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Most of my scientific research deals
with Mars, in particular focusing on
the nature of the surface, the climate,
and how it has varied over the last four
billion years, and the potential for life.
I also am developing ideas related to
understanding the distribution of life
within the solar system and beyond,
and the philosophical and societal
connections to astrobiology.

Areas of expertise:

* Geosciences

* Space physics

* Planetary science
* Astrobiology

Astrobiologist/
College Professor

How I first became interested in this profession:

I grew up in the days of the early manned spaceflight program, and
remember watching the Mercury and Gemini countdowns on TV. I think
that this left me very open to the topic of space research. In the end, I
just thought that planetary science was exciting, and when I discovered
that there was an opportunity to become involved in it, I did!

What helped prepare me for this job:

T've always been interested in science and astronomy, but it wasn't until
was in my junior year that I got furned on to planetary science in particular.
This came from taking a class in planetary science that really got me hooked
on the subject.

My education and training:

* B.S., Geophysics and Space Physics, University of California,
Los Angeles

* M.S. and Ph.D., Planetary Sciences, California Institute of
Technology

My career path:

* Post-doctoral fellow, University of Colorado
+ Six years as research associate at the University of Colorado
* Twelve years as professor at the University of Colorado

What | like about my job:

It's very satisfying to be a part of something that I think has real and lasting
value to society. It's just a lot of fun! I also really like the teaching itself
(although I hate to grade papers), working with students, doing research,
and interacting with people who are interested in what I do.

What | don't like about my job:

I don't like the paperwork at all. However, I do recognize that it is part
of doing all of the other things and has to be done.

My advice to anyone interested in this occupation:

Do what you enjoy and pursue it! The fields of planetary science and
astrobiology are both sufficiently broad that there is room for workers
in all of the component disciplines as well as at all educational levels. You
don't need to be a genius or to work 90 hours a week to be successful, even
though some people choose to do so.
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Additional Resources:

American Institute of Biological Sciences
http://www.aibs.org

American Physiological Society
http://www.faseb.org/aps

American Society for
Molecular Biology
http://www.biophysics.org/biophys/society/biohome.htm

Biochemistry and

American Society for Microbiology
http://www.asmusa.org

Astrobiology Summer Academy
http://academy.arc.nasa.gov/

Biotechnology Industry Organization
http://www.bio.org/welcome.html

Education Pays Calculator
http://www.educationpays.org/calc.asp

Graduate Student Researchers Program
http://spacelink.nasa.gov/Instructional.Materials/NASA.Educa
tional.Products/Graduate.Student.Researchers.Program.Brochur
e/.index.html

MATHCOUNTS Competition
http://mathcounts.org/

Minority University Research and
Education Programs
http://mured.nasaprs.com/

NASA Cooperative Education Program for
college students
http://spacelink.nasa.gov/Educational.Services/
NASA.Education.Programs/Student.Support/NASA.Cooperative
.Education.Program/.index.html

Please take a moment to evaluate this product at;
http://ehb2.gsfc.nasa.gov/edcats/educational_topic

Your evaluation and suggestions are vital to continually improving NASA educational materials.

Thank you.

NASA Jobs
http://nasajobs.nasa.gov/

NASA Office of Life and Microgravity Sciences and
Applications
http://www.hq.nasa.gov/ office/olmsa/

NASA SHARP Internship Program for high-schoolers
http://www.mtsibase.com/sharp/

NASA Student Employment
http://nasajobs.nasa.gov/stud_opps/employment/index.htm

NASA Student Involvement Program student
contests
http://www.nsip.net/index.cfm

Order NASA career videos such as
"Engineers: Turning Ideas into Reality,”
"Careers: Aerospace Engineer” or "Reaching
for the Stars” from NASA CORE.

http://core.nasa.gov

Student’'s Guide to Astrobiology
http://www.astrobiology.com/student.html

Tech-Interns.com
http://www.tech-interns.com/
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