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Homestead recovers
from Wilma
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Wilmarelief
pages 8-9

Photo by Lisa Macias

Officials hostajoint press conference at Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla.toinform local
citizens about preparations for Hurricane Wilma. The Federal Emergency Management
Agency partnered with Homestead Air Reserve Baseto set up arelief staging area. Right
to left: Col. Randy Falcon, commander, 482d Fighter Wing, Mr. Frank Huff, FEMA's site
Deployed news coordinator at Homestead ARB, and Army Col. Joseph Duren, commander of the 50th

pages 10-12 Area Support Group, Florida Army National Guard. Speaking at the podium is the Mayor
of Miami-Dade County, Carlos Alvarez.
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Welcome home, much to be proud of

By Col. Randall G. Falcon,
482nd Fighter Wing Commander

Air Force Reserve photo

Thereturn of our 482nd Fighter
Wingdeployersculminateda
remarkablemonth of hereat
Homestead Air Reserve Base. Our
deployingmembersdepartedin
September for Balad Air Base, Irag.
Eachvolunteeredforan AEFrotation
andweretheredefending our
freedomssupporting Operations
Enduring Freedomand Iragi Freedom.

Our AEF deployersdid us proud.
Whileat Balad, they flew and
supported hundredsof sorties
supporting several differentground
operations. Noneof our Airmenwere
casualtiesof theconflictand none
received seriousaccidental injury.
They accomplishedthisunder austere
deployment conditionsand under
constant threat of attack. A truly
heroiceffort by agroup of dedicated
andprofessional Airmen.

Asour AEF warriorswere
preparingtoreturn, Homestead was
struck by thestrongest hurricanesince
Hurricane Andrew. Our base showed
remarkableresiliency intheaftermath
of HurricaneWilma, respondingtothe
needsof our families, gettingthebase
operational inshortorder, while
respondingtotheneedsour community
aswell.

Homestead Air Reserve Base
becamewell known asahub of

supportfor HurricaneWilma
recovery. FEMA usedbuilding741
(thebig hanger) asastaging sitefor
trucksfull of food, water andice. On
any givenday after thehurricane's
strike, hundredsof truckswereleaving
for pointsof distribution. TheFlorida
National Guarddistributedrelief
supplies,while Community Partnership
for Homelessprovided mealsfor the
American Red Cross.

Andinthemidst of all that,
Homestead Air Reserve Base hosted
thelargest air bridgesinceHurricane
Andrew. Duringathreeday period,
the482nd Fighter Wingunloaded 13
cargoaircrafttotaling 1,025,460
poundsof relief supplies.

Whether supporting awar time
missionoverseasor natural disaster
mission closetohome, themenand
women of the482nd Fighter Wing
comethrough. 1 am proud of you,
your community isproud of youand
your nationisproud of you.

— Promotions —

ToSenior Airman
ChristianRestrepo, 70thAPS
RobertoRodriguez, 482nd COMM
Christopher Lopez, 70thAPS
SharissaSullivan,482ndSV'S

ToStaff Sat.
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Matthew Smith,482ndM XS
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ClaudioLeiss,482ndMDS
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ToTech. Sgt.
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ScottMoniz,482ndAMXS
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ToMaster Sgt.
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Larry Bradley,482ndM SS
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ToTech. Sgt.
IngridEngle, 70thAPS

Karl Furman,482ndAM XS

ToMaster Sat.
Michagl Montano, 482ndAM XS
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MaureenMurray, 482nd M OF
KadoRobinson, 482ndM XS
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Self-Aid & Buddy Care training

By Master Sgt. Paul Steszewski, 482 MDS mjx bodly fluids.

All unit membersarerequiredto
haveSelf-Aidand Buddy Care
training. Thistraining prepares
today’ sreserviststo act asfirst
respondersincrisissituations. With
domesticor overseasdeployments
terroristscan act anywhere at
anytime,

Intimesof crisis, training
automatically kicksin. What would
youdoinamasscasualty situation?
Howwouldyouhandlethe
wounded?What wouldyoudofirst?
How many livescouldyou save?

Y ou would not enter an area
unlessitissafe. Wedo not need to
add another casualty tothelist.

If you can call for help do so.

If you have protection, such as
glovesor aprotectivemask wear
them. If youhandlebody fluids
without protection, washyour hands
assoon aspossible. Be careful what
you breath; if thereispoisonousgas
or heavy smokeintheair, stay down
wind.

If you arewounded yourself while
treating abuddy becareful notto

Ask if anyone can walk, they may
beableto helpyou. Otherscangofor
helpandassistyouinfirstaidor
comfortafriend.

When approaching awounded
individual rememberyourA,B,C's.
Airway, Breathing, Circulation.

Theairway ismost important. If you
have achoiceto treat someone
bleeding or breathing, breathingis
moreimportant. Butif anindividual is
losingtoo muchbloodat once, stopthe
bleedingfirst. It’ salwaysatoughcall.

Wearenaturally drawn to cries of
painbut if someoneiscryingitmeans
they arebreathing. Look out for the
quiet ones because they may not be
bresthing.

Y oulearnyour skillsfromyour
SABCunitinstructor. Eachunit hasan
instructor andtrainingismandatory.
Eachunitcommanderisresponsible
forthetraining.

Thereisanew first aid kit being
issuedtotroopsarrivingoversess.
New itemswere added and new
techniquesdevel oped: Ceral yte
(water treatment,) CAT tourniquet,

Israeli Bandage, QuickClotandthe
Nasopharyngeal Airway. Trainingkits
need to beordered for all units. E-
mailshavegoneout withinstructions,
and everyoneisrequiredtoreceive
training onthenew equipment prior to
deployment. Anyoneopeningthesea
tooneof theissued itemshas
damagedtheitemandtheindividua’s
unitwill-be-billed. Eachitemisover
$60.

SABC unitinstructorsneed to be
trainedandinturntraintheir people. A
classtotraintrainersontheequipment
andtrainthoseinterestedinbecoming
SABCtrainersisplannedfor the
Sunday of the January UTA, at the
medical squadron.

Y our SABC Wing Advisorsare
Mgj. BethWiles, Master Sgt. Paul
Steszewski and Senior Airman
Christopher Kauf man of the482nd
Medical Squadron. If you haveany
questionscal (305) 224-7611during
theUnit Training Assembly or during
themonth contact Master Sgt. Mike
Roseat (305) 224-7619.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign kicks off

The 2005 to 2006 Combined Federal Campaign has begun and is scheduled
to run through Dec. 15. The CFC was established in 1961 and isthe largest
workplace charity campaign in the country. Thisannual fall fundraising drive alows
nearly 4 million federal employees and servicemembersto contribute to thousands
of local and national nonprofit organizations.

Last year, federal employees and servicemembers donated a record-setting
$257 million to the campaign. Contributions can be by cash, check or payroll
deduction. On average, onein four federal employees or their dependents will
benefit from campaign charities this year, CFC officials said. Donors may designate
which charity, or charities, receive their money by filling out a pledge card. For
more information, contact your unit campaign officer.
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Vehicle maintenance — it's not just changing oil and spark plugs

Story and photos by Stephanie Johns,
419 FW/PA
Special to the Flight Lines

From forkliftstobulldozers, there's
nojobtoolargeortoosmall for the
482d L ogisticsReadinessSquadron’ s
vehiclemaintenancecrew. Thefive-
member unit keepsthe 195 vehiclesat
Homestead Air Reserve Base, up and
running.

“ Americamoves on wheelsand we
keepthosewheelsturning,” saidWillie
Aviles, 482nd Fighter Wingvehicle

maintenancetechnician. “Every one
fromthecommander tothefire
department couldn’ tdotheirjobif we
didn’tdoours.”

AccordingtoMr. Aviles, there's
morethan 150yearsof vehicle
mai ntenanceexperiencebetweenthe
fivemechanicsat Homestead ARB.
K eeping upwithgeneral maintenance
onthebase’ snearly 200 vehiclescan
beachallengefor thecrew. Utilizing
technical orders, computersandfirst-
hand knowledgekeepstheworkloadin

check.

Regular tune-upsand oil changes
makeamechanic' sjobeasier. It
hel psto prevent moreseriousengine
problemswhichcanoccurif avehicle
isneglected.

“We perform scheduled
mai ntenanceon about 60 vehiclesa
month,” ssidMikeDenn, 482d FW
transportationproductioncontroller.
“My jobistomakesurethevehicles
getinfor thesetune-ups, which helps
extendthelifeof thevehicle.”

Tom Thorpe, 482nd Fighter Wing maintenance technician, checks the oil on an Air Force Ford F-150. The Ford is
used as a mobile maintenance vehicle for Homestead ARB.
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Basic vehicle
maintenance

The mechanics from the 482nd
Fighter Wing suggest drivers

Willie Aviles, 482d

vehicle maintenance mechanic, climbs
aboard an Air Force K-loader, one of many vehicles he and four

follow the checklist below as part

of their routine maintenance. This

checklist should be accomplished
every 3,000 milesto extend the

lifeof their vehicles:

Oil and filter change
Tire check (rotate, balance
or change if needed)
Safety and emissions check
Spark plug check (changeif
necessary)
Battery check
Brake check (replace if
necessary)
Check enginefluids
Check air conditioning system
Check body of vehiclefor rust
or other damage
Check windshield for cracks
and chips

other mechanics are responsible for maintaining in good condi-

tion

“ America moveson
wheelsand we keep
thosewhedls
turning.”

WillieAviles, 482 LRS
vehicle maintenance
technician

Routine maintenancenot only extends
thelifeof thevehiclebut also savesthe
government money. Thebase's
vehicleyear modelsrangefrom 1980—
2004 with atotal cost valueof $3.8
million. Theproductioncontroller
trackseach vehiclesodometer by
computer. Vehicleswithexcessive
milesareswapped withtheoneswhich
havefewer miles.

“The cops put more mileage on their
vehiclesthanany other unit,” said Mr.
Aviles. “When acar reaches 75,000
miles, wetradeit with onebase supply
uses, whichusually haslessmileage.”

In some situations, maintenance has
to decidewhether or notit’ scost
effectivetorepair avehicleor replaceit

withanew one. Air Forcevehicles,
whicharenolongerreliable, are
turnedintosalvage.

Getting new vehicledependson Air
Forcefunding. “Last year wedidn't
getany replacements,” Mr. Aviles
said. “Thisyear wegot two.”

It snot alwaysworth repairing on
somevehicles. “ Sometimesit’ smore
cost effectivetospend $10,000ona
new car than to put $3,000into acar
withover 100,000milesonthe
odometer,” hesaid.

When asked if heliked hisline of
work andtheresponsibility it came
with, Mr. Avilessaid heenjoyed
workingwithhiscrew andlovedthe
challengeseachday brought. “If it
wasany better, it’d be Christmas,” he
sad.
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Flightline driving, as always safety first

Tips for correct driving procedures on and around the runways

By Senior Airman Scott Matthews
Special to the Flight Lines

Hey, you slow down! Especially
ontheflightline,

Proper driving proceduresare
very important whenyouareout on
theflightlinearea. “ Aircraft always
havetheright of way, speed will get
youintrouble, andif you’ renot sure
of something, call ground control,”
said Mr. JoeFielder, Chief of Base
Operations, 482d OperationsGroup
here. They needtoknow you're
there.”

For Mr. Fielder safety ishisnumber
oneconcern.“Communication
betweendriversandgroundcontrol is
very importantinavoidingaccidents,”
hesaid. “1t may not cause the person
inthevehicletoget hurt, but it may
cause someoneelseto.”

Likemost things Air Force,
there’ saproper way for thedrivers
tocommunicatewithground control.
Proper languageisimportant out
there, hesaid, but if someonecan’t
remember thecorrect terminology

Photo by Senior Airman Scott Matthews

Every sign must be obeyed around the runway to ensure proper safety.

they shouldtalk normally tothetower
and say what they need. “Don’t get
tongue-tied, justtell themwhat your
intentionsare,” Mr. Fielder said.
Flightlinevehicleshave stickersto
help driversusethecorrect terms.

Photo by Senior Airman Scott Matthews

Rocks and other debris must be removed from vehicles before driving on

the runways and flightline area.

Additionally, driversshouldknow
wherethey are, performforeign
object debris(FOD) checks, and
listentothetower chatter, said Mr.
Fielder.

Thespeedlimitwhiledrivingon
theflightlineor runway is20miles
per hour, fivemilesper hour when
you arenear theairplanes. Speed
rulesare set by the Air Force, and
thebasecommander hastheoption
tolowerit.

Orientationfor flightlinedriving
consistsof twoday and onenight
sessiondrivingaroundtheplanes.
Driversmust passatest to obtaina
flightlinelicense. Driversalsohaveto
pass a color test because the tower
will sometimesshineavariety of
coloredlightstowarnof differing
Stuations.

“It’ svery important to follow the
procedures,” saidMr. Ed Gannon,
tower watch supervisor, 482d
OperationsGrouphere.“1f not, it
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Photo by Senior Airman Scott Matthews

Joe Fielder, Chief of Base Operations, talks to the control tower just before an F-16 Mako takes off.

couldinterferewiththeaircraft.”

Mr. Fielder explained that FOD
walksareimportant. “A rock thesize
of aquarter canreally messup an
airplane. Whengoingontheflightline
withavehicleitisimportanttowak
aroundthevehicleand makesure
therearenorocksor other thingson
thetiresthat caninterferewith the
aircraft,” hesaid.

Alsowhilearoundtheares, itis
important to beobservant of your
surroundingsinor out of your car to
make surethereisno debrisaround.

Mr. Fielder said if you keep doing
thesethingsover timeitall becomes
habit.“Likeanythingel se, practicewill
makeyou better,” hesaid.

So remember, be careful, practice
common sense— andslow down!

Say What?

Clearing up common communication conundrums

What is said What it means

Acknowledge Y oureceived and understand thismessage
Affirmetive Yes

Hold Stay whereyouare

Immediately Rightnow

Negative No, or that isnot correct

Read back Repeat my messagetome

Roger | havereceivedyour last message

Stand by Waitamoment, | will call youback

Wilco Receivedyour messageandwill comply
Expedite Quickly
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Homestead Air Reserve Base
cleans up, sends relief

By Jake Shaw

10/26/2005 - HOMESTEAD AIR
RESERVE BASE, Fla. (AFPN) —

Just hours after Hurricane Wilma
hitthisbase, the482nd Fighter Wing
had the baseairfield open and ready to
helpwithrelief efforts.

Thewingisworking with the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, theFloridaArmy National
Guardandlocal officialsheretosend
relief suppliestosouth Floridaresi-
dents.

The base lost alot of trees and has
scattered debris. But thewing was
operational right away, evenwithout
electricity throughout most of thebase,

said Col. Randy Falcon, thewing
commander.

“The basetook ahard hit from
Wilma, butwe' refully operational,”
thecolond said.“ The482nd Fighter
Wingiscleaningupand sendingrelief
tothesurroundingcommunities.”
“Wereceived moderatewind damage
andisolated water damage, withfour
facilitieshavingmajor roof damage
and sevenfacilitiessufferingminor
roof damage,” thecolonel said.

Sofar, helicoptersareflying
missionsinand out of Homestead to
survey thedamagesto the north and
south of thebase. And they have aso
flownmedical suppliestoareasinthe

FloridaK eys, thecolonel said.

The base was ready for Wilma.
AccordingtoFEMA officials, tractor
trailersbegan pre-positioningsupplies
at thebase Oct. 20, in preparation for
Wilma. Thesuppliesincludeice,
water, military mealsandtarps. More
than 200 tractor trailerswereready to
goOct. 23, just hoursbeforeWilma
madelandfall onthesouthwestern
coast of Florida

Lessthan 24 hours after the
hurricanepassed, relief trucksdrove
toareasacrosssouth Florida. They
went topointsof distribution, where
theArmy National Guard passedit
out to peopleinneed.

Photo by Lisa Macias

FEMA trucks began arriving at the Homestead Air Reserve Base Oct. 20 to pre-position water, MREs, ice and tarps
for the post-hurricane relief effort. The trucks have delivered supplies from Key West to northern Miami-Dade

County.
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According to FEMA, 104 trucks of
suppliesleft Oct. 25, anddeliveries
continuedaily.

Many of thedistribution pointsare
co-locatedwith American Red Cross
centersthat providehot mealsto
citizens, many of whom had not seena
hot meal in48 hoursor more.

FEMA has used Homestead as a
relief staging areaconsistently for the
past two years. Each timeahurricane
threatenssouth Florida, FEMA pre-
positionssupplieshere.

Homestead isagreat location for
FEMA'’ srelief operations*” becausewe
haveanairfield, aswell asthefacilities
and supportinfrastructurenecessary to
runasuccessful operation,” Colonel
Faconsaid.

“From Homestead, we can trans-
port suppliesinmultipledirections. And
if land transportationisunavailablewe
cansupportheavy airlifthelicopters
andfixedwingaircraft,” hesaid.

Relief agencieswill usetheairfield
toreceiverelief suppliesby air, if
necessary. But for now, most supplies
arebeing shipped by tractor trailers—
whichreguirealot of fuel.

Infact, it hastaken 14,000 gallons
of diesel and morethan 3,000gallons
of unleaded gasoline— over afive-day
period from Oct. 20to Oct. 25— to
keeptheoperationgoing, said Don
McNeal, thewing’ sfuelssuperinten-
dent.

“We'reslowly gettingtoalevel
that’ smanageable, wherewecan
handlethedemand,” Mr. McNeal said.

Besides servicing more than 200
tractor trailersday and night, fuels
specialistsareconstantly refueling
cargoaircraft and helicopters, andthey
also serviced 25 generatorsheretwice
aday whilethe power wasout.

The coordination between all the
agenciesherehasbeenheroic, Colonel
Falconsaid. FromtheMiami-Dade
County mayor’ soffice, tothestateand
federa agencies,includingthemilitary
units, “thishasbeen ateam effort.”

Photo by Lisa Macias
Above: At Homestead Air Reserve Base, four buildings
sustained major roof damage while seven others sus-
tained minor roof damage. In addition, many trees were
down and debris was scattered over most of the base.

Photo by Lisa Macias

An Army National Guard UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter takes off from
Homestead ARB on Oct. 26. The helicopter delivered relief supplies to
hurricane victims in Key West.
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Paz brothers serve together in Irag

By Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
332nd AEW Public Affairs

Joiningthemilitary may mean
taking assignmentsthat distance
servicemembersfromtheir families
but that isnot anissuefor the Paz
brothers, Senior Master Sgt. Nestor
Paz, 332nd Expeditionary Maintenance
Group, and hisyounger brother Tech.
Sgt. CarlosPaz, 332nd Expeditionary
M aintenance Squadron, whoare
stationed at Homestead Air Reserve
Base, Fla., and havedeployedtoBalad
AirBase, Iragtogether.

“My brother had active-duty time
beforehejoinedthe Reserves,” said
Tech. Sgt. Paz, F-16 avionics
integrated systemstechnician.“He
had many goodthingsto say about his
experiencesol decidedtolookintoit
myself thendecidedtojoin. Asfar asl
know wearethefirstinour family to
serve, but | hopethat we have started
somethingthat will continuewithour
children.”

The Paz brothershave served
their entire Reserve career together.
Andwhentheopportunity todeploy
together cameup both brothersseized
the chance.

“lampersonally honoredtohave
been giventhisopportunity tocome
hereand servemy country,” said
Senior Master Sgt. Paz, quality
assurancesuperintendent. “I know my
brother feel sthesameand having him
withmemakesit morespecial. It
bringsasenseof prideto us, and
especialy our family. Whenever |
speak tomy wife, shealwaystellsme
how proud sheisof our being here
doing what we do, and that she
supportsus100 percent. That kind of
support back homemakesit very easy
for usto do what we do.”

Tech. Sgt. Pazsaid, “ Our families
livewithinminutesof each other and

normally wewouldrather not begone
at the sametime so we could ook
after oneanother’ sfamilies; however,
neither one of wantedto missthe
opportunity tocontributetothis
deployment.”

Senior Master Sgt. Paz arrived in
Balad afew daysbefore hisbrother
asamember of the Homestead ARB
advanceparty.

“Asamember of the Advon
team, my mainresponsibilitieswereto
ensurethat certain programsand
processeswereup and running prior
tothearrival of themainbody,”
Senior Master Sgt. Paz said. “I hadto
gothroughlocal operating procedures
sol couldbrief our folksupontheir
arriva.”

Because Senior Master Sgt. Paz
arrived early hewasableto meet his
brother as Tech. Sgt. Paz wasin
processing.

“We wererea glad to see each
other,” Senior Master Sgt. Paz
said. “However, our attention
eventually shiftedto our familiesback
home. Bothof our wivesstill hadto
deal withroof repairsandinsurance
adjustersthankstohurricane
Katrina.”

Even though the brothers are
servingat thesameinstallation,
reconnecting with oneanother after

Tech. Sgt. Paz’ sin processing has
beenchalenging.

“We ve managed to see each
other afew timessincewegot here,
butittook alot of effort,” Senior
Master Sgt. Paz said. “Weareon
different shiftsand havepretty
demandingworkloads. We veplayed
alot of phonetag and kept missing
each other whenever we went to each
other’ sshoptomeet. Sometimeswe
would just see each other inthe chow
hal.”

Tech. Sgt. Paz said, “ Our time
together hasbeenlimited, however it
has been great to be ableto have him
here and to share our experience here
and keep upwithfamily eventsback
home’

Even though they haven’t seen
much of each other, both have been
abletobenefitfromit.

“My brother provides agreat
sourceof experienceand knowledge
toour unitsoit’sgoodtohavehim
here,” Tech. Sgt. Paz said. “It
was comforting tohaveafamily
member aroundtotalk toand spend
sometimewith.”

Senior Master Sgt. Paz said, “|
think wedraw strength from each
other beingtogether likethis. Having
my brother here makesmefeel less
isolatedfromfamily.”

Senior Master Sgt.
Nestor Paz and his
younger brother,
Tech.Sgt. Carlos Paz
are serving together
at Balad Air Base,
Iraqg.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
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Reservists clean house,
Increase F-16 capability

By Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore
332nd AEW Public Affairs

10/24/2005 - BALAD AIR BASE,
Iraq — Desireandmotivationdrove
14 Reserve Airmentoturnabarely
functional back shopintooneof two
fully functional avionicintermediate
shopshere.

The revamped work center
allowedthestaff todoubletheim-
provedavionicintermediaterepair
capabilities. Thereservistsdeployed
herefrom Homestead Air Reserve
Base, Fla.

“When wefirst

To overhaul the shop, thereservists
cleaned and painted thefloors, walls,
doorsandceiling of theshop. They
removedolditems—fromoldtoilets
toanair purifier —that cluttered the
area. It wasaself-help project and the
teamonly sought outsidehelpfromthe
332ndExpeditionary Civil Engineering
Squadrontofixthelighting.

To add thefinishing touchesthe
team hand-built shel vesfrom salvaged
wood and painted amural wasonthe
officedoor.

Squadron commander Mgj. David

Nicholsonsaidtheunitcannow fully
testlinereplacement units. Thenthey
canreturnthemtothesupply system
tofill missioncritical needsfor broken
aircraftinhalf thetime, hesaid.

“We have been ableto double the
avionicsrepair capability for theF-16
operationsbeingpreformed,” the
major said.

Theteam provides another tool to
accomplishthemissionhere.

“If the other work center goes
down now, wecan continueto support
theoperations,” Sergeant Hill said.

arrived, thealternateshop
wasdirty, dark andit
smelledbad,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Huey Hill,
332ndExpeditionary
Aircraft Maintenance
Squadronavionicsteam
chief.“ Thisplacewasa
dungeon. Thewallswere
black. Itwassofilthy it
took threedaysto pres-
surewash them clean.”
The |AIS staff tests,
aligns, troubleshootsand
repairsmissioncritical F-
16aircraftlinereplace-
mentunits. Thatincludes
any avionicpartsthat
come off theaircraft.
“Theshopwassoill-

equippedthat totest any
equipment herewehadto
useflashlights,” Sergeant

Photo by Staff Sgt. Tammie Moore

(Left to right) Tech. Sgt. Gerardo Diaz, Senior Master Sgt. Huey Hill and Master Sgt.
Ralph Cole run a computer confidence check on an improved avionics intermediate

Hill said.“Thissituationwas system beforetesting an F-16 Fighting Falcon part. Technicians performthe check each

unacceptable. Soour team
spent 10daysturningthis
officearound.”

time they test a part. The sergeants are all with the 332nd Expeditionary Maintenance
Squadron.
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Makos in sky help warriors on ground

By Tech. Sgt. Paul Dean
407th Air Expeditionary Group
Public Affairs

10/19/2005 - ALI BASE, Irag —
Thesky above Balad Air

Base was thick with dust and sand
when four F-16 Fighting Falcon pilots
compl eted another missioninsupport
of Operationlragi Freedom. They
were headed to their deployed homeat
Balad Oct. 17 when they were eventu-
alydivertedhere.

Their mission started early
that morning, butitwaswell past
lunch whenthey traveledina holding
pattern aboveadusty Balad.

Thefour F-16 pilots, from the
332nd Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron, hadaeria
refueled andwerewaitingfor the

sandstormto pass. But weather
forecastersdetermined thestorm
wouldn'’ tbreak until muchlaterinthe
evening, sotheplaneswerediverted
here.

It was just another instance that
provesthere’ sno suchthingasa
routineday whenyou' reanF-16 pilot
supportinggroundforcesinirag, said
Mgj. Darren Censullo, aReserve
pilot deployed withthe482nd Fighter
Wingfrom Homestead Air Reserve
Base, Fla. It wasjust another long day
inasmall cockpit.

Major Censullo and hisfellow
pilots weredivertedtoadeployedair
basesimilartoBaladwhere Airmen
and Soldiersserveaongsideeach
other. Itwasanother opportunity for

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Paul Dean

After spending the night at Ali Base, Iraq, because of a weather diversion
Lt. Col.Jose Monteagudo, F-16 pilot, does a pre-flight walk around. Lt. Col.
Monteagudo is assigned to the 332nd Expeditionary Fighter Squadron,
Balad Air Base, Iraqg, and is an Air Force Reservist deployed from the 482d
Fighter Wing, Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla. The F-16s from Homestead
Air Reserve Base have been supporting coalition ground forces during

Operation Iraqi Freedom.

themto seetheground customers
they serve fromtheair.

“1 eat dinner with some of these
guys. Wehave Army guysall over
(Balad Air Base) so | get to know
someof them and talk to them about
theirjobs,” saidLt. Col. Jose
M onteagudo, commander of the
diverted combat air mission.

But unlikerelaxed conversation at
the dinnertable, Colonel Monteagudo
alsoknowsthe tensechatter whileon
thejob.

“There sno simulator that can
teachyouthefeelingyou get when
you hear theguy onthegroundyell
intotheradio, ‘Weneed helpnow!
Takecareof it.””

Colonel Monteagudo said helping
thegroundforcesisthemost gratify-
ing part of what’ sbeen anexciting
deployment.

“Every day something’ s happen-
ing. Every day we' reup hereprovid-
ing cover for (groundforces). | really
respect thejobthey’ redoingdown
thereand | am glad we can help
anyway wecan,” thecolonel said.

Seeing ground combat from his
vantagepointintheairisanexperi-
enceColonel Monteagudosaidhe' |
never forget. F-16 pilotsspend alot of
timesupportinggroundoperations,
includingwatchingareaswhere
insurgentshaveattemptedtoambush
coalitionforces.

By sunrise on Oct. 18, remnants of
thesandstormhadarrived at Ali Base,
but it was safe enough to depart for
another day of supporting coalition
groundforces.



