patriotism of each of you. Thank you

Bush for approval. If the president approves  TOr consistently stepping uptotheplate

1st Sgt. selection board this weekend

By Chief Master Sgt. Charles Clunie
482 Fighter Wing Command Chief

If you havewhét it takesto be among the
finest to servein the Air Force Reserve, we

want you...to share your tdentsand
experience asaFirg Sergeant in the 482d
FghterWing.

The 1¢ Sgt. isatimehonored and highly
respected assgnment, richin cusomand

traditions. Those who aspireto becomea 1

Sgt. mugt befair, resourceful and abovedl,
adbleto rdateto the Air Force smost

vauableresource, itspeople.

There are currently two 1 Sgt.
opportunitiesavailablefor anyonewhoisat
leest digiblefor Magter Sgt., andwho
meetsthe basic requirements. A selection
board will be conducted on Saturday, June
4a9:.00am.

Toqudify, thefollowing prerequistes
mustbemet: 1) digibleor currently serving
asaMade Sgt. or above 2) possessa
minimumaptitudescoreof Adminidrative
45 or Genard 58; 3) possessaseven or
nineskill levd and not beinaretraining

evary timeyou' ve been tasked.  Asyour
wingleadership, together withour community
partners, made the case for HARB, your
effortswere pivota to our success. | am
grateful to each of you and | hopeyouwill
dsojoinmeinexpressing our gopreciationto
our friendsand neighborsinthesurrounding
communitieswhoralied support for the base.

But, BRAC isnot dl that’ sgoing on here—
your continuing efforts, andtheprofound
influencethey have on others—continueto be
the high pointsof my days. Inmy shorttime
here’ve cometo redizethat HARB people
don't do their best just when theré san
ingpection, BRAC or somebody evauating—
they operaeat thehighest levedsdl thetime.

| encourage you to read the story about
the482d Civil Engineer Squadron. Many of
their membershavejus returned from El
Sdlvador, wherethey built schools, clinicsand
provided leedershipfor al agpectsof
Operation New Horizons2005. Thishas
aways been an operation spearheaded by the
active duty — until thisyear. Thereservids
from HARB, the 482d CE folks, have broken
ground onmorethanjust new buildings,
they’ ve shown thet they can beanintegra
part of “One Team,” and that they can leed
that team to greater heightd

Congratulationson ajob well doneand
welcome homel

Satus.

Additionally, each applicant must
providethefollowing: 4) Nomination
quedtionnaire; 5) Statement of Assurance;
6) afunctiond resume (per AFH 33-337,
Tongueand Quill); and 7) must achievea
fitness assessment of 75 or higher.

Completed nomination packagesmust be
submittedto Magter Sgt. TinaDavisinbldg
360, room 126, by closeof business, Friday
June 3.

For moreinformation contact Master
Sot. TinaDavis, (305) 224-7359.

PublicAffairsOffice
305-224-7303

Fax: 305-224-7302
DSN: 791-7303

482d FWI/PA

29050 Cora SeaBlvd.

Box 46

Homestead ARB, FL 33039-1299
E-mail: 482FW/PA @Homesteed.af . mil

Commander: Col. Randal G. Falcon

Chief, PublicAffairs Lt. Col. ThomasB. Davis
Chief, Community Relations: Jeke Shaw
NCOIC: Tech. Sgt. Paul Dean

Staff Writer: Senior Airman SandraBueno
Staff Writer: LisaMacias

Admin Assistant: Jasmine Faniel

Editor: Vacant

Flight Lines newspaper is published monthly by the 482d Fighter Wing Office
of Public Affairsfor thecommander. Copiesaremailed, freeof charge, to the homes of
all reservists. Content is news articles and features devel oped for release to commer-
cial media as a part of the Air Force Reserve's continuing public affairs program.
Opinions of contributors are not necessarily those of the Air Force Reserve or the
482d Fighter Wing. This Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of theU.S. Military services. All photos are U.S. Air Force photos unless
otherwise indicated. The flag on the top front page of the Flight lines was designed
by Master Sgt. Raymond Sarracino.
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ESGR appreciation luncheon

scheduled

By Lt. Col. Tom Davis

As members of the Air Force
Reserve, wesacrifice, and our
familiesal so sacrifice, sothat wecan
serveour country. But whenwe
serve our oneweekend amonth and
two weeksayear - or more - our
civilianemployersalsosacrifice.

Our civilian employers losekey
personnel for monthsat atimeand
must findaway tofill acritical void
whilethey hold our jobsuntil wereturn
fromduty. Inthisway, our civilian
employersareal so servingour nation.

So when was the last time you
showedyour civilianemployer how
muchyou appreciatethesupport they
giveyou asmembersof the Air Force
Reserve? If you haven't done so
lately, here’ syouchance; fill out the

nominationformenclosedwiththis
issue of the newspaper andreturnit to
the482d Fighter Wing Public Affairs
Officeby July 1andyou’ll beableto
formally recognizeyour civilian
employer for continued support of the
Air ForceReservemission.

Fax your formto (305) 224-7302,
or call (305) 224-7263for more
information. Don’ t missthisopportu-
nity torecognizeyour employer for
their support!




Page 4 June 2005

News

Flight Lines

Homestead Airmen complete
humanitarian mission in El Salvador

Story and photos by Lt. Col. Tom Davis

Troopsled by the482d Fighter
WingCivil Engineer Squadronand
representing all branchesof thearmed
serviceshaverecently completed
buildingschoolsandclinicsinEl
Sdvador.

Thefour month long Joint Task
Force exercise, called Operation
ParalosNinos(for thechildren), has
seentheconstruction of two schools
andthreeclinicsinandaroundthe
townof SanVicente.

Thishumanitarian project ispart of
Southern Command’ sNew Horizons
wherepersonnel fromall branchesof
themilitary participateinconstruction
projectsinsix countriesthroughout the
Caribbean, Central and South
America

Normally headed by an active duty
engineer unit, thisyear’ seffortinEl

Salvador washeadedby Major William
Reihl, Civil Engineer Squadron,482d
Fighter Wing, stationed at Homestead
AirReserveBase, Florida.

“Thisisthefirst timeareserve unit
hashadtheopportunity toleadthis
exercise, but wewereready” said
Reihl. Hewent onto say that the
servicesand military occupational
specialtiesrepresentedworkedvery
effectively together.

“The482d Fighter Wing CEStook
the lead and set the pace,” said Lt. Gen.
Randall Mark Schmidt Commander, 12
AirForceandU.S. Southern Command
AirForce.

JTF ParaL osNinosemployed 650
reservistsduringthe 120 day operation.
WhileinEl Salvador thereservists, most
compl etingtheir annual tour, workedon
thefiveseparatework sites, completing
theconstructionjobsontime, under

budget andwithout magjorinjury.

Additionally, thankstothe
inspirationof Mg Reihl, al
construction material waspurchased
locallyinEl Salvador. Thisdecision
resultedinexcessof $450,000 being
injectedintothelocal economy.

Inadditionto the construction
project, Mg Reihl alsooversaw
medical treatment and veterinary
servicesfor thelocal El Salvador
community. Theseservicesalone
provided medical treatment for
41,000citizensandveterinary care
for3,211animals.

“Major Bill Reihl, thecivil
engineering squadronfrom
Homestead Air Reserve Baseand
the 32 other organizationsthat came
together tobuildthesethreeclinics
andtwo school sisnothing short of
anabsol utedi plomatic successon

An El Salvador-
ian Security
Forces member
speaks with
Security Forces
members from
the 482d Fighter
Wing, Homestead
ARB, Fla. The
482d Fighter Wing
Civil Engineering
Squadron was the
lead unit for the
humanitarian
operation, which
sawtheconstruc-
tion of two
schools and three
medical clinics
near San Vicente.
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behalf of our country. It’ sabsolutely
superb,” said Gen Schmidit.

Operation ParalosNinosis
considered aresounding successby El
SalvadorianandUSofficialsalike.
Manuel deJesusL opez Reyez,
Vincenteschool principal, laudedthe
effortsof theUSand Salvadorians
sayingthat theirwork ontheVicente
school andclinicwill affectthelivesof
al thechildreninthecommunity for
many years.

“1 can’t say how proud we are of
the482d Fighter Wingand Homestead
Air ReserveBase’ said H. Douglas
Barclay, USAmbassador to El
Salvador. “ They arefulfillingagreat
duty and | amthankful forit.”

Members of the 482d Fighter Wing, Homestead ARB, Fla., salute during the
ribbon cutting ceremonies for Operation Para los Ninos in San Vicente, El
Salvador.

An El Salvadorian military band performs during theribbon cutting ceremonies for Operation Paralos Ninos

in San Vicente, El Salvador.
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Every day is Memorial Day

Honoring fallen heroes is a full-time job

Story and photos by Jake Shaw

Click...click...click...youcan
hear thecrisp, unmistakablesound
of heel stappingtogether
simultaneoudly.

With precision movements,
members of the Homestead Air
Reserve Base Honor Guard unit
marchinunisontotaketheir spotin
thefuneral procession. They are
dressedinpristineAir Forcedress
uniformsand spit-shined shoesyou
canseeyour reflectionin.

For most Americans, May 30is
Memorial Day; aday filledwith
parades and ceremonies; aday
when many Americans pauseto
honor our military veterans. But for
Air Forcehonor guard unitsevery
dayisMemorial Day.

An Air Force bugler stands 50
paces from aflag-draped casket.
Two Airmen stand perfectly still at

oppositeendsof thefallenheroina
display of honor.

Asthefuneral director finishes
readingtheeulogy, thebugler plays
Tapsto signal theend of the duty
day for theresting veteran. The
first note of Tapsisthe cuefor the
two Airmenflanking thecasket to
slowly raisetheir right hand until
they touch thebill of their hats,ina
final salutetotheveteran.

After the bugler playsthe last
noteof Taps, the Airmen beginthe
ceremonial flagfolding. AnAirman
kneelsinfront of the deceased
veteran’ snext of kin, presentsthe
Americanflag, andremarks, “On
behalf of the president of theUnited
Statesand agrateful nation, our
country’sflagispresented asa
token of appreciationfor many
yearsof faithful and honorable
service.”

Staff Sgt. Ryan Ayers, a member
of the482nd Fighter Wing Base
Honor Guard, said“ Theceremony is
enough to draw tearsfrom even the
most strong-willed spectator.”

Likeall Air Force honor guards,
the Homestead ARB Honor Guard
coversalarge area. Itsareaof
responsibility coversnearly all of
South Florida—fromWest Palm
Beachinthenorthto Monroe
County inthesouth. Honor guard
memberswork most weekends, drive
hoursthroughroadragingtrafficand
stand perfectly still without flinching
for hoursduring ceremonies.

“The sacrifices of the honor
guard arenothing comparedtothe
sacrifices made by those we pay
tributeto,” said Staff Sgt. Luis
Pacheco, a 2-year veteran of the
Homestead ARB Honor Guard.
“We get to meet heroes every day,”

Members of the Homestead Air Reserve Base Honor Guard stand with an F-16 Mako from the 93d Fighter Squadron.
From left to right: Staff Sgt. Natasha Jamass, Staff Sgt. Luis Pacheco, Staff Sgt. Ryan Ayers and Technical Sgt.

Francisco Navarro.
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adds Tech. Sgt. Francisco
Navarro, another proud
member of the Honor
Guard.

Inadditionto providing
solemnmilitary funeral
honors, Air Forcehonor
guard unitsrepresent the
Air Forceat community
events. Theeight-member
unitfrom Homestead ARB
marchedin 13 parades,
presented thecolorsduring
thenational anthem 15times
atlargepubliceventsand
honored 172 veteransat
military funeralsin 2004.

“We are sometimes
called ambassadorsinblue,”
said Sergeant Navarro.
“Our areaof responsibility
coversover 5,500 square
miles—from West Palm
Beach to Key West.”

Military funeral services
areatime-honored custom
that predatesthe Air Force.
InJanuary 2000they
became amandated
function. Withthepassing
of theNational Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal
Y ear 2000, themilitary was
requiredto provideat | east
basicfuneral honorsfor all
eligibleveterans. Thelaw
ensuresall eligibleveterans

receiveaproper farewell
fromtheir country.

With the sheer number
of ceremoniesthe
ambassadorsinblue
perform each year, common sense
wouldlead oneto believethehonor
guard membersbecomeimmuneto
theemotionsof afuneral.

Staff Sgt. Natasha Jamass,
another member of theHomestead
ARB Honor Guard, doesn’t feel that
way. “Wedothisevery day, but no

matter how many funeralswe
attend, it’ simpossibleto escape
fromtheemotionsinvolved,” she
said.

That’ s because the military is
onebigfamily, accordingto
Sergeant Ayers.

“When we attend afuneral,
we're saying farewell to one of our

From front to rear, members of the Homestead Air Reserve Base Honor Guard: Capt.
Paul Hubenthal, Staff Sgt. Leo Castellano and Staff Sgt. Ryan Ayers. The Homestead
ARB Honor Guard performs military funeral honors for veterans throughoutthe South
Florida region.

ownfamily memberswitha
professional ceremony,” hesaid.
“Providingafinal tributeand giving
military familiesasenseof closureis
not just ajob—it’san honor.”

For the Homestead Air Reserve
B asehonor guard, Memorial Day is
not aholiday —it’'s every day.
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Carrying the flag for the Air Force Reserve

482nd Fighter Wing takes center stagein one of the world’s largest aerial spectator events

Story and photos by
Senior Airman Sandra M. Bueno

Thefinal note of the national
anthemwas played asfour Makos
assignedtothe93dFighter Squadron
of the482d Fighter Wing screamed
acrossdeep-blueskiesover Ft.
Lauderdale Beachto open Air & Sea
Show 2005, April 30.

Morethanamillion people
attendedtheannual event, sponsored
by McDonalds, whichfeatured
demonstrationsfromtheAir Force,
MarineCorps, Navy, Army, Coast
Guard, andcivilianattractions.

Dreamsof oneday flying an F-16
at 350 mphaboveasun-drenched,
fan-packed beach seemedto be
inspirational tomany people. A
booth staffed by the482d Reserve
Recruiting officestayedbusy from

opento close both daysof the show
asair power dominated the senses.

The new recruits may include
futurereplacementsfor M. Joseph
S.“Corky” Matchette, Mg]. Pete
“Stinky” Smith, Capt. Robert F.
“Rutro” Lytle and Capt. Joseph
A."Sloppy” McGill. They arethe
Makoswho dazzled thecrowdfor
openingceremonies.

482d Fighter Wing Commander
Col. Randall G. Falconjoined
Secretary of Defensefor Reserve
Affairs,theHonorableThomasHall,
andother dignitariesat thereviewing
stand to watch the M akos and other
military unitsperformfor thecrowd.

Col. Falcon was happy that the
482d participatedintheevent, but

vieweditinperspective, “Wewantto
besynonymouswiththeAir & Sea
Show becausewe are proud of our
owncontributiontotheSouth Florida
Community and asareserve
component,” hesaid.

But Homestead ARB isn't all
about air shows, “Weareafully
functional baseprotectingthe South
East region of theU.S. withthe F-15s
fromtheFloridaAir National Guard,
Det.1, 125FW and our own93dFS
unit. Anything that goespast the
Caribbean & South America, weare
involvedwith,” saidCal. Falcon.

(morepicturesnext page)

Jennifer Corregan and daughter Jeanne attend their first Air & Sea Show and stop by the 482d FW Reserve
Recruiter’'s booth for a bag of goodies. During the three day event, Senior Master Sgt. Kim Draper, Master Sgt.
Helenka Sommers and the rest of the reserve recruiters handed out goodies to thousands of spectators.
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A Mako pilot signs an autograph for a
fan.

Air and Sea Show 2005

Photos by Senior Airman Sandra Bueno

F-15s from the 58th Fighter Squadron, Eglin Air Force Bases performed a
flyover at this year’'s show.

Pilots from the 93d Fighter Squadron
and 58th Fighter Squadron hang out on

The F-16 Makos performed the opening flyover both the beach in Ft. Lauderdale.
days during the 2005 Air and Sea Show.

The Air Force Honor Guard and the Thunderbirds posed for photos during media day at Opa Locka on April 28.
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Services News

New lunch options, improved storage spaces

By Jeff Carney,
482d Services Marketing Director

May through July has shown to be
avery productivetimefor Services
withaMothers' Day Buffet, Club
meal changes, and Outdoor Recreation
storagechanges.

TheClub hostedaMothers Day
buffet on8May 2005 from 11amtill
2pm. Morethan 230 peopleattended
andenjoyedamenuthatincluded
PrimeRib, Mahi-Mahi, Salmon, and
Chickenwithadessert bar, salads, and
sidedishes.

“Theturnout was outstanding, and
thesetupwastruly elegant,” said Mr.
JessHolcomb, 482 ServicesChief.

“Y oucouldtell by thelookson
everyone' sfacesandthepositive
complimentswereceivedthat
everyonewho attendedwasreally
pleased. To say thiswasasuccess
would beanunderstatement. Plan
now to attend thenext Holiday Buffet
onThanksgiving.”

The Club has some coming
changesthat will benefit customerson
adaily basisaswell. InJuly, theClub
isexpandingitslunchbuffettobeAll-
Y ou-Can-Eat fromMonday through
Friday and alsothetakeout will no
longer beat anadditional charge.

“We've heard the requests from
our customers, and we' vedonewhat
we can to meet their demands,” said
DeborahLippincott, ServicesBusiness
Speciadlist. “Luckily,weonly hadto
raisethepriceby adollar to both our
membersand non-members, but the
changewill beareal benefit, allowing
peopletoeat afull variety fromthe
menu, and go back asmuch asthey

want. Thisreally enhancesthevalue
of our great buffets.”

Many customers enjoy the freedom
topick uplunchfromtheClubandtake
it back to the office or wherever they
may wishto go. Inthe past, takeout
hadanadditional charge, but that will
changeinJuly aswell.

“We' re constantly striving to meet
theneedsof our customers,” Ms.
Lippincottsaid. “We'reinthe
customer servicebusiness, andthisis
another changewe' remakingin
responseto thefeedback fromour
customers.”

Outdoor Recresation’ sstorage for
recreation vehiclesand boatshasbeen
recently improved. A new key system
wasimplemented, all owing customers
theconvenienceof around-the-clock
admittance. Thecost for thisstorageis
$25for onemonth, $150for seven
months, or for thebest deal, $300for
14 monthsand afreekey.

“Our customers have been asking
for somethinglikethisfor alongtime,”
said Cori Arencibia, Outdoor
Recreation Assistant Director. “With
thisnew key system, the customer has
thefreedom to accesstheir storage
itemsat their convenience. Thatisa
hugebenefitfor them.”

With the new key system,
customerswill now have24 hour
accessbut will berequiredto havethe
special keys. Thosewho get theyear
plan get the specia key for free;
otherwiseit costs$100for thisbenefit.
For thosewho don’t want thekey,
accesswill only beduringbusiness
hours, M onday through Saturday 9till
5, closed Sunday.

CBT debut

Computer basedtesting (CBT) isnow
availableat 482dFighter Wing's
training office. Therearecurrently 35
computer stationsinstalledwitha
database of 964 teststo choosefrom.
StartingwiththeJuneUTA, anyone
wishingtotakeamandatory Career
Development Course(CDC) or
voluntary Professiond Military
Education (PME) must gothrough
their unittrainingmanagers(UTM) to
set up test dates. Walk-in customers
cannot beaccommodated under the
new CBT system. Y our UTM must
firstensurethat your testisavailable
onCBT. If your testisnot available
for CBT,your UTM will order the
paper copy of thetest. Paper copy
testsareadministered on Sundaysof
theprimary UTA at 12:30p.m. CBT
examswill beadministeredat 8:00
am.and 12:30 p.m. onthe Sunday of
primary UTAS, aswell asevery
Wednesday at 8:00a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
For further information contact Mr.
Tony Morenoat (305) 224-7595.

CPR training

The Base Fire Department has
qualifiedinstructorsandthetoolsand
equi pment necessary toprovidequality
CPRtrainingtobaseemployees. The
firedepartment will support your
requestfor CPRtrainingif youfollow
thisguidance: Requestsfor BaseFire
Department personnel toteach CPR
classesmust besubmitted throughthe
firedepartment at least 2 weeksin
advance. CPR classesare also
availableonUTAsif necessary, but
arelimitedtooneclassat 8:00am. on
the Saturday of theprimary UTA. All
CPR classesmust be scheduled
through Deputy FireChief Willie
Johnson, or Assistant Chief Joseph
Myers. CPR classes are taught at the
firestation, building 706. Toschedule
aclass, call (305) 224-7102/7103.
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Profiles of reserve members

The Human Resource Development
Council (HRDC) profiles outstanding
members of the 482d Fighter Wing
as motivational success stories and
to set an example for the Air Force
Reserve community.

My nameisMaster Sgt. Darren L.
Bryant.| amcurrently assignedtothe
482d Civil Engineer SquadronasanAir
ReserveTechnicianand Readiness
TechnicianintheFull Spectrum Threst
ResponseHight.

| joined the Air Forceon June 23,
1980, and served for 5years asan
Inventory Management Specialistanda
Military Traininglngtructor (M TI).

| separated from active duty on
September 6,1985andreturnedto
Miami, Fla.,,wherel gotmarriedand
startedafamily. I’ vebeenmarriedfor
18yearstoawonderful womannamed
Kina whoisasointhemilitary. I'm
asothefather tothreebeautiful
daughters, Dominique, Dionneand
Danidle.

| returnedtothe military in January,
1988, after atwo year break inservice
tojointhe482d Fighter Wingasa
Disagter PreparednessSpecidist. My
tenureinthe482dFighter Winghas
beenchalenginganddemanding;
however, | wouldn’ ttradeinmy career
foranything.

| wasmobilized in support of both
warsinlrag. Insupport of Operation
Iragi freedom, | wasdepl oyedtoJordan,
Qatar, andultimately Kirkuk, Irag. | was
awardedtheAir ForceCommendation
Medeal for my duty andaccomplishments
inSouthwestAsia

| am currently in my twenty-third
year of serviceintheAir Force, and|
intendto serveat least threemoreyears.
My ultimategod istoattaintherank of
Chief Master Sergeant, andpossibly
work attheMaor CommandLevel.

Asl’veadvanced in age, my focus
hasshifted sharply inthedirectionof
god attainment. God attainment has

taken center stageinmy life. After 12
yearsof puttingitoff, I’ vedecidedtogo
back to collegetoearnmy Bachelors
DegreeinBusinessAdminigration,
whichl plantocompleteby December,
2006. My ultimateacademicgoal isto
earnmy MastersDegreein Business
Adminigraion(MBA).

My Air Force career hasgiven me
theopportunity tolearnvaluable
leadership, technica andadminigtrative
skillsthat | probably wouldnothave
received elsewhere. My stintsasan
MTI, Inventory Management Specidig,
andDisaster PreparednessSpecidist
havegivenmetremendousinsighton
how the Air Force operates.

Thelast stage of my career will be
dedicatedtomentoringandpreparing
personnel under my supervisiontoattain
successintheir Air Forceandcivilian
careers. My goal istohelpthem
maximizetheir potentia, both
professondlyandacademicaly.

I will alsousemy |eadership position
toassistmyfellow Airmeninthe
accomplishmentof theirtechnical,
adminigrativeand|eadershipabilities. In
my opiniontheseabilitiesarecrucia if an
individua wantstobesuccessful inthe
Air Forceinthe21% century.

The Air Force has been good to me.
[tisnow my turnto passtheknowledge
andskillsthat | haveattainedtothenext
generationof enlisted Air Forceleaders.

June 2005 Pagell

Master Sgt. Darren Bryant teaches
NBC refresher training.
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Homestead Airmen volunteer for
/th annual Build Blitz

Reservists help build nine homes in nine days

Story and photos by
Senior Master Sgt. Donna Kotsay

| always wanted to volunteer
withHabitat for Humanity but never
hadtheopportunity until recently.
Well that’ snot really an accurate
statement, theopportunity wasthere,
volunteerswereawaysneeded, but
| didn’t know how to get started and
moreimportantly | wantedtodoitas
part of agroup.

A few monthsago while
discussingthissubject withMaster
Sgt.MariaHoulg, first sergeant of
theMai ntenanceOperationsFlight,
we decided to makeit happen. | say
webut honestly Mariadid most of
thework; shealready had contacts
thoughher civilianjobandwitha
few phonecallsand e-mailsshehad
usset to participateinthe 7" Annual
BuildBlitz.

What’ sthe Blitz? During the
courseof ninedays, ninehomeswould
bebuiltwiththehelp of sponsors,
homeownersandvolunteers. Couldit
bedone?

A few months before the Blitz was
scheduledtokick off theHabitat folks
didn’ tthink they would haveenough
volunteers. Onemonth beforethestart
date, they wereworried that they
might havetoo many. | signed up
alongwiththirteenof my Maintenance
Group co-workerstoperformoneor
moredayswork.

We were fed a breakfast of
doughnuts, fruitand bagel sandlunch
was catered. | haveto say that herding
20+ peopleper home, (most of whom
did not possesstherequired carpentry
skills) through constructiontaskswould
havehad mepullinghair.

But the Habitat folkstook it all in
stride. They provided asafety briefing
toall participantsat thebeginning of
thework day and said aprayer to get
usstarted and keep ussafe. Training
wasgivenonthespecifictasksandif
you messed up it wasno big deal; we
had alaughtogether and moved on.

| volunteered to shingleroofs; why
| volunteeredfor that task isanybody’ s
guess. However, that’ swheremore
thanadozen of usended up, al
precariously perched uptherelikeants
on asugar cube.

Amazingly, wedid agoodjob. No
onewasmortally wounded, although|
could barely movefor twenty four
hours after the work was done.

At the end of the day, the roof was
almost complete. Moreimportant, we
really madeadifference; wehel ped
bring real hopetoninefamiliesof low
income, hel ped break thecycleof
poverty andwehadfundoingit.

For moreinformation on Habitat
for Humanity of Greater Miami visit:
http:/Amww.miamihabitat.org/

Left to right: Carlos Paz and Edmond Leger show off their expert roofing skills while Kim Sayer installs drywall.
Other volunteers included Gregg Miller, Maria Houle, Donna Kotsay, Joe Stahl, John Parks, Alan Kean, Jose
Rodriguez, Roberto Rodriguez, Fred Diaz and his son.



