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November

2011:
Fairbanks, AK, 
high temperature 
reaches only 
-30°F, a record 
low high for this 
date.

NASA/NOAA/USGS/DoD.

Thanksgiving Day

1940:  
"Galloping 
Gertie" Bridge in 
Tacoma, WA, 
collapses in 42- 
mph winds, the 
exact speed to 
create a destruc- 
tive vibration in 
its structure.

1953: 
Residents of New 
York City 
suffered through 
10 days of smog, 
resulting in 200 
deaths.

1926: 
The La Plata Killer 
Tornado in 
Maryland kills 17 
and demolishes 
buildings. Chickens 
are found 
defeathered.

2003:  
The solar “Hallo- 
ween Storms” 
cause high radia- 
tion levels, damag- 
ing satellites, 
threatening ISS 
astronauts, and 
rerouting planes 
away from the 
North Pole. 

 

1911:  
Janesville, WI,  
hit by a huge 
tornado, killing 
nine; less than an 
hour later, sur- 
vivors are digging 
out of snow and 
shivering in a 
blizzard.

1946:
Vincent      
Joseph Schaefer 
dumps dry ice 
pellets from an 
airplane into a 
cloud to make  
the first arti- 
ficially induced 
snowstorm.

1421:  
An intense storm 
destroys coastal 
dikes in the 
Netherlands, 
sweeping away 72 
villages and killing 
about 10,000 
people.

1701:  
Birthday of 
Anders Celsius, 
who invented the 
Celsius temper- 
ature scale, on 
which water 
freezes at 0º 
and boils at 100º.

1967:  
Launch of ATS-3 
geostationary 
satellite, the 
first to provide 
color images of 
Earth. Finally 
decommissioned 
in 2001!

Atlantic 
hurricane

season ends

In 2011, in the U.S. 3,251 monthly weather 
records were broken by extreme events, 

including heat, rainfall, snow, drought, 
     hurricanes, and tornadoes.
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