
Overview of Web Soil Survey (WSS)
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov



3 Basic Steps to access Soils Data
and Maps

1) Define area of interest (AOI) interactively 
with pan/zoom features or by typing in 
specific address or county. 

2) View the AOI you’ve defined by clicking on 
Soil Map tab. 

3) Explore options for AOI under Soil Data 
Explorer tab. 



Can change text size by using text sizing buttons on 
dark gray application toolbar.



Type in County or specific address under Area of 
Interest Selection Criteria, then choose View button.



To add or remove help screen from viewable areas of 
application, click on     or     sign on upper right side of 
window.

.



1) Define Area of interest (AOI)

Define area of interest using the two AOI buttons on 
right side of toolbar.  Options include using 
rectangle AOI button or interactively defining a 
polygon via polygon AOI button. 



Soils information can be obtained for AOI’s up 
to 10,000 acres. Note Acreage total of query 
under AOI Information.



2) View the AOI you’ve defined by clicking on 
Soil Map tab.



Make Legend or Layers visible by clicking on 
tabs on upper-left side of canvas. Turn 
individual layers on or off by clicking on layer 
checkbox.  



Options include printing and/or saving Soils Map.  The 
map document and accompanying data are bundled 
into a *.pdf format. 









3) Explore options under Soil Data 
Explorer tab for AOI defined.



Information about a particular use can by obtained 
utilizing drop-down lists or by choosing a particular 
tab.



Headings under the various tabs include Intro to Soils, 
Suitabilities and Limitations for Use, Soil Properties and Qualities, 
Soil Reports, and Soil Survey Publications.



To view specific maps of AOI click on View Ratings 
button.



To find out more about a rating, choose 
View Description.



Example below is a map of Hydric Soils along with 
attribute table for AOI defined. 



Associated tables along with description of 
Map Unit Hydric Rating.



Pond Reservoir Area Rating for same AOI



Demo of Web Soil Survey
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/
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