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NOAA is proud to join with the nation’s ports, the U.S. Navy, and OpSail,
to celebrate the bicentennial of the War of 1812, a pivotal time in our nation’s history.

This special commemorative BookletChart, which adds event berthing areas, historical background, and images to NOAA’s 
regular BookletChart, can be downloaded for printing on any home printer. This Booklet chart has been designed for duplex 
printing (printed on front and back of one sheet). If a duplex option is not available on your printer, you may print each sheet 

and arrange them back-to-back to allow for the proper layout when viewing. 

For the latest information, please check in regularly at nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/WarOf1812.



B ecause of its importance as a hub of international commerce, New York City served several crucial roles in support of the United States’ 

naval effort in the War of 1812: as a source of supplies, manpower, and local defense; as a base for warships and privateers; and as a 

magnet for – and drain on – enemy resources. 

 

  The New York Navy Yard furnished naval supplies, 

equipment, and cannons to arm the U.S. fleets on lakes 

Champlain, Ontario, and Erie. Its shipwrights built and fitted 

out warships on the lakes, and sailors from the New York 

Navy Yard manned those ships. Privateers swarmed out of the 

port of New York into the Atlantic Ocean to prey on British 

seaborne commerce and sent their captured prize ships back 

to be sold in the city’s markets. New York Harbor was the 

homeport of a flotilla of gunboats for the city’s defense, as well 

as the base for several of the Navy’s seagoing warships. The 

U.S. frigate President, which was one of the Navy’s original six 

frigates and had been built, launched, and christened in a New 

York shipyard, was preeminent among the warships operating 

out of New York during the war. 

 

  Recognizing the crucial roles New York played in the U.S. 

economy and war effort, the Royal Navy blockaded the city, 

attempting to prevent trade as well as the sailing of American privateers and ships of war. The blockade forced the U.S. frigate United States, 

which broke out of New York by way of Hell Gate, to take refuge in New London, Connecticut, and remain there for the balance of the war. 

The blockading squadron captured President after 

the American frigate had broken its rudder running 

onto a shoal during an escape attempt. The Royal Navy’s 

blockade was not always successful, however. In early 1815, 

for instance, the sloops of war Hornet and Peacock escaped 

from New York, the former going on to capture the British 

sloop of war Penguin and the latter the British East India 

Company brig Nautilus.  

  Just as the war was drawing to a close in 1815, New 

Yorkers witnessed the launching of the U.S. Navy’s f irst 

steam-powered warship, the f loating battery Demologos 

or Fulton I, designed by Robert Fulton for the defense 

of New York Harbor. Not long after, the city hailed the 

arrival of USS Constitution as the frigate returned to 

America after its spectacular victory over two enemy 

ships, Cyane and Levant, in a single engagement.

New York City, the U.S. Navy, and the War of 1812

USS President captured by a British squadron while attempting to escape New York Harbor, 
January 15, 1815.

(Navy Art Collection, Naval History & Heritage Command)

USS Constitution defeated HMS Cyane and Levant on February 20, 1815.
(Naval History & Heritage Command)



New York and the U.S. Coast Survey

I n 1807, losing ships to accidents in U.S. coastal waters was a common occurrence. The young nation needed nautical charts, so President 
Thomas Jefferson signed a law authorizing the Survey of the Coast. The Survey would measure water depths, establish a spatial reference 

system from which we determine location, and produce the nation’s navigational charts. 

  At the same time, relations between the United States, England, and France grew contentious, and Jefferson instituted an economic embargo 
against the countries. The unsettled international climate, with the U.S. recalling American seamen and effectively terminating the American 
merchant marine and international trade, delayed the Survey of the Coast for the rest of the Jefferson Administration. Jefferson’s successor, James 
Madison, reinstituted the Survey and sent Hassler to Great Britain in late 1811 to procure survey instruments. President Madison declared war on 
Great Britain eight months after Hassler’s arrival in London, and Hassler was unable to return to the U.S. for the duration of the war. 

  After Hassler returned, bringing equipment and some of the best experts in Europe, he started work on a survey of the New York Harbor in 1817. 
His work was interrupted by tensions between civilian and military control of the agency, but those were sorted out in 1832. The first order of business 
was to resume the development of charts for mariners sailing to and from New York. Before the mariners could find their positions on the charts, 
however, Hassler had to “position the continent.” He devised the nation’s geodetic network, with the line of zero longitude of the nation running 
through the middle port of New York.  

  By 1834, the Survey had triangulated the New York coast, and had mapped the shoreline topography. Crews started to take soundings, measuring 
the ocean depths, and discovering new channels. The Survey’s very first charts were a set of six, mapping “New York Bay and Harbor and the 
Environs” in 1843-1845.

T oday, Americas’s coastal waters remain as central to the nation’s prosperity as they were 200 years ago. Mariners still rely on NOAA’s Coast 
Survey navigational charts, constantly updated with the accuracy and precision needed to protect life and property. Over 30,000 historical 

maps and charts are online for your exploration, at nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/history



Plan for fun and safety at the Bicentennial War of 1812 events
Special commemorative charts and posters:  www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/WarOf1812/

Event calendars and websites:  www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/events.html

nowCoast marine observations:  nowcoast.noaa.gov

Marine weather forecasts:  www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm

Tides and Currents:  http://www.ourflagwasstillthere.org/events.html

Buoy observations:  www.ndbc.noaa.gov

NOAA’s Navigation Services serve American communities coast to coast

President Thomas Jefferson  founded the U.S. Coast Survey in 1807 and 
tasked it with creating charts of the nation’s coastal waters so America’s young shipping industry 
could thrive. Today, America’s coastal waters remain as central to the nation’s prosperity as they 
were 200 years ago, and NOAA’s Coast Survey is still making the nation’s charts.

  The nation’s economy depends on a robust and reliable marine transportation system. From America’s 
agricultural communities ‒ whose farm exports reached a record $136.3 billion in 2011 ‒ to the 13 million people 
with jobs that rely on commercial ports, to the 10 million Americans who take a cruise every year, businesses and 
families everywhere rely on a safe, efficient, and dependable marine transportation system. The ships and ports that 
are charged with the safe transport of people and products, in turn, rely on the critical informational infrastructure 
and services provided by NOAA’s Navigation Services.

Stay safe with NOAA nautical charts 
  Recreational boaters, unlike commercial mariners, are not required to carry nautical charts. As coastal waterways 
grow more crowded, however, smart boaters use the latest nautical charts, updated by NOAA with the precision 
and accuracy that mariners rely on. Obtaining the latest chart is easier than ever. It can be as easy as clicking a link. 

www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/charts.htm

NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth’s environment, from the depths of 
the ocean to the surface of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources.  

Visit us online at www.noaa.gov, or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/usnoaagov.  

Follow NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey on Twitter @nauticalcharts.



Excerpts from U.S. Coast Pilot 2, chapter 11 

  The New York City Department of Transportation ferries generally follow a 
prescribed route between The Battery and St. George on Staten Island, placing 
them to the extreme right-hand side of the channel. All mariners are strongly 
encouraged not to transit close aboard of the ferry slips at The Battery and St. 
George due to ferries maneuvering.

  The Narrows, connecting Lower Bay and Upper Bay of New York Harbor, has 
a clear width of over 0.6 mile at its narrowest point between Fort Wadsworth and 
Fort Hamilton. The Verrazano Narrows Bridge, a fixed suspension span, crosses 
The Narrows at these two points linking Staten Island with Brooklyn. The bridge 
has a vertical clearance of 215 feet for a midchannel width of 2,000 feet. Note: A 
traveling maintenance platform, when in operation, reduces the vertical clearances 
by 15 feet. A sound signal is sounded from the eastern end of the bridge. A safety 
zone is near the eastern end of the bridge. (See 165.1 through 165.9, 165.20 
through 165.23, and 165.172, chapter 2, for limits and regulations.)

  Coast Guard Station New York is on the east side of Staten Island about 0.6 
mile northwest of the Verrazano Narrows Bridge.

  Upper Bay is that portion of New York Harbor between The Narrows and 
The Battery. Anchorage Channel, marked by lighted buoys, is the main passage 
through the middle of the bay. Bay Ridge Flats is a shoal area with depths of 
8 to 20 feet east of Anchorage Channel. Gowanus Flats is at the north end of 
Bay Ridge Flats. Jersey Flats, the area on the New Jersey side west of Anchorage 
Channel, is much shoaler with a least depth of 5 feet. Channels have been dredged 
through these shoal areas to provide access to the piers on both sides of the bay.

  Bay Ridge Channel, Red Hook Channel, and Buttermilk Channel follow 
the Brooklyn piers from The Narrows to East River. Midchannel depths in these 
channels are generally 25 to 40 feet with lesser depths on the sides; the area is 
subject to shoaling. See the latest chart for guidance. Caution should be exercised 
when docking and undocking vessels along the southeasterly side of Bay Ridge 
Channel because the current may flow in a direction opposite to the normal 
channel flow, especially between the piers. The Brooklyn Cruise Terminal is at Pier 
12 on Atlantic Basin. Commuter ferry services operate extensively in Buttermilk 
Channel.

  Gowanus Bay, at the junction of Bay Ridge and Red Hook Channels, is a 
bight in the Brooklyn shore at the mouth of Gowanus Canal. A dredged channel 
leads from Gowanus Bay to the Hamilton Avenue Bridge, about 1 mile above the 
mouth of the bay.

  The improved section of Gowanus Canal above Hamilton Avenue has depths 
of about 8 to 12 feet. The Third Street, Carroll Street, and Union Street bridges 
across the canal have the following minimum clearances: drawbridges, 3 feet; 
fixed bridges, 90 feet. The fixed bridge across that part of the canal which extends 
southward along Fifth Street has a clearance of 20 feet. (See 117.1 through 
117.59 and 117.787, chapter 2, for drawbridge regulations.)

  The Hamilton Avenue and Ninth Street drawbridges, 1 and 1.2 miles above the 
entrance of Gowanus Bay, respectively, are equipped with radiotelephones. The 
bridgetenders monitor VHF-FM channel 13; call signs KX–8183 and KX–8186, 
respectively.

  Erie Basin, just north of Gowanus Bay, is entered from Red Hook Channel. 
The entrance is marked by a light and the basin is marked by private lighted and 
unlighted buoys.

  East River is a 14-mile-long tidal strait that connects Upper Bay with Long 
Island Sound. For description of East River and the route to New York Harbor 
from Long Island Sound, see East River (indexed as such), chapter 9.

  Governors Island is at the Upper Bay entrance to East River. The hexagonal-
shaped Fort Jay is prominent on the northeast side of the island, and the circular 
Castle William is on the northwest side. The main channel is westward of the 
island. Lights and sound signals are near the southern tip and on the northwest 
side of the island, on top of Castle William.

  Liberty Island, on the eastern part of Jersey Flats across the main channel from 
Governors Island, is marked by the Statue of Liberty, a colossal structure more 
than 305 feet high; the figure faces southeastward. In 2000, depths of 15 to 21 feet 
were available in the dredged area near the pier on the west side of the island. The 
U.S. Park Police marine unit operates from a floating platform on the northwest 
end of Ellis Island.

  Robbins Reef Light (40°39'27"N., 74°03'55"W.) 56 feet above the water, is 
shown from a conical tower, with the lower half brown and the upper half white, 
on the southeastern part of Jersey Flats.
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This BookletChart is published by 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey 
nauticalcharts.noaa.gov 

What are nautical charts?
  Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. The show water 
depths, obstructions, buoys, and other aids to navigation. The information 
promotes safe and efficient navigation.  
  Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial ships that carry goods to and 
from America’s shores. They are also used on every Navy and Coast Guard ship, 
fishing boats, and passenger vessels. Smart recreational boaters also carry nautical 
charts.

What is a BookletChart?
The BookletChart helps recreational boaters locate themselves on water. It has 
been reduced in scale for convenience, but otherwise contains all the information 

of the full-scale nautical chart. (This special commemorative edition also contains 
event and historical information not available on full-scale charts.) The bar scales 
are reduced, but accurately measure distances. (See the note at the bottom of 
page X for the reduction in scale applied to this chart.Whenever possible, use the 
official full-scale NOAA nautical chart for navigation. Check your local marine 
store, or go to nauticalcharts.noaa.gov for a list of chart agents. This BookletChart 
does not fulfill chart carriage requirements forregulated commercial vessels under 
Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status
This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published in the U.S. 
Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners and, where applicable, the Canadian Coast 
Guard Notice to Mariners. NOAA has made additional chart corrections in 
advance of their publication in a Notice to Mariners. Coast Pilot excerpts are not 
updated from the time of publication.



NEW YORK WAR OF 1812 COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLETCHARTS
All naval vessels have a 500 yard Naval Vessel Protection Zone around them. This zone is in effect at all times 
except when the naval vessel is moored in a restricted area. When within this 500 yard zone, all vessels shall 
operate at the minimum safe speed necessary to maintain course and shall proceed as directed by the Coast 
Guard or Navy. No vessel or person is allowed within 100 yards of naval vessels without permission of the Captain 
of the Port. In addition, the U.S. Coast Guard has established a safety zone around the Fleet Week Parade of Ships 
including all waters 500 yards ahead and astern and 200 yards on each side of the column of vessels.

No vessels are authorized within the restricted area around the Stapleton Homeport Pier on Staten Island.

No vessels are authorized within 250 yards of the Manhattan Cruise Terminal on the Hudson River between the 
southeast corner of Pier 86 and the northeast corner of Pier 92, with the exception of scheduled cruise ship arrivals 
and departures.

Entry into or movement within the restricted zones is prohibited unless authorized by the Coast Guard Captain of 
the Port or the designated on-scene representative. Any person violating this regulation is subject to a penalty of up 
to $50,000 and imprisonment for not more than 5 years.
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Participating Ships
Berthing Area
(See notes on page 7 for 
additional information)
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VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the waterways:
  Channel 6 – Inter-ship safety communications.
  Channel 9 – Communications between boats and ship-to-coast.
  Channel 13 – Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, and harbors.
  Channel 16 – Emergency, distress and safety calls to Coast Guard 
and others, and to initiate calls to other vessels. Contact the other vessel, 
agree to another channel, and then switch.
  Channel 22A – Calls between the Coast Guard and the public. 
Severe weather warnings, hazards to navigation and safety warnings are 
broadcast here.
  Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A – Recreational boat channels.

Distress Call Procedures
1. Make sure radio is on.
2. Select Channel 16.
3. Press/Hold the transmit button.
4. Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
5. Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description; Position and/or Location; 
Nature of Emergency; Number of People on Board.

6. Release transmit button.
7. Wait for 10 seconds — If no response Repeat MAYDAY call.

HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS!

Mobile Phones — Call 911 for water rescue.
  Coast Guard Group Activities New York  718–354–4120
  Coast Guard Kings Point  516–672–4911
  New York State Police  877–672–4911
  New York City Police  718–765–4100
  Coast Guard Atlantic Area Cmd  757–398–6390

NOAA Weather Radio (MHz) — 162.400, 162.425, 162.450, 162.475, 
162.500, 162.525, 162.550

Getting and Giving Help — Signal other boaters using visual distress 
signals (flares, orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; horns; and on 
your VHF radio. You are required by law to help boaters in trouble. 
Respond to distress signals, but do not endanger yourself.

Official NOAA Nautical Charts – NOAA surveys and charts the 
national and territorial waters of the U.S., including the Great Lakes. 
We produce over 1,000 traditional nautical charts covering 3.4 million 
square nautical miles. Carriage of official NOAA charts is mandatory on 
the commercial ships that carry our commerce. They are used on every 
Navy and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely 
carried by recreational boaters. NOAA charts are available from official 
chart agents listed at: www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov

Official Print-on-Demand Nautical Charts – These full-scale 
NOAA charts are updated weekly by NOAA for all Notice to Mariner 
corrections. They have additional information added in the margin to 
supplement the chart. Print-on-Demand charts meet all federal chart 
carriage regulations for charts and updating. Produced under a public/
private partnership between NOAA and OceanGrafix, LLC, suppliers of 
these premium charts are listed at www.oceangrafix.com

Official Electronic Navigational Charts (NOAA ENCs®) – ENCs 
are digital files of each chart’s features and their attributes for use in 
computer-based navigation systems. ENCs comply with standards of the 
International Hydrographic Organization. ENCs and their updates are 
available for free from NOAA at www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov

Official Raster Navigational Charts (NOAA RNCs™) – RNCs are 
geo-references digital pictures of NOAA’s charts that are suitable for use 
in computer-based navigation systems. RNCs comply with standards of 
the International Hydrographic Organization. RNCs and their updates 
are available for free from NOAA at www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov

Official BookletCharts™ – BookletCharts™ are reduced scale NOAA 
charts organized in page-sized pieces. The “Home Edition” can be 

downloaded from NOAA for free and printed from 
www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/bookletcharts

Official PocketCharts™ – PocketCharts™ are for beginning 
recreational boaters to use for planning and locating, but not for real 
navigation. Measuring a convenient 13" by 19", they have a ⅓ scale 
chart on one side and safety, boating and educational information on the 
reverse. they can be purchased at retail outlets and on the Internet.

Official U.S. Coast Pilot® – The Coast Pilots are nine text volumes 
containing information important to navigators such as channel 
descriptions, port facilities, anchorages, bridge and cable clearances, 
currents, prominent features, weather, dangers, and Federal Regulations. 
They supplement the charts and are available from NOAA chart agents 
or may be downloaded for free at www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov

Official On-Line Chart Viewer – All NOAA nautical charts are 
viewable here on-line using any Internet browser. Each chart is up-to-
date with the most recent Notices to Mariners. Use these on-line charts 
as a ready reference or planning tool. www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/viewer

Official Nautical Chart Catalogs – Large format, regional catalogs are 
available for free from official chart agents. Page size, state catalogs are 
posted on the Internet and can be printed at home for free. 
www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/ccatalogs.htm

Internet Sites
www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
www.noaa.gov
www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
www.nos.noaa.gov

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

NOAA CHARTING PUBLICATIONS


