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U.S. government increases assistance to the victims 
of floods in Rio de Janeiro 

 
Brasília, February 1, 2011 – The United States, in response to the magnitude of the 
natural disaster in Rio de Janeiro, will donate an additional US$135,000 in disaster 
assistance to assist victims of the flooding and mudslides.  United States Ambassador 
Thomas Shannon said that this assistance will complement existing Brazilian federal, 
state, and municipal efforts to help address the destruction caused by the floods, which 
have already claimed over 850 lives and displaced more than 21,000 people.    
 
U.S. assistance supports the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) relief 
work.  The additional $135,000 will be used to acquire hygiene items, cleaning products, 
and household items. Brazilian and state governments are already providing food and 
water to populations displaced from their homes. 
 
To date, the U.S. Government has donated a total of US$235,000 in relief for the 
January 2011 floods in the states of São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. The U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA) are responsible for coordinating the disaster relief with and for Brazil. The 
Consulate in Rio de Janeiro is working closely with local government officials in an 
ongoing effort to assist the people affected by the disasters.   

Ambassador Shannon said: “We offer our continued thoughts and prayers to those 
families affected by this natural disaster and hope this additional contribution from the 
American people to the Brazilian people will help overcome this tragedy”. 
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