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SRS FIA Information Update

It is that time again to develop the next National Forest Inventory and Analysis 
(FIA) Strategic Plan. In fact it is a little overdue. The National FIA Strategic Plan 
was required by the 1998 Farm Bill that authorized the annual inventory within 
FIA. Every 5 years (or so), the FIA Program is required to complete a new 5-year 
strategic plan.

The FIA Program has been working over the past 5 months to develop the 
framework for the next National FIA Strategic Plan. Unlike previous plans 
which identifi ed a multitude of avenues for the FIA Program to pursue, this draft 
strategic plan focuses on the existing FIA Program and identifi es opportunities for 
improvements. This draft of the next National FIA Strategic Plan focuses on four 
basic areas:

• Solidify the base FIA Program—this aspect includes completion of 
the inventory in interior Alaska and nationalize/annualize the nonplot 
components of FIA: timber product output, National Woodland Owner 
Survey, and carbon/biomass accounting.

• Enhancements to base program—examine new technology, improve 
partnerships, increase analytical capabilities, improved techniques research, 
and increased training for online FIA data tools.

• Add fl exibility to the baseline FIA Program—provide for opportunities 
to modify the baseline FIA Program for regional information needs without 
impacting the national core FIA Program.

• Additions to the base FIA Program—add an urban inventory component 
to FIA. This is the only addition planned for the next 5 years.

Your input on this draft National Strategic Plan is important. For more details on 
these items please visit the following Web site http://srsfi a2.fs.fed.us/draft_fi fth_
strategic_plan/index.shtml. To provide comments on this draft approach, please 
complete the questionnaire at the same Web site and return your comments to me. 
You can also call and we can discuss your thoughts over the phone.

As always, if you have any technical questions regarding FIA, please submit those 
questions to Charlene Walker (cwalker@fs.fed.us) and we will address them in a 
future issue of The Inventory. Thank you for your interest in FIA and please let us 
know how we may serve you in the future.

Bill Burkman

SRS FIA Program Manager
bburkman@fs.fed.us
865-862-2073

http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/draft_fifth_strategic_plan/index.shtml
http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/draft_fifth_strategic_plan/index.shtml
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An Assessment of 
Longleaf Pine in the 
South Completed by the 
Southern Research Station

Longleaf pine (Pinus palustris Mill.) was once 
one of the most ecologically important tree 
species in the Southern United States. Longleaf 
pine and its accompanying forest ecosystems 
covered vast swaths of the Southern United 
States, spanning an estimated 92 million acres. 
Although once one of the most extensive forest 
ecosystems in North America, only a fraction of 
these longleaf pine forests remain today. While 
longleaf pine dominated forests have received 
considerable attention and land managers and 
conservation professionals are working to 
maintain and improve these important systems, 
longleaf pine forests currently only occupy 
a minor portion of the southern landscape. 
Contraction of the “footprint” the longleaf 
pine resource maintained in 1970 can be seen 
when compared to that of the 2010 footprint 
(fi g. 1). There are positive signs, however, 
that point toward potential improvements. For 
example, the number of longleaf pine saplings 
has been increasing, the longleaf pine/oak 
acreage represents a considerable opportunity 
for restoration to longleaf pine forests, and in 
some areas of the longleaf pine range young 
stands are developing to aid replacement of 
those lost. Signifi cant challenges to expanding 
the coverage of longleaf pine dominated forests 

do exist. However, with targeted research and 
conservation efforts, longleaf pine forests can 
thrive once again across the South.

The Southern FIA Program has also partnered 
with The Longleaf Partnership Council to 
evaluate the progress of restoration activities 
across the South. The partnership's survey was 
developed by State coordination teams under the 
leadership of the Forest Service, State Foresters, 
and National Resources Conservation Service 
State conservationists. It is hoped that the 
momentum of America’s Longleaf Restoration 
Initiative and the synergies being achieved 
through the partnership’s cooperative efforts 
along with the present and future rangewide 
assessments will further accelerate progress 
toward ambitious restoration goals in the years 
to come. 

For an electronic copy of the publication, go to 
the following Web site http://www.treesearch.
fs.fed.us/pubs/42259 or contact the SRS FIA 
Program at 865-862-2073 for a hardcopy.

For more information about the 
content contained in this report, 
contact Christopher M. Oswalt at 
coswalt@fs.fed.us or call 865-862-
2068.

2005–10
1970–78
SFFP subregions*

* Southern Forests Futures Project delineations.

Figure 1—Geographic extent of longleaf pine sampled by the Forest Inventory and Analysis program 
2005–10 as compared to 1970–78. 

http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/42259
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/42259
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Current Status of FIA 
Data Posted

For more information, contact 
Ali Conner at 865-862-2228 or 
aconner@fs.fed.us.
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FY2013 Research 
Publications Published 
Since September 2012

To access an electronic copy of each 
research publication, click on the 
publication number.

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42270
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/40860
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42268
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42259
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42242
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/40552
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42271
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Status of Current Field 
Inventories

State
Cycle 

start date 
Subcycle 
start date 

Cycle and 
subcycle of 

current 
inventory 

Percent of 
current subcycle 

collection 
completed 

Alabama 2012 June-12 10-2013 38

Arkansas 2010 Dec-11 10-2012 99

Florida 2008 Oct-11 9-2012 89

Georgia 2009 Sept-11 10-2012 99

Kentucky 2010 Apr-12 7-2012 59

Louisiana 2009 May-12 8-2012 58

Mississippi 2009 May-12 9-2013 33

North Carolina 2008 Oct-12 9-2013 26

Oklahoma (east) 2010 Mar-12 8-2012 96

Oklahoma (west) 2009 June-12 2-2012 65

Puerto Rico 2011 Jan-11 5-2012 48

South Carolina 2012 Jan-12 11-2012 94

Tennessee 2009 Feb-12 9-2012 65

Texas (east) 2008 July-11 9-2012 99

Texas (west) 2004 July-11 1-2011 90

U.S. Virgin Islands 2009 Aug-09 2-2009 100

Virginia 2012 Nov-11 10-2012 90

Information compiled November 28, 2012.

For more information, contact 
Dale Trenda at 865-862-2039 
or dtrenda@fs.fed.us.

Symposium is a Success! Entomologists from across the United States 
came together in Knoxville in November 
2012 for the annual Entomological Society of 
America (ESA) national meeting. J.T. Vogt 
(Southern Research Station-FIA) and Therese 
Poland (Northern Research Station-Forest 
Insects) co-organized a member symposium 
at the meeting entitled “Bugs, Bytes, and 
Basal Area – How Forest Inventory and 
Analysis Programs Support Forest Entomology 
Research.”  Fourteen papers were given, 
covering topics ranging from broadscale risk 
maps for invasive pests to the impacts of 
specifi c insects on their tree hosts. The highly 
collaborative nature of entomological research 
using FIA data was evident in the author 
affi liations, which included several U.S. Forest 
Service units, several universities, and the 

Canadian Forest Service. To our knowledge, 
this was the fi rst formal symposium at an ESA 
meeting to highlight the value of FIA data to 
the entomological research community. The 
symposium was well-attended and several 
papers generated good questions and lively 
discussion. There was consensus among 
participants and audience members at the end to 
pursue similar symposia at upcoming meetings 
of various scientifi c organizations. It is our hope 
that these activities will generate interest in the 
demonstrated value of FIA data for answering 
entomological questions, and ultimately 
encourage more researchers to utilize FIA data. 

For more information on Entomological Society 
of America, go to www.entsoc.org. 

For more information about 
the specific session at the annual 
Entomological Society of America 
meeting, contact J.T. Vogt at 
jtvogt@fs.fed.us or 865-862-2035.

www.entsoc.org
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National and Southern FIA Web sites of Interest

Southern Research Station

Forest Inventory and Analysis

4700 Old Kingston Pike

Knoxville, TN 37919

865-862-2000

FIA is a USDA Forest Service research 
work unit which collects, analyzes, 
and reports on data pertaining to our 
forest land in the Southern region. 
This region includes Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and Virginia.

FIA conducts this program of research 
to improve the understanding of the 
Southern forest ecosystem. 

Government and private agencies 
utilize this data to monitor forest 
resources, forest use, and forest health. 
The collection of data is done on private 
and public land. 

Our system development success is 
a direct result of our partners, our 
talented scientists, analysts, computer 
specialists, and other staff members 
who have continually contributed to the 
mission of this complex project.

National FIA Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us
National FIA database available at: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/other/default.asp
National Timber Product Output (TPO) database available at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
National Woodland Owner Survey Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
Information specific to Southern States: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
Electronic copies of SRS FIA publications at: http//www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/

The Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), is dedicated to the 
principle of multiple use management of the Nation’s forest resources for sustained 
yields of wood, water, forage, wildlife, and recreation. Through forestry research, 
cooperation with the States and private forest owners, and management of the 
National Forests and National Grasslands, it strives—as directed by Congress—to 
provide increasingly greater service to a growing Nation.

The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 
800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.


