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AIIERT NO4IICE

IO: Eactt qrrEr or qEr:ator of a cas Pipelire Facility ard E\teqf State
PipelirE Safety nepresentative

ffp Naticmal T:ranspoftaticr SafeQr Board (llTsts) reerrtfy issred Matiqr
f91-12 related to an Arryusb 1990 e4rleion ard fi:€ in Allentcrn,
Ferrnsylrrania, car:sed try a cr:ack in a A-irdt cast iion gas nair.
Reorurerdation HL-12 states:

Reqtrir€ eadr gas cperator to irplenent a progrn, based on factors srdt
as age, pipe dianeter, qerating pres*tr€, soil corrciveress', e>ci.stirg
gn:affdtic darnage, Ieak history, turiat depth, ard external }oadirg, to
identify ad replace in a planned, tirrely uranner cast. irwr pipiltg
qfst€ms that nay threaten pblic safeQr.

lhe Researctr ard Special Progennls eahinj-stration (RSPA) is equally urerned
tlrat eadr gas pipelire cpa:ator trave a progp:an to identify ard replae thme
cast iron pipirg systens that nay tlrreaten p$Iic safety.

The ^Bnerican Gas Association (AGA) fras recently sent material that has beert
develcped by tlre C;a. Piping $ecfrnlogy urnittee (GPTC) to all pipelire
distribtrtion cperator^s with cast iron pipe to assist thecn in develcp:.rg
procedlrr€s for deter:nrinirg tlre serviceability of the cast i:on pipe ard to
identify tlre cast i::on pipe segnents that nay need rpplacenent. Ihis cPrc
rnterial identifies all of tlre sarrE factor:s set forth in the NISB
reccrmerdation that shculd be mrsidered in a cast irqr pipe rcplaoenert
progn:an. RSPA sr4ports tlre use of tlrese factors in determinirg the cast ircrt
pipe segnents that nay need replacenElrt. If an qnrator has cast i:st pipe
ald fns not reeived tlre mterial, ccrtact. eitlrer Iarry lrgels (7O3/8O4-84il,
or Jdnr Eicl<scr (7O3/84L-8612) of AGA ard request the infornation.

opemtors strculd be awa:e tlrat. corgrter prcEfrarrs are ccrrrercially arailable
that can be used to develop a slet€lnatic replacenent prognran for cast, jron
pipe. Orre of these prognlarrs is th€ Cast-It€n Mairrtenare Oprti:nizatict $etm
(CI}4CS) develcped tlrcugfr researc*r emsorea by the C;as Research Instifute.

Arrrrent pipeline safetlr regulaLions requirc that cast iron pipe on r*tricfi
general ga:apritization is fcn-rd to a @ree wherc a fi:acfure ni$rt result,
m:st be replaced. In addition, the regnrlations reqrfue that cast iron pipe
tiat is erccalrat€d rrn:st be prcrtected against darnage. An cperatorts ccnpliance
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wit}r t&ese requir€rrEnts can be entrarped tryr irrcrpor:atirg all of the c;=r:atorrs
cast i:an reqlursibilities in an effectirrc cast iaqr progan that is cbsigned
to identify ard negrlae cast irsl pipe that nay ttueaten the prblic.
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