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Iftar with a Friend

greeted his guests with a warm farewell.

The host was the Ambassador of the United States of America who told the guests that he was
welcoming them on behalf of President Barrack Obama and conveyed to them the President’s
greetings and best wishes on the occasion of the holy month of Ramadhan. The place was at
the American Embassy in Brussels. The guests consisted of a small group of ambassadors of
major Islamic countries and a large group of Belgian Muslims. Most of the guests were born and
raised in Belgium, and many of them held senior positions in government, parliament,
municipal councils, or the private sector.

During the iftar the host presented a short film recording his visits over the past year to areas of
Brussels in which many Muslims lived and worked as well as to schools that had a large m:lmb'er
of Muslim students. In all of these visits the Ambassador expressed his support for tolerance,
and freedom of religion and expression especially with regard to the wearing of veils by Muslim
students. During the iftar, I learned from the Ambassador that the US State Department had a
special department, headed by an undersecretary, which is focused on relations with Muslim
minority communities throughout the world. In an earlier meeting with the Ambassador, | had
asked about his priorities in Belgium. He responded by saying that one of his main priorities was
establishing bridges of communication and understanding with the Muslim community in
Belgium. '

I am not here in the business of polishing up the image of the United States or that of its
President. | am only stating facts so that we can understand them and react to them



directives. In the Quran God says: “When You are greeted with 3 greeting, greet in return with
what is better than it, or return it equally.” He also says: “Is there any reward for good other
than good?” Such an understanding will inevitably lead to thespread of the proper image of
Islam in the United States and elsewhere. It will also help negate the negative stereotypes of
Islam that linked this great religion with the misguided actions of a few who are falsely aimed
to represent it or speak on its behalf.
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