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NTSB’s MissionNTSB’s Mission

NTSB is an independent federal 
agency, charged by Congress to 

investigate transportation 
accidents, determine probable 

cause, and issue safety 
recommendations.  



Other NTSB 
Responsibilities:
Other NTSB 
Responsibilities:
• Acts as U.S. accredited 

representative to foreign 
aviation accidents under 
the provisions of the 
International Civil 
Aviation Authority (ICAO) 
agreements.



• Provides family assistance 
following accidents.

• Evaluates the effectiveness of 
emergency responses to 
hazardous materials 
accidents.
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IndependenceIndependence

The NTSB reports 
directly to Congress.
The NTSB reports 
directly to Congress.



In 41 years …In 41 years …
• 130,000 accident investigations

– 120,0000 aviation accidents

• 12,769 safety recommendations
– 82 percent overall acceptance 

Our independence is crucial to our mission.Our independence is crucial to our mission.





FacilitiesFacilities
• Headquartered in Washington, DC
• 10 Regional Offices
• NTSB Training Center
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The BoardThe Board

• 5 Members, appointed by the 
President, with advice and consent 
of the Senate
– 5 year term



What Do Board Members Do?What Do Board Members Do?
• Participate in Board Meetings

– Deliberate Accident Findings, Determine  
Probable Cause, Issue Safety 
Recommendations 

– Adopt “Most Wanted List”
– Adopt Safety Studies

• Vote on Opinions and Orders
• Congressional and Legislative  

Testimony
• Advocate Safety Issues  
• Serve as NTSB Spokesperson on Major 

Accidents





PropellersPropellers









Light Bulb AnalysisLight Bulb Analysis



Light Bulb FilamentsLight Bulb Filaments



• Was this light 
illuminated or 
extinguished at 
impact?



Cockpit 
Instruments (JFK Jr)
Cockpit 
Instruments (JFK Jr)



Airspeed Indicator Witness MarksAirspeed Indicator Witness Marks



Post On-Scene WorkPost On-Scene Work
Additional fact-finding work

- including laboratory testing –
continues for several months.

Additional fact-finding work
- including laboratory testing –
continues for several months.



US Airways ExpressUS Airways Express

January 25, 2007



January 25, 2007









Cirrus SR20 Accident
N929CD
Cirrus SR20 Accident
N929CD

Manhattan, New York
October 11, 2006













NTSB’s Probable CauseNTSB’s Probable Cause
“... the pilots’ inadequate planning, 

judgment, and airmanship in the 
performance of a 180º turn 
maneuver inside of a limited turning 
space.”



Career Opportunities at 
Safety Board

Career Opportunities at 
Safety Board



“Public service is one of the highest 
callings in the land. You have the 

opportunity to make a positive 
impact on families, communities, 
states and sometimes the world.”
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