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MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 	 HENRY A. KISSINGER trC 

SUB JECT: 	 Sir Alec Dougla s -Home! s Recent 
Conversations with Chou En-Iai 

At Tab A are two complementary accounts of conver s ation s with 
Ch ou En-lai by Sir Alec Douglas-Home, Secretary for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs of the Heath Cabinet, who vi s it Peking in 
l ate October. Sir Alec sent one to you directly via the Briti s h 
Amb a ss ador; the s econd wa s s ent to the Secretary of St ate who 
requ e sted that we forward a copy to you. 

There are no s triking departure s from known PRC po s itions 
revealed in Chou! s remarks , although Sir Alec! s account doe s 
reconfirm Chine s e views on a numbe r of i s sue s . The major points 
covered in the account s are a s follow s : 

Chou En-lai and other leader s !!are ob s e ss ed by their SUspIcIons 
of Rus sia.!! Chou views a unified Europe as a counterweight to 
the Soviet s , a s well a s to the U. S. The Chinese leaders accept 
at present the U. S. nuclear umbrella over Europe and Japan. 
They think the West is naive in thinking that a detent e with the 
USSR i s po s sible given the present Soviet leadership. 

-- Regarding Vietnam, Chou En-Iai said that the agreement that we 
have worked out with Hanoi (as revealed by the North Vietnamese 
on October 26) !!provided an acceptable basis for a settlement 
provided it is scrupulous ly observed.!! Chou was suspicious of 
the delay in signing the agreement, and would not commit China 
to involvement in an international conference which would work 
out guarantees for the agreement. 

- - In dis cus s ing the Indian subcontinent, Sir Ale c urged Chou to 
.- re -e~li sh contact with New Delhi. The Chi ne s e seemed 

unwilling to try thIs approach, t 'fieir attitude again b~i?f c?:~.:;.~ , /. f 
by their su s picions of the Soviet Union ~~II'-"1t 
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Regarding Hong Kong, Chou seeITled relaxed about the Colony, and 
indicated that China did not intend to ITlake any sudden ITlove 
regarding its s tatus as they are content with pre sent arrangeITlent s 
for the fore s eeable future. 

In discussing national liberation ITloveITlents, Sir Alec observed 
that the Chinese do recognize that establishITlent of state-to-state 
relations with other countries on the basis of the "five principles 
of peaceful coexistence" iITlposes certain restrictions on their 

subversive activities. At the saITle tiITle, they express the view 

that it is their duty to give ITloral support to revolutionary ITlove­
ITlents, and ITlaterial aid after control is e stabli shed over part of 
the national territory the rebels are seekIng to win. Sir Alec note s 
there are contradictions in their views on this issue "which would 
be interesting to probe a s an opportunity offers itself. " 

Sir Alec felt that Chou En- lai, de s i " " "n.d...-was a ITlan_ ~ 
He found Foreign Minister Chi P' eng-fei 


ITlore of a personality than anticipated, being shrewd, knowledgeable 

and forceful in his presentations. 


China wa s found to be "even ITlore priITlitive" econoITlically than 
expected, although with notable s ocial and political discipline. The 
country's leader s repeatedly eITlpha s ized to Sir Alec the" self-reliance" 
theITle in their national developITlent approach, and their de s ire to 
avoid indebtedne ss to other countries. He note s that while thi s ITlay 
iITlpose SOITle liITlitation on China 1 s developITlent, "I aITl not s ure they 
are not right in their own intere st to liITlit the pace of econoITlic 
expansion" because of the labor probleITls that would COITle with too 
ITluch ITlechanization. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 	 HENRY A. KISSINGER~' 
SUBJECT: 	 Sir Alec Douglas-Home l s Recent 

Conversations with Chou En-lai 

At Tab A are two complementary accounts of conver sations with 
Chou En-lai by Sir Alec Douglas-Hom_e, Secretary for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affair s of the Heath Cabinet, who visit Peking in 
late October. Sir Alec sent one to you directly via the British 
Ambas s ador; the second was sent to the Secretary of State who 
requested that we forward a copy to you. 

There are no striking departure s from known PRC positions 
revealed in Chou l s remarks, although Sir Alec l s account does 
reconfirm Chinese views on a number of issues. The major points 
covered in the accounts are as follows: 

Chou En-lai and other leaders " are obsessed by their SUspIcIons 
of Rus siam I I Cho u views a unified Europe as a counterweight to 
the Soviets, as well as to the U. S. The Chinese leader s accept 
at pre sent the U. S. nuclear umbrella o ve r E u rope a n d Japan. 
They think the We s t is naive in thinki ng t h at a d e tente with the 
USSR is possible given the pre s ent Soviet leadership. 

Regarding Vietnam, Chou En-lai said that the agreement that we 
have worked out with Hanoi (as revealed by the North Vietnamese 
on October 26) "provided an ac ce ptable b2.sis for a .3ettlement 
provided it is scrupulously ob s e rved. II Ch ou w as suspicious of 
the delay in signing the a greem ent, and wo uld not commit China 
to involvement in an international conference which would work 
out guarantees for the agreement. 

In discussing the Indian subco ntinent, Sir A lec u rged Chou to 
re-establish contact with N e w De lhi. The Chinese seemed 
unwilling to try this a ppr oach, t hei r attitu de a g a in b ein g colore d 

by their s u s picions of the So vi e t Union. 
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-- Regarding Hong K ong , Cho u s e em.ed relaxed about the Colony, and 
indica ted t h a t Ch i n a d i d n ot inte nd t o m.ake any sudden m.ove 
regard ing i t s s t a t u s as t he y are con t ent with present arrangem.ents 
for the for e see ab l e f ut ur e . 

In di s cus sing n a tiona l lib eration m.oveln ents, Sir Alec observed 
that the Chinese do rec o gnize t hat est ablishm.ent of state -to-state 
relations with other countries on the basis of the "five principles 
of peaceful c oex istence'l im.pose s c e rtain restrictions on the ir 
subver sive activitie s. At the s am.e tim.e, they expre.s s the view 
that it is their duty to give m.or a l s upport to r e volutionary m.ove­
rnents, and rnaterial aid after control is e stabli shed over part of 
the national territory the rebels a re seeking to win. Sir Alec notes · 
there are contradiction s in their views on this issue "which would 
be interesting to probe as an opportunity offers itself. II 

Sir Alec felt that Chou En-lai, despite his quick m.ind, was a m.an 
"beginning to feel his a ge. II He found Foreign l'viini r-i:er Chi pleng-fei 
m.ore of a personality than anticipated, being shrewd, knowledgeable 
and forceful in his presentations. 

China was ~ound to be "even m.ore prim.itive" econom.ically than 
expected, although 'vvith notable so cial and political discipline. The 
country's leader ·s repeatedly em.phasized to Sir Alec the " se lf-reliance'l 
them.e in their national developm.ent approach, and their desire to 
avoid indebte dnes s to othe r count ries . He note s that while this n"l.ay 
irnpo s e s om.e lirnit ation on China's deve l op n"l.e nt , "I a m. n ot s u r e they 
are no t r i gh t i n thei r own intere s t t o hm.it t h e p a ce of econom.ic 
expansion" because of the labor problem.s that w ou ld com.e v;,rith too 
m.uch m.echanization. 
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