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50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Findings on Petitions to
List Populations of the Western Snowy
Plover and the California Mountain
Lion

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service.
Interior,
ACTION: Noticeof findings on petitions.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceannounces90-daypetition
findings for two petitions to amendthe
Lists of EndangeredandThreatened
Wildlife andPlants.Substantial
informationhasbeenpresentedthata
petition to list coastalwesternsnowy
ploversmaybe warranted.Substantial
informationhasnot beenpresentedthat
listing aSantaMonicaMountains
populationof theCalifornia mountain
lion maybewarranted.

DATES: Thefindingsannouncedin this
noticeweremadein July 1988.
Commentsandinformation maybe
submitteduntil furthernotice.

ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsregardingthecoastalwestern
snowy ploverpetitionmaybesubmitted
to theSupervisor,FishandWildlife
EnhancementField Station,727 N.E.
24th Avenue,Portland,Oregon97232.
Information, comments,or questions
regardingtheSantaMonicaMountains
mountainlion petitionmaybe submitted
to theField Supervisor,Fishand
Wildlife EnhancementField Station.
FederalBuilding, 24000Avila Road,
LagunaNiguel, California92677.The
petitions, findings,supportingdata,and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theabove
addresses.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTAC’fl
Mr. RussellD. Peterson,at theabove
Portland,Oregon,Field Stationaddress
(telephone503/231—6179 or VFS 429—

6179); Ms. NancyKaufman,at theabove
LagunaNiguel.California,FieldStation
address(telephone714/643—4270 orFl’S
796—4270).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act), as amendedin
1982 (16U.S.C.1531 etseq.),requires
that the U.S. FishandWildlife Service
(Service)makea finding on whethera
petitionto list, delist,orreclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
thatthepetitionedactionmaybe
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90 daysof thereceiptof the
petition,andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptlyin theFederal
Register.lithe finding is positive,the
Serviceis also requiredto promptly
commenceareviewof thestatusof the
involvedspecies.TheServicehas
receivedandmade90-dayfindingson
thefollowing petitions.

A petitionfrom Dr. j. P. Myers, Senior
VicePresident,NationalAudubon
Society,w~sdatedMarch 11, 1988,and
receivedon March 24, 1988.It requested
thataPacific coastpopulationof the
westernsnowyplover,Charadrius
a/axondrinusnivosus,be addedto the
list of threatenedspecies.Thepetitioner
submittedinformationdocumentingthe
declineof, currentstatusof, andthreats
to coastalwesternsnowy plovers.The
numberof birds nestingin coastal
Washington.Oregon,andCalifornia,
hasdeclinedby about50 percentin the
pasttwo decadesdespiteprotective
effortsby theaffectedStates,Primary
factorshavebeenhabitatloss and
alterationfrom recreation,coastal
developments,andintroduction of
Europeanbeachgrass.Nest
abandonmentandpredationhavealso
beensignificant. Questionspertainingto
thesignificanceof interchangebetween
coastalandinterior stocksof the
subspeciesanddemarcationof the
subspeciesitself remainto be answered.
Nonetheless,the Servicefound that the
petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationindicatingthat the
requestedactionmaybe warranted.
Formal reviewof thestatusof theentire
subspeciesCharadriusalexandrinus
nivosushasbeenin progresssincethe
Service’sDecember30, 1982vertebrate
noticeof review(47FR 58454).

A petitionfromMr. SeanManion, on
behalfof theTopanga-LasVirgenes
ResourceConservationDistrict of
California,wasdatedApril 12, 1988, and
receivedon April 25, 1988. The
petitionerrequestedthat aSanta
MonicaMountainspopulationof the

Californiamountainlion (Fe/isconco/or
cczlifornica)beaddedto thelist of
endangeredspecies.After reviewof the
petitionandsupportingdocumentation,
theFish andWildlife Servicefinds that
thepetitiondoesnot presentsubstantial
informationthattherequestedaction
maybewarranted.

Therangeof the Californiamountain
lion encompassesmostofCalifornia,
southernOregon,westernNevada.and
southernBajaCalifornia. Mexico.The
lion is distributedthroughoutthe
majority of its historic rangeandthe
populationappearsto be stableor
increasing.Although thepetition
presentsinformationsuggesting
deteriorationof thelions’ habitat in the
SantaMonica mountains,thereis
insufficientevidencethatwould support
a determinationthat theseanimals
constituteacompletelyisolated
subpopulationor that thestatusof the
species,asawhole, is decliningoverall
ora significantportion of its range.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Ms.
JackieCampbell,U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service,500N.E. MultnomahStreet,
Suite1692,Portland,Oregon97232 (503/
231—6150orFl’S 429—6150).

Authority

Theauthority for this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended:Pub. L. 93—205,87 Stat.884;
Pub.L. 94—359,90 Stat.911; Pub.L. 95—
632,92 Stat.3751; Pub.L. 96-159,93 Stat.
1225; Pub.L. 97—304,96 Stat. 1411 (16
U.S.C.1531 etseq.);Pub. L. 99—625,100
Stat. 3500(1986), unlessotherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife.
Fish,Marine mammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:October26, 1988.
SusanRecce
AssistantSecretaryfor Fish and Wildlife and
Parhs
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