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Legal Assistance Available From Office of the General Counsel 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 
This Instruction: 
 
 A Specifies the types of legal assistance available  
from the Office of the General Counsel (OGC) to offices and employees  
of the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), Packers and Stockyards  
Administration (P&SA), Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS),  
Office of Transportation (OT), and Agricultural Cooperative Service (ACS). 
 
 B Provides a list of the names and addresses of  
Attorneys in Charge of OGC offices (Exhibit A). 
 
II. LEGAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY OGC 
 
 A Program Matters. 
 
  1 General.  The responsibilities of  
OGC include the preparation and review of administrative rules and  
regulations applicable to the public, and the handling of claims by  
and against the United States arising from the Department's activities.  
Divisions and Offices shall use the services of OGC when any legal problems 
relating to the administration of Agency programs occur.  Route requests in 
accordance with established Agency procedures. 
 
  2 Requests for Formal Opinions.  Officials  
shall prepare requests for formal opinions from OGC as follows. 
 
   a AMS, P&SA, OT, and ACS offices  
shall prepare requests for the signature of either: 
 
    (1) The Administrator or responsible  
Deputy Administrator (the Director or Deputy Director in OT); or 
 
    (2) The Director (Chief in OT) of the  
originating Division or Staff (cleared through the appropriate Office of the  
Administrator (office of Director in OT), to achieve policy coordination). 
 
   b FGIS offices shall prepare requests for the  
signature of the Administrator, Deputy Administrator for Program Operations,  
or Division Director, as applicable. 
 
 B Assistance to Employees. 
 
  1 The OGC will advise and assist employees, through  
regular supervisory channels, who: 
 
   a Become involved in claims or civil or criminal  
court actions resulting from activities undertaken within the scope of their  
employment, and will serve as official liaison between the employee  
and the Department of Justice. 
 
   b Need protection from physical violence while  
performing official duties. 



 
   c Develop an invention, during the course of their  
work, which may be patentable under the patent laws of the United States. 
 
  2 An employee involved in circumstances stated in  
paragraph B 19 above, shall follow procedures outlined in applicable  
AMS/FGIS Instructions. (For assistance contact: Fiscal Operations and 
Systems Branch, Financial Management Division, for situations involving 
claims; Assistant to the Director, Administrative Services Division, for  
patents; or Employee Relations and Services Branch, Personnel 
Division, for situations involving accidents, etc.) 
 
 C Listing of OGC Offices.  See Exhibit A, attached,  
for names and addresses of Attorneys in Charge of OGC offices. 
 
/s/  Irving W. Thomas 
Deputy Administrator, Management 
 
Attachment 
 
Attorneys in Charge 
office of the General Counsel 
U.S. Department Agriculture 
 
ARKANSAS 
 
Patrick C, Murphy, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
3201 Federal Bldg. 
700 W. Capital St. 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
FTS: 740-5246 
Commercial: (501) 378-5246 
 
CALIFORNIA 
 
Wilbur W. Jennings, Regional Atty.  
Office of the General Counsel, USDA  
#2 Embarcadaro Center, Suite 860  
San FrancIsco, CA 94111 
FTS: 556-4532 
Commercial: (415) 556-4532 
 
COLORADO 
Jack E. Hanthorn, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
1444 Wazee St., Suite 230 
Denver, CO 80202 
FTS: 327-4031 
Commercial: (303) 837-4031 
 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 
Program Matters of AMS, FGIS, OT, & AMS 
 
John Chernauskas, Asst.  General Counsel  
Marketing Division 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA  
14th & Independence Ave., SW, Rm. 2014-S  
Washington, DC  20250 
FTE: 447-5935 
Commercial:    (202) 447-5935 
 



Program Matters of P&SA 
 
Kenneth Vail, Asst.  General Counsel 
Packers and Stockyards Division 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
14th & Independence Ave., SW, Rm. 2446-S 
Washington, DC 20250 
FTS: 447-5293 
Commercial:  (202) 447-5293 
 
Tort Claims and Administrative Matters 
 
William J. Stokes, Asst.  General Counsel  
Research and Operations Division  
Office of the General Counsel, USDA  
14th & Independence Ave., SW, Rm. 2321-S 
Washington, DC 20250 
FTS: 447-5565 
Commercial:   (202) 447-5565 
 
GEORGIA 
 
Fred W. Harris, Jr. , Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
1371 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 600 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
FTS: 257-4161 
Commercial: (404) 881-4164 
 
ILLINOIS 
 
Edward Hoffman, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
230 S. Dearborn St., Rm. 2920 
Chicago, IL 60604 
FTS: 353-5640 
Commercial: (312) 353-5640 
 
MISSOURI 
 
Robert Purcell, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
9435 Holmes 
Kansas City, MO 64141 
FTS: 926-7710 
Commercial: (816) 926-7710 
 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 293 
 
MONTANA 
 
Lawrence M. Jakub, Atty. in Charge 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
Federal Bldg., Rm. 2075 
Missoula, MT 59807 
FTS: 585-3692 
Commercial: (406) 329-3692 
 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7669 
 
NEW MEXICO 
 
T. Adriar, Pedron, Atty. in Charge 



Office ol the General Counsel, USDA 
Federal Bldg., Rm. 4017 
517 Gold Ave., SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87101 
FTS: 474-2264 
Commercial: (505) 766-2264 
 
OREGON 
 
Arno Reifenberg, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
1734 Federal Bldg. 
1220 SW 3rd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97204 
FTS: 423-3115 
Commercial: (503) 221-3115 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
 
D. Charles Valsing, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
Federal Bldg., Rm. 700 
228 Walnut St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17108 
FTS: 590-3713 
Commercial: (717) 782-3713 
 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1134 
 
PUERTO RICO 
 
Luis D. Miranda, Atty. in Charge 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
Federal Bldg., Rm. 612 
Carlos E. Chardon Ave. 
Hato Rey, PR 00918 
FTS: 809-753-4066/67, or 4200 
 
TEXAS 
 
Walter Weltler, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
W.R. Poage Federal Bldg., Suite 351 
101 South Main 
Temple, TX 76501 
FTS: 736-1204 
Commercial: (817) 774-1204 
 
UTAH 
 
Dean A. Gardner, Atty. in Charge 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
Forest Service Bldg., Rm. 205 
507 25th St. 
Ogden, UT 84401 
FTS: 586-3246 
Commercial: (801) 626-3246 
 
WISCONSIN 
 
Eric J. Curtis, Regional Atty. 
Office of the General Counsel, USDA 
Clark Bldg., Rm. 410 



633 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 
FTS: 362-3774 
Commercial: (414) 291-3774 
 
 
 


