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 R. Michael Alvarez received his B.A. from Carleton College, and his Ph.D. from 
Duke University, both in political science.  He has taught at the California Institute of 
Technology his entire career, focusing on elections, voting behavior, election 
technology, and research methodologies.  He has written or edited a number of 
books (most recently, Evaluating Elections:  A Handbook of Methods and Standards) 
and scores of academic articles and reports.   

  He has studied elections throughout the world, including recent research in 
Argentina and Estonia, and has worked closely with public officials in many 
locations to improve their elections.   Much of his recent work has examined the use 
of new technologies to improve the accuracy and accessibility of the electoral 
process.   Alvarez is one of the few researchers in the world who has examined in 
detail both the problems facing many voters with special needs, and how new 
technologies can help mitigate those problems.  Examples of this research are his 
2004 book on Internet voting (Point, Click and Vote) and his more recent 2008 study 
of electronic voting (Electronic Elections). 
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He was named to the Scientific American 50 in 2004 for his research on voting 
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