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“So you think you’re a leader!  In today’s terms, that means you’re a 
manager of  resources, a supervisor, knowledgeable in human rela-
tions and communications, and a problem solver. If  these topics 
seem rusty maybe it’s time to go back to school...so courses are avail-
able and what you do with this information is up to you, but remem-
ber, education is a continuing process.”
   - Col. Justin Berger, August 1974

“I am very proud and pleased to know that the hours of  dedication 
and sacrifice of  every unit member paid off  in such a great honor as 
the Wilson Trophy.”
   - Col. John Olson, November 1981

“The challenges that lay ahead are great - the sacrifices will be tough-
but the right to live and be free is worth it. That’s my challenge to 
you as I finish my final commander’s column - be the best you can 
possibly be.”
   - Col. Philip G. Killey, March 1987

“You have the right to expect a commitment to quality from your 
leaders and fellow guardsmen.  We are all expected to work to be the 
best.  As we prepare for a demanding year of  training in 1993 we 
have the right to take pride in a quality effort this past year and to 
work confidently together knowing that we will do even better next 
year!”
   - Col. Brian Bade, November 1992

“Many things have changed during my time in the 114th Fighter 
Wing.  We have had changes in aircraft, missions, buildings, and how 
we do day-to-day operations.  Our personnel and aircraft deploy 
around the world and outstanding performance is the norm wherever 
we go.  You and your fellow “Fightin’ Lobos” are what have made 
this unit consistently outstanding throughout the years.”
   - Lt. Col. Tom Lien, October 2002

“The 114 FW was recently honored by receiving the John Pesch 
Flight Safety Award. The Wing has an excellent safety record. This 
record is the result of  exceptional teamwork, attention to detail and, 
most importantly, not accepting anything but the very best. All unit 
members should take pride in receiving this award. My congratula-
tions go out to all of  you on this award.”
   - Col. Steve Doohen, November 2004

“While the future of  what specifically will be required downrange 
for AEF’s remains uncertain, we can be assured that it can’t be done 
without the Air National Guard.  Our transformation from a strategic 
to operational reserve force continues to provide a relevant and reli-
able solution for our nation.”
   - Col. Russ Walz, October 2009

.................A word from past commanders.................
A look bAck At commAnder 
comments from pAst 
thunderbumpers

Col. Justin L. Berger
Commander, 1966-1980

Col. John N. Olson
Commander, 1980-1983
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Col. Brian C. Bade
Commander, 1987-1993
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Commander, 1993-2002
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After 39 years and 409 issues, 
the Thunderbumper bids farewell.  
This will be the last issue of  the 
South Dakota Air National Guard 
Thunderbumper publication.  Vol-
ume one, number one of  the titled 
“Thunderbumper” was written 
on a typewriter, photocopied, and 
hand delivered to our unit mem-
bers in February 1973.

You may question the origin of  
this unusual title and the story is 
printed in the first issue in 1973  
explaining this name.  It goes;

The name THUNDERBUMPER 
is a term used by pilots in defining an 
atmospheric event containing a number 
of  up and down air currents, clouds, tur-
bulence, lightning, and shriek moments 
of  excitement and sometimes outstanding 
terror while flying through.  The techni-
cal meteorological term for this event is 
a thunderstorm.  We really don’t want 
this newsletter to be a thunderbumper, 
no matter how it appears, but it sounded 
like a good name. 

Prior to February 1973, sev-

eral other titles were used for the 
news-sharing publications put 
out to unit members.  These in-
cluded the earliest issues of  the 
175th Vapor Trails in June 1951 
and the simply titled Air Guard 
News from July 1958.  Whatever 
they were called, the publications 
were written by unit members, 
for unit members and kept us in 
touch with the events of  the time 
and also now provide us with a 
historical record of  the unit’s past 
events.

The 114th Fighter Wing Public 
Affairs office will continue to pro-
vide unit members with the news 
of  the unit by using the technolo-
gy of  today and the future.  Web-
sites and social media have taken 
over and made our ability to share 
our news and photographs much 
quicker and in many cases in liv-
ing color and action.  Visit our 
website at www.114fw.ang.af.mil  
for news stories, press releases 
and videos.

What’s the news of the day?
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February 1973 marked the first issue of  the 
“Thunderbumper”, the newspaper of  the South 
Dakota Air National Guard. It was introduced with 
the following editorial comment:

“The Thunderbumper is a monthly newsletter 
about and for the members of  the South Dakota 
Air National Guard.  It will be as good as the 
members want it to be by the submission of  news 
to the contributing editor for each squadron.  The 
name Thunderbumper is a term used by pilots in 
defining an atmospheric event containing a number 
of  up and down air currents, clouds, turbulence, 
lightning, and shriek moments of  excitement and 
sometimes outstanding terror while flying through.  
The technical meteorological term for this event is a 
thunderstorm.  We really don’t want this newsletter 
to be a thunderbumper, no matter how it appears, 
but it sounded like a good name.”

The first issue was marked by a philosophy which 
has continued - that there should be a mix of  both 
national and unit news stories, official and human 
interest, straightforward news and a bit of  gossip.  
Among the news items that were reported in the 
first issue, want ads were a mixture of  humor and 
serious offers.  Gordon Bolton was attempting to 
sell a 17-foot canoe.  Others were wishing to buy 
a used toupe cheap as well as someone seeking to 
locate a right front fender for a ‘54 Olds (not rust).

The “Thunderbumper” began as a one-page 
publication, rapidly growing in size and in the variety 
of  what it offered its readers.  Like its namesake, the 
thunderstorm, the “Thunderbumper” has chronicled 
the winds of  change which have swept across the 
United States over the years.  It has been an observer, 
a reporter, and a commentator on the changing 
American scene.

The February 1973 issue reported the tragic 
death of  Lt. Col. Les Young, commander of  the 
175th Tactical Fighter Squadron, in an auto accident 
while on a deployment to Holloman AFB, New 
Mexico.  The March issue urged readers to send 
letters to television networks, encouraging their 
continuing coverage of  the return of  American 
prisoners of  war.  The Vietnam War remained in 
focus as quotes from Lt. Col. Leo K. Thorsness 
expressed his appreciation of  support as he 
returned home from his status as a prisoner of  war.  
Themes of  patriotism, the importance of  a strong 
military posture, and the love of  country have been 
consistent throughout.

Technological advances have also been profiled.  
With the growth of  the South Dakota Air National 

Guard and its increasing links with the Air Force, 
the equipment has been more complex, and the 
upgrading of  skills necessary for their operation.  
Computerized systems became more and more a 
part of  our every day operations, as the equipment 
got “smarter” and as the need for the organizing and 
rapid retrieval of  information became increasingly 
vital.  The summer of  1977 saw the welcoming of  
the A-7D aircraft and articles described just what 
was necessary to convert from one aircraft system 
to another.

As the unit added members and became more 
specialized, there was a need to inform people of  
what was going on in various shops around the base 
and the kind of  work they do.  Features on parachute 
packers, firemen, fuel storage and handling, artists, 
aircraft inspectors, security operations, and overall 
plans for improvements around the base were 
written.

As the South Dakota Air National Guard 
mission increasingly focused on a worldwide 
operational capability, articles were written describing 
deployments:  May 1976 - Italy; Fall 1978 - Norway; 
June 1981 - Volk Field, Wisconsin; September 
1982 - Portugal; and May 1985 - England.  Other 
deployments to Arizona and the Panama Canal 
Zone that have been ongoing in recent years have 
been profiled.

The “Thunderbumper” has welcomed three 
Group Commanders to their posts, and bid goodbye 
to many members, both officer and enlisted.  Some 
of  these people date back to the original crew who 
had a hand in creating the unit and are a part of  its 
history.  Their personal commitments to excellence 
and their motivation to pursue these goals have 
benefited our organization immeasurably.

Along the way many people have made the 
“Thunderbumper” possible.  Thanks to the 
contributing editors who faithfully have submitted 
information about what their squadrons have been 
doing.  The Photo Lab people who bring stories to 
life with their photo coverage.  The Publications 
people are often on a hectic race with the clock to 
print the paper each month.  Finally, appreciation 
goes to the people who have been part of  the 
“Thunderbumper” staff  through the years.  Their 
help has been greatly valued.

Since the printing of  this article in the 1986 
South Dakota Air National Guard 40th Anniversary 
book, the Thunderbumper has seen alot of  changes 
and even more history in the making.

1990 brought about the beginning of  Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm and the unit conversion to the 
F-16 followed closely in 1991.

The Thunderbumper continued to report on 
the changing times at the unit to include the unit’s 
first combat mission with the F-16C in support 
of  Operation Provide Comfort II to Incirlik AB, 
Turkey in 1993/1994.  Throughout the 1990’s the 
Thunderbumper continued to report on the activities 
of  unit members to include those deployed to 
locations overseas.  This made the Thunderbumper 
not only valued by the members of  the unit, but also 
by the families and retirees left back home waiting for 
word about loved ones and their activities.

September 11, 2001 is a day in history that will 
not be forgotten and the Thunderbumper did it’s 
best in the aftermath of  this tragedy to inform 
and console the members of  the South Dakota Air 
National Guard.

As our participation in both Air Expeditionary 
Force (AEF) and Expeditionary Combat Support 
(ECS) deployments increased, the Thunderbumper 
continued to report on these and other local unit 
activities, continually changing it’s appearance as 
technology and our capabilities grew.

The merger of  Visual Information and Public 
Affairs which began in 2005 confirmed what many 
of  the members of  these two shops already knew; 
that stories and pictures go hand-in-hand to tell our 
story and so it made sense that the two offices be 
combined.  Unfortunately with the combining of  
these offices, also came the loss of  manning and 
some funding.  The Thunderbumper was forced to 
go from a monthly publication to an every other 
month publication.  We had fewer people to do the 
job  and less money to work with.  In order to keep 
the unit members informed of  events taking place 
on the off  months, the Public Affairs office began 
creating the “Lobo NOTAMs” in 2005.

As technology started to increase and we 
became much more “web” savvy, the public affairs 
office followed the movement and began to use the 
worldwide web to share stories and pictures.  The 
unit’s public website, e-mail, and social network sites 
like facebook and flickr make it easier and more 
convenient to get information on unit activities to 
our members.

The Public Affairs office will continue to share 
the stories and photos of  the South Dakota Air 
National Guard with our members through the use 
of  the technology of  the future, but we will also 
maintain our past by reflecting back on past issues 
of  our cherished THUNDERBUMPER.
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The following was taken from the South Dakota Air National Guard’s 40th anniversary book 
published in 1986 and was written by Tech. Sgt. Larry Green.  Updated information is provided 
by Senior Master Sgt. Nancy Ausland.
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The Thunderbumper has not only been a source of  information for 
thousands of  unit members of  the South Dakota Air National Guard, but 
also an award winning publication.

Under the guidance of  then 1st Lt., Ruth Christopherson, the publica-
tion won second place in the National Guard Association of  the United 
States publication contest in 1990.  Not to be outdone by his wife after 
taking over as the Officer in Charge of  Public Affairs, then Capt., Reid 
Christopherson, led the Public Affairs team to a first place win in 1992 in 
the same contest.

The Christopherson’s have a long history with the 114th Fighter Wing 
Public Affairs office and not only have both Reid and Ruth Christopher-
son served in the office, but their son, Nathan (below photo) enlisted into 
the base Visual Information shop in 1998.

Award winning publications
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Public Affairs Officers
• Col. John Kittelson 
• Col. Janet [Auch] Drew
• Major Dan Hacking
• Col. Ruth Christopherson
• Lt. Col. Reid Christopherson 
• Lt. Col. Kristin Baur
• Major Fay Ludens
• Major Don Jorgenson
• Capt. Michael Frye

Public Affairs Enlisted
• Master Sgt. Darrell Modica
• Tech. Sgt. Larry Green
• Tech. Sgt. Marilyn MacTaggart
• Master Sgt. Sara Hilmoe

Information Management
• Tech. Sgt. Dick Schmidt
• Master Sgt. Tori Hofer
• Staff  Sgt. Leah Anderson 
• Amn Kevin Watson
• Staff  Sgt. Kristi Niedert
• Staff  Sgt. Jennifer Masterson

Visual Information Enlisted
• Tech. Sgt. Elmer Ibis 
• Tech. Sgt. Larry Watkins
• Command Chief  Master Sgt. Ron Roos
• Master Sgt. Mark Leyba
• Tech. Sgt. Bob Striek
• Master Sgt. Dave Sonnichsen 
• Staff  Sgt.  Ron Christenson
• Senior Master Sgt. Dennis Riswold
• Tech. Sgt. Robert Watkins
• Airman 1st Class Kevin Parker
• Mater Sgt. Michael Chambers
• Senior Master Sgt. Scott Leebens
• Senior Airman Nathan Christopherson 
• Chief  Master Sgt. Don Mcleer
• Tech. Sgt. Kristin Baur
• Staff  Sgt. Michael Frye
• Staff  Sgt. Anne Fodness 
• Airman 1st Class Bob Griffith
• Tech. Sgt. Dwight Wollman
• Sgt. Jon Heisel
• Senior Airman Amber Fountain
• Senior Airman Care Bosanco
• Tech. Sgt. Tina Flynn

• Staff  Sgt. Jody Clark
• Staff  Sgt. Curt Sabag
• Staff  Sgt. Cindy Miller 
• Tech. Sgt. John Slieter 
• Senior Airman Chris Lottman
• Staff  Sgt. Miranda Skiles

Reprographics [Print Shop] Enlisted
• Chief  Master Sgt. Dan Jennings
• Senior Master Sgt. Kim Barnhart
• Master Sgt. Jim Prostrollo
• Senior Master Sgt. Nancy Ausland
•   Master Sgt. Gregory Johnson
• Staff  Sgt. Bart Metzger

Historian Enlisted
• Tech. Sgt. Larry Green
• Senior Master Sgt. Terrence Oppold
• Staff  Sgt. Brandi Shabino 
• Chief  Master Sgt. Glenda Blom
• Senior Master Sgt. Denise Likness

Current Public Affairs Office
•   PAO Select - Tech. Sgt. Jessica Bak
• Senior Master Sgt. Nancy Ausland 
• Master Sgt. Christopher Stewart
• Tech. Sgt. Jared Hinsch
• Tech. Sgt. Quinton Young
• Staff  Sgt. Trisha Smeenk

Thunderbumper alumni
There have been many people over the years who have contributed 

to making the Thunderbumper possible.  Thunderbumper alumni 
include members of  the public affairs office as well as members of  
visual information, information management, reprographics, and base 
historians.

We hope this list includes all members who have given you this 
great product over the past 39 years but if  we did miss a name or two, 
we apologize for the error.

Ruth Christopherson

Larry Green and Marilyn 
MacTaggart

Base Visual Information staff in 1993.

Master Sgt. Sara Hilmoe interviewing Lt. 
Col. Jeffery Wish.

Left to right; Jim Prostollo, 
Gregory Johnson and Kim 
Barnhart

Chief Master Sgt. 
Ron Roos



Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch
Adjutant General

 Brig. Gen. Wayne Shanks
Assistant Adjutant General for Air

Col. Russ Walz
Commander, 114th Fighter Wing

Public Affairs Staff:

Senior Master Sgt. Nancy Ausland
NCOIC, Public Affairs

Master Sgt. Chris Stewart
Still Photographer

Tech. Sgt. Jared Hinsch
Broadcast Journalist

Tech. Sgt. Quinton Young
Still Photographer

Staff  Sgt. Trisha Smeenk
Journalist
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This funded Air Force Newspaper is an 
authorized publication for the members of 
the U.S. military services. Contents of the 
Thunderbumper are not necessarily the 
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, 
or the Department of the Air Force.

The editorial content is edited, prepared, 
and provided by the Public Affairs Office 
of the 114 Fighter Wing. All photographs 
are Air Force photographs unless otherwise 
indicated.

The Thunderbumper Material: 
This is the last printed issue of the 
Thunderbumper.  Thank you to all those 
members who contributed to it’s content 
over the years. 

Questions, contact the Public Affairs 
Office at (605)988-5946 or DSN 798-7946.

Base Visual Information Services, or the “Photo Lab” as it was called, in 1986.  From left to 
right; Master Sgt. Mark Leyba, Tech. Sgt. Robert Watkins, Airman 1st Class Kevin Parker, 
Master Sgt. Dennis Riswold, Senior Master Sgt. Ron Roos, Sgt. Scott Leebens, and Tech. 
Sgt. Dave Sonnichsen.

The 2008 Public Affairs staff included; (back row, left to right) Lt. Col. Reid Christopherson, 
Master Sgt. Christopher Stewart, Master Sgt. Nancy Ausland, Capt. Michael Frye, (front row, 
left to right) Tech. Sgt. Jared Hinsch, Staff Sgt. Miranda Skiles, and Staff Sgt. Quinton Young.

Original Artwork
The original 

masthead for the 
Thunderbumper 
was hand drawn 
and designed by 
Tech. Sgt. Willard 
G. Van Hoorn.  Sgt. 
Van Hoorn was a 
Production Analyst 
with the 114th 
CAMRON. Tech. Sgt. Willard Van Hoorn

The Public Affairs staff in 1986 included; (left to right) Tech. Sgt. Larry Green, Major Dan 
Hacking, Tech. Sgt. Marilyn MacTaggart, and Tech. Sgt. Richard Schmidt.

Familiar faces from the past
The faces of  those who told the story of  the South Dakota Air National Guard over the 

years are many.  Here is just a small sampling of  some of  those dedicated individuals.
All photos on pages 14 and 15 are South Dakota Air National Guard file photos.




