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Are you prepared?





The million dollar question?

• Are you prepared 
to interface with 
NTSB if there is 
an accident at 
your airport? 

• Do you understand the party system?
• Who will be your party coordinator?
• Are you familiar with NTSB’s rules and practices? 



Two Types of NTSB Investigations

Field Investigations

Go-Team Investigation



The Party Process

The NTSB designates parties to the investigation to those 
organizations that can provide technical expertise.



Value of the Party System 

• Parties provide 
technical expertise

• Parties provide checks 
and balances to the 
process of accident 
investigation

• Transparency



Who are parties? 

Typically, parties include:
• FAA (by law)
• Air carrier
• Airframe manufacturer
• Engine manufacturer
• Major component manufacturer
• Pilot, ATC, maintenance and 

flight attendant union 
representatives

• Airport Authorities 



Important Opportunities 

• Party submissions 

• Party meetings with board 
members



Keeping out of trouble 

• Do not speculate on the 
cause of an accident with 
the press

• Do not withhold information 
from the NTSB

• Do not conduct a parallel 
investigation  

• Always plan for and devote 
the proper resources to the 
investigation



WWW.NTSB.GOV



WWW.NTSB.GOV





We all share the same goal

“From tragedy we 
draw knowledge to 
improve the safety 
of us all.” 






	Working with NTSB�in Wake of an Accident
	Slide Number 2
	The million dollar question?
	Two Types of NTSB Investigations
	The Party Process
	 Value of the Party System �
	Who are parties? 
	Important Opportunities 
	Keeping out of trouble 
	WWW.NTSB.GOV
	WWW.NTSB.GOV
	Slide Number 12
	We all share the same goal
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

