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Chief of NavAl Operations

Scbj: POLICY LEM'£R Pl'lEVtNl'ING FERAL CAT AND DOG PQPULATIONS
ON NAVY PROPERTY

Ref; (", SECNAVINST UOI-U., of 16 Aug 94. Veterinary h""'lttl
services

(bl AFPMB TIM '31, Guidelines for Reducing Feral/Stray C.t
populatIons on Military Installations in the united
stilltes

(el OPNAVIHST 6250.4b, dtd 27 Aug 1998, Pftst M3nagement
proqralllS

(dl Executive order 13112 of 3 Feb 1999, Invasive SpeCl"S

I.This letter clarifies the application of refere~ce tal
regardinq the prevention of free to.'llllll"1g ("IlIo called _Ue:!. feral
or stray) tat and dog populations on Navy installations. The
objective is to prevent injury or disease to Navy personnel, and
elilll1nate adverse ill!p&cts on n",tive wildlife. It requires Navy
c~nds to InstItute pro-active pet management procedures in
order to prevent establishment of free roaming cat and doq
populations. Free roa.:ainq cats and dogs pose a potential public
~ealt~ threat to personnel on Navy installations, and they pose a
threat to wildlife including end4ngered species and .igratory
birds.

2.£Xlating policy at paragraph 4-2c(4) of reference (al states
Dogs, cats, and ot~er privately-owned or stray antm.ls will not
be pe~itted to run at large on .ilitary reservations. consistent
with this polICy, Navy c~nds must ensure the humane capture
and re~val of free roaming Cats and dogs. Consistent with this
requir~nt, Trap/Neuter/Release (TNRI programs will no longer be
established on Navy land. All existing TNR programs on Navy land
must be terminated no later than I January 2003.

3.Responslble pet ownership is a key factor in eliminating free
roaming cat and dog populations. In consultation with supporting
Army Veterinary Office, installations shall implement appropriate
pet management measures to preclude establishment
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of feral cat/dog populations, including, but not limited to the
following,

Require installation residents to keep and feed pet an1~ls

indoors or under close supervision when outdoors (such as on
leash and collar or other physical control device - cage,
fenced yard etc.).

Encourage neutering or spaying of cats and dogs before they
reach reproductive age (exceptions to this policy can be
made on a case by case basis as detec.uned by the
Installation Comeander) .

Require rout1ne vaccinations of vats and dogs for rabies and
other diseases as required by federal, state and local laws
and ordnances. A current vaccination record 1S required at
ti~ of registration of pets.

Require microchipping registration (or other syst~ of pet
identification approved by support1ng veterinary office) of
all pet eats and dogs brought onto installations.
Installation residents must reg1ster cats and dogs and have
pets wear registration Or identification tags at all ti..s.

Prohibit the reeding of reral animals on the installatlOn.

Provide educational materials to pet owners regarding
installation regulations and general pet ~nagement.

Enrorce proh1bition of abandonment of animals on
installations.

Comply with all h~ne and ani~l control regulations at the
rederal, state and local level (and their equivalents In
host nation countrles).

Navy installatlons in Europe that do not have a supporting
veterinary offlce contact 100~ Medical Detachment (VA HO)
(011) 49-622-111-2968; for all other locations that do not
have a supporting veterinary office the POe is the VETCOM
MO, COI'M\tlnder (210) 221-6522.
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•. Effective prevention, m5nagernent and elimination of feral
cat. and dog populations requites close coordination and
cooperation between natural resources, pest management, security,
veterinary, and housing personnel to develop and implement an
effective and humane program. Reference (bl provides information
for preventing free r~~inq cat populations on military
installations General pest management quidelines are detailed
1n reference eel. Every effoICc should be made to work with ot.her
federal, state and local agencies to support reference (a) and
reference Cd) by elimlnating free cGaming cat and dog populations
on Navy land. Navy c~nds. should work with local ani~l

control agencles to deter~ine the beSt approach for the ulti~t.

disposition of the captured animals. Every effort should be -ade,
lf practical. to find h~s tor adoptable feral cats and dog,.

5. My point of contact on this lssue is Mr. Joe Cook, CNO
N456H, at (1031 602-5335, or DSN 332-5335 .
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!I/.tIt..:.~.
WILLIAM G. ~.ATTHEIS

Deputy Director, Environmental
Protection, Safety and OCc~pational

Health Division
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