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DISCLAIMER

This publication is distributed by the U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, in the interest of information exchange. The opinions, findings,
and conclusions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and not necessarily those
of the Department of Transportation or the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
The United States Government assumes no liability for its contents or use thereof. If trade names,
manufacturers’ names, or specific products are mentioned, it is because they are considered essential
to the object of the publication and should not be construed as an endorsement. The United States
Government does not endorse products or manufacturers.
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INTRODUCTION

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration is responsible for reducing motor
vehicle-related fatalities and injuries on our
Nation’s highways. Research has shown that
effective State and local traffic safety laws play
an important role in helping to reduce motor
vehicle crashes. For example, in 2010, States
with primary seat belt laws had a 12% higher
belt use rate on average compared to States
without primary seat belt laws.

This publication provides a summary chart of
the key provisions of State occupant protection
laws and detailed lists of these laws in every
State. Such laws include requiring the use of (1)
seat belts, (2) child passenger restraint devices,
and (3) motorcycle or bicycle helmets. Also
included are laws concerning age restrictions for
motorcycle passengers and laws that prohibit
riding in the bed of a pickup truck. Except as
noted, the status of the State laws reported is as
of May 1, 2011.

EXPLANATIONS

Required Use of Seat Belts:

Although there are limitations, exceptions, or
exemptions, State laws usually require that
drivers and passengers wear seat belts when
operating or riding in a private passenger motor
vehicle. Generally, State laws provide that this
requirement only applies to motor vehicles that
are required to be equipped with seat belts. 49
CFR 571.208.

Limitations, Exceptions or Exemptions:

Seat belt use laws provide for numerous
limitations, exceptions, or exemptions. Most
States mandate the use of seat belts only for
drivers and front seat passengers. Additionally,
the majority of the States exempts an individual
from wearing a seat belt if a medical or physical
condition exists. Other exceptions include
passengers riding in public transportation
vehicles, such as buses, and rural letter carriers
of the U.S. Postal Service.

Primary Versus Secondary Seat Belt Laws:
"Primary"” seat belt enforcement means that a
law enforcement officer has the authority to
issue a citation for a failure to wear a seat belt
based solely on probable cause of such violation.
Note: “Primary” seat belt laws are sometimes
referred to as “standard” laws. "Secondary"
enforcement means that such officers are only
authorized to enforce a violation of the seat belt
use law after they have first stopped a driver for
some other violation of the law.

A National Occupant Protection Use Survey
(NOPUS), conducted in June 2010, found that
the average seat belt use rates in States with
primary enforcement laws were 12 percentage
points higher than in States without primary
enforcement laws. (On average, seat belt use
was 88% in primary law States versus 76% in
States without primary enforcement.)

Required Use of Child Restraint System:

All State laws now require that children be
secured in either a child restraint system (CRS)
or seat belt when being transported in a motor
vehicle. Young children, e.g., <4 years old, must
be secured in a child restraint system. Most
State laws require these devices to meet Federal
specifications. 49 CFR 571.213. For children, 4
to 6 years old, State laws usually say they may
be secured in either seat belts or child restraint
systems. About half the States provide for a
medical or physical exemption from these
requirements.

Motorcycle and Bicycle Helmet Use Laws:
Most State laws mandate some type of
protective headgear when operating or riding on
a motorcycle however these vary by age. A few
States now require children to wear safety
helmets when riding bicycles. Despite legal
challenges, the courts have held motorcycle
helmet usage laws to be constitutional.




Required Use of Motorcycle Eye Protection:
Most State laws require operators, and in some
cases, passengers, of motorcycles to wear eye
protection devices, e.g., goggles, while operating
or riding on motorcycles. However, the laws
normally provide an exemption to this if the
motorcycle is equipped with a windshield.

Fines:
Unless noted, the fines reported do not include
court costs or bail schedule forfeitures.



OVERVIEW NARRATIVE OF KEY PROVISIONS OF STATE
OCCUPANT PROTECTION AND SEAT BELT LAWS

All States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto
Rico have mandatory motor vehicle seat belt
laws of some kind. New Hampshire is the only
State that does not require adults age 18 and
older to wear seat belts.

State seat belt use laws vary in terms of their
exceptions, limitations, and exemptions. For
example, virtually every State exempts persons
who for medical reasons or physical
characteristics cannot use a seat belt. Other
exemptions include specific types of vehicles or
vehicles operating under specific conditions.
For example, exempted vehicles often include
those designed for more than 10 passengers,
vehicles of a model year prior to 1972, or farm
vehicles. Vehicles used for commercial
purposes requiring frequent stops and deliveries
are also typically exempt when not exceeding 25
mph between stops. Details regarding these
varying exceptions, limitations, and exemptions
are listed in the Summary Chart of Key
Provisions of Occupant Restraint Laws and the
State analysis.

State fines for the first time violation of seat belt
use laws vary from $5 to $90. Most States
permit fines of up to $25.

CHILD RESTRAINT LAWS

While all 50 States, the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico have laws requiring the use of either
child restraint systems (rear-facing child
restraint seats, forward-facing child restraint
seats, or booster seats) or seat belts for children
traveling in motor vehicles, the specific
requirements of the laws vary from State to
State. All States require, at a minimum, that all
children 3 or younger, weighing less than 40
Ibs., or less than 40 inches tall, be secured in
child restraint systems while traveling in motor
vehicles. Most States also specifically require
that child restraint systems meet applicable
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.

Older children, usually defined as those 4 and
older, weighing up to 80 pounds or up to 4°9”
tall, must be secured in a booster seat or other
child restraint system. Fifteen States and the
District of Columbia require the specific use of
booster seats by children who have outgrown
their forward-facing child restraint system.
Specific provisions vary widely from State to
State, including the upper age limit, and height
and/or weight requirements. Virtually all States
exempt for the use of a child restraint system for
medical or physical reasons (certified in writing
by a physician or other medical professional).

State fines for first-time violations of child
restraint laws vary dramatically, from not more
than $10 to up to $500. Most States permit fines
of up to $50.



Summary Chart of Key Provisions of Occupant Restraint Laws through May 1, 2011

Seat Belt
Enforcement *

1st Child
Restraint Fine *

Seat Belt Required °

1st Belt Fine 2 Demerit Points

Child Restraint Requirement °

Seats

Alabama Primary Up to $25 seat until age 6 $25 Front All No statutory provision.

5 yrs & younger & > 20 Ibs in restraint
Alaska Primary Up to $15 device; between 4 - 7 yrs & < 57’ height Up to $50 All >16 No statutory provision.

& between 20 & 65 Ibs in booster seat. ’
Arizona Secondary Not more than $10 4 yrs & younger $50 Front gela?s: all No statutory provision.
Arkansas Primary Not more than $25 5 yrs & younger and less than 60 Ibs. $25-$100 Front All No statutory provision.
California Primary Not more than $20 Under 6 yrs or less than 60 Ibs., in rear $100 All <l6=all N_o po_lnts; 1pt - child restraint

seat seats violation.
Colorado Secondary $65 Under 8 yrs $65 Front All No points.®

. . $50 (age > 18) 1-6 yrs or less than 60 Ibs. = child restraint ) No points; not less 2 points
Connecticut Primary $75 (under 18) system ° $35-90 Front Al for child restraint violation.
Delaware Primary $25 7 yrs & younger and 65 Ibs., or less $25 All ?eallfsz 2 No points.
District of 2 points for a single violation;
; Primary $50 7 yrs & younger $75% All All 3 points - simultaneous
Columbia - S
multiple violations.
. . <18 =all 3 points for child restraint

Florida Primary $30 5 yrs & younger $60 All seats violation.
Georgia Primary Not more than $15 5 yrs & younger Not more than $50  Front All \%ig?;tr;to];or child restraint
Hawaii Primary $45 7 yrs & younger & 4°9” or 40 Ibs., or less glogomore e Front ?eallté: al No statutory provision.
Idaho Secondary $10 6 yrs & younger Not more than All All No points.

5 yrs & younger = child restraint; booster

$100

! Generally, this requirement concerns passenger vehicles only; commercial vehicles, mail/newspaper carriers and trucks are typically exempt.
2This amount represents the actual fine set forth by law. Generally, the States add surcharges and court costs to this amount.

% This may include rear-facing and forward-facing child restraint seats, and booster seats.
4 This amount represents the actual fine set forth by law. Generally, the States add surcharges and court costs to this amount.

® Virtually every State exempts persons who, for medical reasons, cannot use seat belts; and vehicles not originally required to be equipped with seat belts.

® Note: The word “All” used in this category means everyone must be restrained.
" Children less than 1 year or less than 20 Ibs in rear facing seat.
82 points shall be assessed for drivers under the age of 18.

®For a child under the age of 1 or less than 20 Ibs., a rear-facing child restraint system is required.

101 the person in violation attends a child restraint safety class, the $75 fine will be waived. However, the class costs $25.

Ages ©



Seat Belt

Enforcement *

1st Belt Fine 2

Child Restraint Requirement °

1st Child
Restraint Fine *

Seat Belt Required °

Seats

Ages ©

Demerit Points

Illinois
Indiana
lowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana
Nebraska

Nevada

New
Hampshire

New Jersey

Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary

Primary

Primary

Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary

Primary

Secondary

Secondary
Secondary
Secondary
No adult law **

Primary

Not to exceed $25
Up to $25

$50

$5 until 7/1/11
$10 after 7/1/11

Not more than $25

$25

$50
Not more than $25
$25
$25
$25

$25
Not more than $10

$20
$25
Not more than $25
$50

$20

7 yrs & younger
7 yrs & younger
5 yrs & younger and 20 Ibs., or more

13 yrs & younger and less than 80 Ibs.

40” tall or less; under 7 yrs and 40-50” =
booster seat

<1 and < 80 Ibs. = rear facing seat;
between 1-4, or at least 20 Ibs. = forward
facing seat; between 4-6 & weighing
between 40 and 60lbs = child booster seat
Less than 40 Ibs., or 40-80 Ibs., and less
than 8 yrs

Under 8 yrs and under 4’ 9” or 65 Ibs. or
less

Under 8 yrs and under 57”
7 yrs & younger and less than 4' 9"

7 yrs & younger and < 4’9”

3 yrs & younger; 4-6 yrs and under 4’ 9”
or less than 65 Ibs.= booster seat

Under 4 yrs and less than 40 Ibs = child
restraint; 4-7 yrs and less than 80 Ibs., and
under 4’ 9” = booster seat

5 yrs & younger and less than 60 Ibs.
Up to 6 yrs.

5 yrs & younger and less than 60 Ibs.
5 yrs & younger and 55” or less

7 yrs & younger and less than 80 Ibs.

Not more than $75
Not more than $25
$100

$60

$50

$100

$50
$25
Not more than $25
Not more than $10
Not more than $50

Not more than $25

Not more than $50

Not more than
$100

$25
$100-500
$50

$10-25

Front

All

Front

Front

All

All

All
Front
All
Front
All

Front

Front

All

Front

All

All

All

<19=all
seats

All

<17 =all
seats
<14 =all
seats

All

All

All

<15=all
seats

All
All
All

All

All

All

<16 =all
seats
All

<18 =all
seats

All

™ There is no requirement for an adult to wear a seat belt. The fine listed is for a violation by a passenger under the age of 18, not required to wear a child restraint system.

No points.
No points.
No statutory provision.
No statutory provision.

No statutory provision.

No statutory provision.

No points.
No points.
No statutory provision.
No points.
No statutory provision.

No statutory provision.

No points.

No statutory provision.
No points.
No points.
No statutory provision.

No points.



Seat Belt
Enforcement *

1st Belt Fine 2

Child Restraint Requirement °

1st Child
Restraint Fine *

Seat Belt Required °

Seats

Ages ©

Demerit Points

New Mexico

New York 2

North Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia

Washington

Primary

Primary
Primary

Secondary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary

Secondary
Primary

Primary

Secondary
Secondary
Secondary

Primary

2 5ee detail in New York’s law in the State-by-State Analysis Section of this document for front seat and back seat passenger safety requirements.

$25

Up to $50

Driver or front seat
passenger $25.50;
rear-seat $10

Not more than $20

$30 driver, $20
passenger

Not more than $20
Not more than $90
$10
$50

$85

Not more than
$25 14

$25

Not more than $50
and/or not 30 days
in jail

Not less than $25
nor more than $50

Not more than $45
$25
$25

$42

6 yrs & younger or less than 60 Ibs.

7 yrs & younger

Under 16 yrs

Under 7 yrs, less than 80 Ibs & under 57"
3 yrs & younger or less than 40 Ibs.; <8

yrs &< 4°9” tall
5 yrs & younger

4’ 9” in height and under

3 yrs & younger

Under 4 yrs

Under 8 yrs, less than 57 and 80 Ibs.
1-5 yrs; not more than 80 Ibs.

4 yrs & younger and less than 40 Ibs

8 yrs and younger & under 4’ 9”

8 yrs and younger & under 4’9"
Under 8 yrs and under 57”

7 yrs & younger

8 yrs & younger

8 yrs & younger and under 4’ 9”

8 Primary enforcement does not apply when the violation is by a rear seat passenger.
1 \Where more than one incident occurred, the fine shall be not more than $50.

$25

$25-100

Not more than $25

Not more than $25
$25-75
$50

Not more than $90

Not more than
$100

$100

$85

Not more than
$150

$25

Not more than $50
and/or not more
than 30 days in jail

Not more than $25
Not more than $45
$25
$50

$42

All

Front

All

Front
Front
Front
All
Front
All
All
All

Front

All

All
All
All
Front

All

All

<16 =all
seats

All

<17 =all
seats

All

<12=all
seats

All

<17=all
seats

All
All

All

<17=all
seats

All

All
All

All

<18=all
seats

All

2 points.

No statutory provision; 3 pts-
child restraint violation.

2 points for child restraint
violation.

2 points for child restraint
violation.

No points.
No points.
No statutory provision.
No points.
No statutory provision.
No statutory provision.
No points.

No points.

No points.

2 points for child restraint
violation.

No points.
No statutory provision.
No points.

No statutory provision.



1st Child Seat Belt Required °

Seat Belt . . . . 3 . .
Enforcement * 1st Belt Fine Child Restraint Requirement Restraint Fine * Seats Ages 6 Demerit Points
West Virginia Secondary Not more than $25 7 yrs & younger and under 4’ 9” $10-20 Front ?ealltgsz 2 No points.
Wisconsin Primary $10 Zrﬁt:sf younger, less than 80 lbs and 57 $30-75 All All No points.
Not more than $25
Wyoming Secondary (driver) 8 yrs & younger in rear seat if available Not more than $50  All All No statutory provision.
$10 (passenger)



Summary Chart of Key Provisions of State Motorcycle Safety Laws through May 1, 2011

. Sanctions for Failure to Use
Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense 6 ‘ Is Ey(_e Passenger
Helmetlglse Meets Protection Restrictions
i i i i ired?
Law EMVSS 218Y Age Range = Exemptions Fine Points Jail ‘ Required?
S Not more
Alabama Universal No All Persons riding in enclosed | Not more Not .. 18 | than 10 No None specified
cabs than $100 specified days
Younger Not more Not VES U 3
Alaska Age-specific | Included g None L None windscreen/ | None specified
than 18 than $300 specified . .
windshield
Persons riding within an
Younger enclosed cab; motorized Not more Not Yes unless
Arizona Age-specific | No 9 carts; three-wheeled - None : ) None specified
than 18 than $250 specified windshield
motorcycles used for
agricultural purposes
A child must be at
Younaer Not Not more least 8 yrs (unless
Arkansas Age-specific | No g None $10-$50 - than 30 Yes motorcycle is
than 21 specified A
days participating in a
parade)
California Universal Included All None Not more None None No None specified
than $100
$100
Colorado Age-specific | Yes MO None (plus $15 el L None Yes None specified
than 18 surcharge) specified

15 A State law requiring all motorcycle operators and passengers to wear a helmet is considered to be a universal law. Other State laws require operators and/or passengers of a certain age,
e.g., under 18 years of age, to wear helmets. This is indicated as Age-specific. Some State laws include additional restrictions — such restrictions are indicated in this column, with footnotes
to provide specific details.

18 While the sanctions shown are for the first offense, some States provide for greater sanctions for the second and/or subsequent offense(s) for not wearing a motorcycle helmet.

" Where “included” is listed, this means the standard includes, but is not limited to FMV/SS 218.

18 While Alabama’s law does not specifically authorize licensing action for this offense, an offender may be subject to such action.



. Sanctions for Failure to Use
Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense ° Is Eyg Passenger
Helmet Use Meets Protection Restrictions
. . . . .
EMVSS 2187 Age Range Exemptions Fine Points NET Required?
Younger Not less Yes unless
Connecticut Age-specific | Yes g None None None windscreen/ | None specified
than 18 than $90 . .
windshield
Delaware Age-specific | No VL7 None $25-$115 NOt. 7 None Yes None specified
than 19 specified
District .Of Universal Included All None $25 None None Yes None specified
Columbia
Persons age >16 in
. Age and Younger enclosed cabs or on a small o Not L
Florida insurance- Yes han 2 le with q (plus $18 ified None Yes None specified
specific’® than 21 motorcycle with spee court costs) specifie
capability of < 30 mph
Persons riding in enclosed
cabs or carts, or Not more Not Not more Yes unless
Georgia Universal Yes All motorcycles with 3 wheels e than 12 . . None specified
. than $1000 | specified windshield
used for agricultural months
purposes
Persons riding in 3
.. i Younger wheeled_ (L HATER 8188 L] Not more Not Y?S e No child under the
Hawaii Age-specific | No full-bodied enclosed cab, - None windscreen/ 20
than 18 . than $1000 | specified . - age of 7
electric motor & seat windshield
belt/restrain system
Idaho Age-specific | Yes Younger None Not more No None No None specified
than 18 than $100

19 persons who are over 21 years old may operate or ride on motorcycles without protective headgear provided they have at least $10,000 in medical benefits for any injuries that they may
sustain as a result of crash while riding on such motor vehicle.
2 However, if such motorcycle or motor scooter has 3 wheels, is powered by an electric motor, has a full-bodied enclosed cab, and seat belt/child restraint systems in use, then a child under
the age of 7 may be a passenger.




. Sanctions for Failure to Use
Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense ° Is Eyg Passenger
Helmet Use Meets Protection Restrictions
. . . . NN
EMVSS 2187 Age Range Exemptions Fine Points Jail Required?
Illinois None N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Yes None specified
Indiana Age-specific | Yes Younger None Not more 4 points None Yes None specified
than 18 than $500
lowa None N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A No None specified
Persons riding within an
Not more
e Younger enclosed cab, golf cart or Not Yes unless -
Kansas Age-specific | Included : than - None : None specified
than 18 any cargo-type vehicle 2 specified windscreen
. $30/$45
with 3 wheels
FEDEE) Younger Not
Kentucky experience- Yes 9 None $20-$100 L None Yes None specified
2 than 21 specified
specific
A child must be >
Persons riding autocycles 5 yrs, and when
. . with roofs; persons riding Not Yes unless riding in a car,
Louisiana Universal No Al in a parade or other public 350 specified None windshield must not be
exhibition required to ride in
a child safety seat
(TR Younger
Maine experience- Included g None $25-$500 No None No None specified
e 23 than 18
specific
. Persons riding in enclosed | Not more Yes unless -
Maryland Universal Yes All cabs than $500 No None windscreen None specified

2L £ a person pleads guilty or no contest, then a fine of not more than $30 (if in a manner accepted by the court) or $45 (if by personal check) as listed in the uniform fine schedule shall be

imposed.

22 Any operator, regardless of age, who possesses a motorcycle instruction permit, must wear a helmet. Any operator, regardless of age, who possesses a motorcycle operator’s permit for

less than 1 year, must wear a helmet.

2 Any operator, regardless of age, operating under a learner's permit or within one year of successfully completing a driving test, must wear a helmet; any passenger of an operator required
to wear a helmet must also wear a helmet.

10




. Sanctions for Failure to Use
Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense ° Is Eyg Passenger
Helmet Use Meets Protection Restrictions
. . . . NN
EMVSS 2187 Age Range Exemptions Fine Points Jail Required?
Not more Not VEBUGILEES
Massachusetts | Universal No All None L None windshield/ | None specified
than $35 specified .
windscreen
Michigan Universal No All None Not listed Not - None Y?S unl_ess None specified
specified windshield
_ Age a_nd Younger Person§ part|C|pf_;1t|ng ina Not more Not Passenger’s feet
Minnesota experience- No parade; persons in an - None Yes must reach the
o o than 18 than $300 | specified
specific enclosed cab footrests
Not more Not Not more
Mississippi Universal No All None - than 10 No None specified
than $100 specified q
ays
Missouri Universal Yes All None NI No None No None specified
than $25
During first 6
months, a
. Younger Not restricted licensee
Montana Age-specific | Yes than 18 None $5 specified None No may not operate
with a passenger <
18 yrs
Nebraska Universal Yes All None $50 No None No None specified
Persons participating in a Not more Not more ves unless
Nevada Universal Yes All parade; persons in an 2 points than 6 . None specified
than $1000 windscreen
enclosed cab months

24 No person with a two-wheeled instruction permit shall drive a motorcycle without wearing State-approved protective headgear.

11




. Sanctions for Failure to Use
Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense ° Is Eyg Passenger
Helmet Use Meets Protection Restrictions
. . . . NN
EMVSS 2187 Age Range | Exemptions Fine Points Jail Required?
New Not Yes unless
. None® N/A N/A N/A N/A . None windshield/ | None specified
Hampshire specified .
windscreen
New Jersey Universal Yes All None $50-$100 Not - None Ygs unless None specified
specified windscreen
Not more
. e Younger Not more Not Yes unless i
New Mexico Age-specific | No than 18 None than $300 specified g;a;r; 90 windshield None specified
T Not more
New York Universal Yes All Persons ndm_g in a_pa_lr_ade Not more Not - than 30 Yes None specified
or other public exhibition than $100 specified days
$25.50
North Carolina | Universal Yes All None (plus court | No None No None specified
costs)
i Younger Persons riding in an Not more . -
North Dakota Age-specific | No than 18 enclosed cab or golf cart than $500 2 points None No None specified
FEDEE) Younger Not more
Ohio experience- Yes g None No None Yes None specified
e 26 than 18 than $150
specific
Not more No driver under
Oklahoma Age-specific | Yes Younger None $5-$500 Not . than 10 Y?S unl_ess age 16 shall
than 18 specified davs windshield transport any
Y passenger
Persons riding in an
enclosed cab or a vehicle Not more Not
Oregon Universal No All with 3 wheels at a speed of - None No None specified
e than $90 specified
< 15 mph or for religious
beliefs/practices

% Each motorcycle rider education student shall wear a helmet meeting FMVSS 218 requirements. A fine of not more than $1000 is the sanction for this statute. Note: NH ST § 265:122 |
states that no person under the age of 18 may drive or ride upon a motorcycle unless he wears State approved protective headgear. However, NH ST § 265:122 111 states that “If [F]ederal
law is altered so that the mandatory wearing of protective headgear on motorcycles by persons less than 18 years of age is not required as a condition to the receipt by the State of any
[Flederal funds, paragraphs I ...shall be void.” Given that the mandatory wearing of protective headgear on motorcycles by persons less than 18 years of age is not currently required as a
condition to the receipt of State or Federal funds, for practical purposes protective headgear for motorcycle drivers or passengers is not mandatory.

%No person, regardless of age, who holds a novice motorcycle operator’s license, shall operate or be a passenger on a motorcycle unless wearing an approved helmet. Additionally, any
passenger shall wear an approved helmet if the operator is under the age of 18 or holds a novice motorcycle operator’s license.
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. Sanctions for Failure to Use
Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense ° Is Eyg Passenger
Helmet Use Meets Protection Restrictions
. . . . NN
EMVSS 2187 Age Range | Exemptions Fine Points Jail Required?
Age,
. experience Younger An operator or occupant of Not -
Pennsylvania . No a 3-wheeled motorcycle $25 e None Yes None specified
and training than 21 . specified
e 27 with an enclosed cab
specific
Puerto Rico Universal No All None $50 e None s unl_ess None specified
specified windshield
Age and Younger Not
Rhode Island experience- No g None $85 - None Yes None specified
L 08 than 21 specified
specific
Not more
. e Younger Not more Not Yes unless i
South Carolina | Age-specific | No than 21 None than $100 specified g;z;r; 30 windscreen None specified
e Not more
i e Younger Persons riding in an Not more Not Yes unless i
South Dakota Age-specific | Yes than 18 enclosed cab than $500 specified ggi/r; 30 windscreen None specified
Persons riding in an
enclosed cab & golf carts;
Tennessee Universal Yes All ECETE 92 S ntligin | NS s mg; n?jg " | Yes unless None specified
a parade not faster than 30 | than $50 specified davs windshield P
mph; fully enclosed 4
motorcycles with 3 wheels
Adge, Passenger must be
insurance, Younger Not at least 5 yrs old
Texas and training- Yes than 21 None $10-850 specified None No unless riding in an
specific? attached sidecar
S Not more
e Younger Persons riding in an Not more Not i
i e than 18 enclosed cab than $750 specified ggi/r; = e e el iEe

' persons >21 years who have completed a motorcycle rider safety course and persons > 21 who have been licensed to operate a motorcycle for at least 2 full calendar years are not required
to wear a helmet. Passengers of motorcycle operators exempt from the helmet requirement are also exempt.

28 A person, regardless of age, who has not been licensed for more than 1 year, must wear a helmet. Any passenger, regardless of age, must wear a helmet.

P persons > 21 who have successfully completed a motorcycle safety course or are covered by health insurance providing $10,000 in benefits are not required to wear a helmet.
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Sanctions for Failure to Use

Type of Helmet Use Requirements A Helmet — 1%t Offense ° Is Eyg Passenger
Helmet Use Meets Protection Restrictions
. . . . NN
EMVSS 2187 Age Range Exemptions Fine Points NET Required?
Not more Not Yes unless
Vermont Universal Yes All None - No windshield/ | None specified
than $100 specified .
windscreen
Persons riding a
motorcycle with wheels 8”
o 88 I BT @7 8 Not more Not Yes unless
Virginia Universal Included All wheels with fixed roofs, - No . - None specified
. . than $250 specified windshield
windshields & enclosed
bodies; persons riding in a
parade < 15 mph
$42
(plus Not Yes unless Passenger must be
Washington Universal Yes All None penalties of - No . :
$10, $5. specified windshield at least 5 yrs old
and $2)
Not more Not Not more | Yes unless
West Virginia Universal Included All None - than 10 windshield/ | None specified
than $100 | specified .
days windscreen
Wisconsin Age-specific | Yes }wgﬁnlg; ' None $10-$200 No None Yes None specified
Younger Persons riding in enclosed Not more Not Not more
Wyoming Age-specific | No than 18 c_ab_s oron mopeds; persons than $200 specified than 20 No None specified
riding in a parade days
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STATE
General Reference:

Required Use of Seat Belts:

Requirements:

Primary or Secondary
Enforcement:

Sanctions for Failure to Use or

Require the Use of Seat Belts:

Effect on Civil Liability:

Required Use of Child Safety
Restraint Systems:

Requirements:

ALABAMA

ALABAMA
Code of Alabama

See note®

Each front-seat occupant of a “passenger car” (a motor vehicle
designed to carry 10 or fewer persons but does not include
motorcycles or trailers) shall have a seat belt properly fastened
about his/her body any time the vehicle is in motion. AL ST § 32-
5B-2; AL ST § 32-5B-4.

Primary Enforcement: A violation of this requirement does not
constitute probable cause to search a vehicle. AL ST § 32-5B-5;
AL ST § 32-5B-8(c).

Misdemeanor: A fine of up to $25. AL ST § 32-5B-5; 49 C.F.R.
392.16.%

Note: A violation of this requirement is not to be entered on the
driving record of the vehicle operator. AL ST § 32-5B-7. No court
costs can be assessed for a violation of this requirement. Any fine
given is allocated to the Department of Public Safety and the
general fund. AL ST § 32-5B-8.

Failure to wear a seat belt shall not be a considered as evidence of
contributory negligence and shall not limit the liability of an
insurer. AL ST § 32-5B-7.

Every person who is transporting a child younger than 6 years old
in a motor vehicle that is registered in this State shall properly
restrain such child in a child passenger restraint system that meets
Federal standards, as follows:

I. Until age 1 or 20 Ibs. = rear-facing child restraint;

I1. Until age 5 or 40 Ibs. = forward-facing child restraint;

I11. Booster seats until age 6.* AL ST § 32-5-222(b).

% Exemptions: The following are exempt from the seat belt requirement: (1) children who are required to be in a
child passenger restraint system; (2) persons who for medical reasons are unable to use a seat belt; (3) rural letter
carriers while on official duty with the U.S. Postal Service; (4) a person (driver or passenger) who is delivering
newspapers or mail; (5) passengers riding in vehicles with a model year prior to 1965; and (6) passengers riding in
motor vehicles which normally operate in reverse. AL ST § 32-5B-4(b).

%! Alabama Rules of Judicial Administration (ARJA), Rule 20, App. B refers to 49 C.F.R. 392.16 for the Alabama
Supreme Court’s Extended Schedule of Fines.

%2 For children who are 4 or 5 years old, a “child passenger restraint system" that meets Federal standards is defined
by statute to include seat belts that have been installed in the motor vehicle. AL ST § 32-5-222(a).
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Sanctions for Failure to Require
the Use of Child Restraint
Systems:

Effect on Civil Liability:

Required Use of Safety Restraining

Systems on School Buses:

Requirements:

Sanctions:

Required Use of Motorcycle
Protective Headgear:

Requirements:

Sanctions for Failure to Use:

ALABAMA

Misdemeanor: A fine of $25 for each offense may be imposed.
Additionally, for a first offense, 1 point shall be assessed. Two
points shall be assessed for a second or subsequent offense. AL ST
8§ 32-5-222(d), (g).

I. In no event shall the failure to wear a child passenger restraint
system be considered as contributory negligence. AL ST § 32-5-
222(a).

Il. AL ST § 32-5-222 does not create a duty or standard of care,
right or liability between a parent and a child, not already
recognized under the laws of Alabama. AL ST § 32-5-222(c).

See note®

I. No school bus shall be operated on a public street, highway or
elsewhere unless it shall be equipped with a seat belt for the driver.
AL ST § 16-27-6(a).

I1. The driver of a school bus while transporting students on a
public street or highway shall wear a seat belt when the bus is in
motion. AL ST § 16-27-6(b).

There is no misdemeanor sanction set out. However, the failure of a
bus driver to comply with the seat belt requirement shall be prima
facie evidence of nonfeasance of duty and shall subject the driver to
possible dismissal. Additionally, said failure shall constitute a
breach of contract on the part of the school bus contract operator.
AL ST § 16-27-6(b), (c).

No person shall operate or ride upon a motorcycle or motor-driven
cycle unless he/she is wearing protective headgear that complies
with State law.** AL ST § 32-5A-245; AL ST § 32-12-41.

I. Misdemeanor:

First offense - Imprisonment for not more than 10 days or a fine of
not more than $100.

Second offense (within one year after the date of the first offense) -
Imprisonment for not more than 30 days and/or a fine of not more
than $200.

Third or subsequent offense (within one year after the date of the
first offense) - Imprisonment for not more than 3 months and/or a
fine of not more than $500.

% There is no requirement for school buses to be equipped with seat belts for student passengers. See, e.g., Dentson
v. Eddins & Lee Bus Sales, Inc., 491 So.2d 942 (Ala. 1986) (holding that the requirement of seat belts for school bus
drivers implies that the Alabama Legislature intended to exclude the seat belt requirement for student passengers).
* This requirement does not apply to persons who are riding in an enclosed cab. AL ST § 32-5A-245(c).
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Required Use of Motorcycle Eye
Protection Device:

Requirements:

Passenger Age Restrictions

Required Use of Bicycle Protective

Headgear:
Requirements:

Sanctions for Failure to Use:

Prohibition Against Riding in
Unsecured Portion of Vehicle:

Requirements:

ALABAMA

AL ST § 32-5A-8(a), (b).

I1. Even though the law does not specifically authorize licensing
action for this offense, an offender may be subject to such action.
In general, for a traffic law violation, the courts are authorized to
issue an order that forbids a person from operating a motor vehicle
for either an established period of time or perpetually.

AL ST § 32-5-316.

None

None

A person age 16 years old or younger who operates or rides on a
bicycle must wear a protective bicycle helmet. AL ST § 32-5A-
283(1).

First offense - A police officer shall: (1) counsel and provide the
offender with written information on bicycle helmet safety; and (2)
instruct the offender to deliver the information to a parent. AL ST §
32-5A-285(1).

Second offense - A police officer shall counsel and provide the
offender with written information on bicycle helmet safety. In
addition, a warning citation shall be issued to the offender who is to
give such citation to his/her parent. The citation instructs the parent
(or guardian) to contact the police for information about the bicycle
helmet law and where to obtain a bicycle safety helmet. AL ST §
32-5A-285(2).

Third offense - A police officer shall counsel the offender,
confiscate the bicycle, and take the offender to his/her residence. A
warning citation shall be issued to either the parent or guardian. If
such person is not available, the citation shall be left at the
residence with instructions to pick up the bicycle at the police
station. AL ST § 32-5A-285(3).

Fourth offense - The bicycle shall be confiscated and the offender
taken to his/her residence. A parent or guardian is subject to a fine
of $50.% There are no court costs or fees for this offense. AL ST §
32-5A-285(4).

None

% The fine or penalty is waived or suspended if the operator or passenger presents proof of purchase of a bicycle
safety helmet along with an intention of using such device. AL ST § 32-5A-285(4). Note: Fines collected for this
offense are only to be used to fund local school system safety education programs or the purchase of bicycle helmets
for persons who are financially disadvantaged. AL ST § 32-5A-285(5).
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ALASKA

STATE ALASKA
General Reference: Alaska Statutes
Alaska Administrative Code (AK ADC)

Required Use of Seat Belts: See note *¢

Requirements: I. A person may not operate a motor vehicle unless he is restrained
by a seat belt. AK ST § 28.05.095(a)(2).
I1. A person age 16 or older may not occupy a motor vehicle while
being driven on a highway unless restrained by a seat belt. AK ST

8§ 28.05.095(a)(1).
Primary or Secondary Primary Enforcement: A law enforcement officer cann